“The Scarlet Ibis” Interactive Guide
By James Hurst
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WHAT DO YOU THINK THE STORY IS ABOUT BASED ON WHAT YOU DISCOVERED AT the OPEN HOUSE?

Look at the following statements. Choose 3 of the following statements that you feel strongly about by circling them. Choose the one of the three that you feel most strongly about and respond to it. Explain your opinions using reflection, analysis, and examples from texts you have read, films/TV you have seen, or life experiences. Jot down the statement to which you are responding, then, respond to the statement. (Each response should be at least a three to five sentences in length.)
1. I am thankful for my siblings.
2. I am sometimes jealous of my siblings.
3. I am often embarrassed by my siblings.
4. I have pushed what I wanted onto another person I care about only to regret it later.
5. I want to feel proud of my family members.
6. I am uncomfortable with someone who has a physical or mental handicap.
7. My pride has gotten the best of me, only for me to regret it later.
8. If I have hurt someone and know it, I apologize.
9. My siblings know that I love them.
10. I have found myself taking advantage of my siblings even though I know that is wrong
Characterization of Characters
	Terminology
	Examples

	Direct Characterization


	

	Indirect Characterization


	

	Main Character


	

	Minor Character


	

	Round Character


	

	Flat Character


	

	Stock Character


	

	Dynamic Character


	

	Static Character


	


What Do You Have to Say About That?




Characterization
Using your notes on characterization, tell which type of characterization is used to describe James in each sentence. Tell if it is direct or indirect. If it is indirect, tell which form of indirect characterization is being used.

1. James wishes he could find the time to visit his family and friends more often.

2. James is a hardworking, determined college student who wants to become a doctor.

3. James’s hair is a mess, he has sleep lines on his face, and he is wearing sweat pants and an old sweatshirt as he walks into the coffee shop.

4. Morgan told Andrew that James needs to take a break before he wears himself out.

5. James told Morgan this morning that he is ready for a break and had decided to go out to dinner with all of his friends tonight.

6. James gets home from school and studies for an hour before he goes out for dinner.

Using your notes on characterization tell which type of characterization is used to describe Ed, Julie, and Peter. Tell if it is direct or indirect. If it is indirect, tell which form of indirect characterization is being used.

7. Ed Johnson scratched his head in confusion as the sales rep explained Draclo’s newest engine performance diagnostic computer. The ole mechanic hated modern electronics, preferring the old days when all he needed was a stack of manuals and a good set of tools. 

8.  “That Ed Johnson,” said Anderson, wathcin the old mechanic scratch his head in confusion as the sales rep explained Dralco’s newest engine performance diagnostic computer. “He hasn’t got a clue about modern electronics. Give him a good set of tools as a stack of yellowing manuals with a carburetor needing repair, and he’d be happy as a hungry frog in a fly-field.

9. Julie owned a multitude of outfits and accessories, and it always took her forever to decide which combination might impress Trent. As usual, she called her sister several times for advice. After doing so, Julie decided to give the navy blue skirt with the white sweater a try.

10. Julie held up six different outfits in front of the mirror and pondered which would go best with her navy blue shoes, pastel eye shadow and the diamond earrings she’d already procured from her overflowing vanity. After ninety minutes of mixing and matching and cell-phoning her sister three times for advice, Julie finally made up her mind. She’d give the navy blue skirt and white sweater a try.
11. Peter was vey lazy and would never shift himself more than was absolutely necessary.
12. Peter was bored with the TV program, but the remote control was inexplicably across the room, so he just watched it anyway. Jan would be in soon, and she could fetch the remote control for him then.


Personification:

Metaphor: 

Simile :
	Vocabulary Word
	+
	?
	-
	Used in Context
	Definition
	Hints/Clues

	Careen

(p. 164)


	
	
	
	The narrator would run across the ends of the cotton rows and careen Doodle around corners on two wheels.
	
	

	Sullenly

(p. 164)


	
	
	
	Sullenly, the narrator took Doodle with him, all the while resenting the task.
	
	

	Imminent

(p. 166)


	
	
	
	When thunder boomed and the sky darkened, they could tell the storm was imminent.
	
	

	Serene

(p. 167)


	
	
	
	The serene lake was as smooth and calm as a mirror.
	
	

	Infallibility

(p. 167)


	
	
	
	Because of his belief in his infallibility, the narrator never doubted the success of his project.
	
	

	Blighted

(p. 168)


	
	
	
	The blighted fields would never produce any corn or cotton.
	
	

	Doggedness

(p. 169)


	
	
	
	Because of his doggedness, Doodle did learn to walk.
	
	

	Reiterate

(p. 170)


	
	
	
	Several times, the narrator reiterated his desire to teach Doodle to swim.
	
	

	Precariously

(p. 170)


	
	
	
	Doodle balance precariously on his thin legs.
	
	

	Mar

(p. 170)


	
	
	
	The storm could mar the cotton and other crops, causing the loss of acres of profits.
	
	


Symbolism:
	Symbol 
	Literal Representation
	Figurative Representation 

	Doodle’s lies: the ten fool tail of the small peacock
	 
	

	The grindstone grinds away the years
	
	

	The mahogany coffin 
	
	 

	The go-cart
	
	

	Beautiful old woman swamp
	
	

	The scarlet Ibis


	
	

	The Scarlet Ibis’ Beauty 
	
	

	The connection between Doodle and the “winged” Ibis. 
	
	


Take a closer look at symbolism in the relationship between an actual scarlet ibis and Doodle…

	The Scarlet Ibis
	Doodle

	The scarlet ibis is vivid red. Its color derives from the shrimp that form the bulk of its diet. If there are no shrimp it loses its color. 
	

	It needs a particular environment in order to thrive, as it only feeds in shallow waters along the coast, in mud flats and lagoons.
	

	Scarlet ibises are colonial nesters, meaning that they nest in large flocks; they rely on the presence of other birds of their own species.
	


Foreshadowing:
	Passage
	What it foreshadows

	"The last graveyard flowers were blooming, and their smell drifted [through] our house, speaking softly the names of our dead." 
	

	Hurst comments on Doodle's full name, "William Armstrong," that "such a name sounds good only on a tombstone,"
	

	Doodle's cries of "Don't leave me!  Don't leave me!”
	

	Aunt Nicey says that red dead birds are very bad luck.


	

	The death of the scarlet ibis 


	

	"I did not know then that pride is a wonderful, terrible thing." 


	


Imagery:
	Image
	What it depicts

	“withered crops shriveling under the blistering gaze of the thirsty sun.” 
	

	The hurricane is compared to a blood thirsty "hawk at the entrails of a chicken." 
	

	Old Woman Swamp and the happy times the boys spent there are described in vivid, glowing terms.  

· "beyond the reach of the everyday world."  

· - "The slanted rays of the sun burn orange in the pines" 
	

	The yard is described with such terms as "rank," "rotting," "empty cradle” and “bleeding tree.”
	

	The phrase "speaking softly the names of our dead"
	

	Rain drips incessantly from the gray clouds onto Doodle, his thin neck gleaming sharply red, and the fallen elder brother sheltering his "fallen scarlet ibis from the heresy of rain." 
	


Theme:
1. Conflict between Love and Pride:  

The brothers fantasize about living in Old Woman Swamp and Brother is overwhelmed by the beauty of the images that Doodle conjures up. 
   Love   OR   Pride?
Brother feels embarrassed and ashamed of Doodle's limitations and obvious differences from other people.  
         




 Love   OR   Pride?
 


He decides to make Doodle do all the things that other people do in spite of the fact that Doodle himself sees no need to conform.        

 Love    OR    Pride?
 

Brother continues to push Doodle to harder physical feats, in spite of Doodle's obviously declining health. 




Love 
OR
Pride?

 

2. The Desire to Make over Others in One's Own Image: 

Brother's attitude is dangerous. 

Brother's success in re-making Doodle in his own image is greeted as wonderful progress by everyone except Doodle. When Brother tells him that he must learn to walk, Doodle asks, "Why?" 

After the initial success of the walking project, Brother's attempts to push Doodle further are destructive to Doodle's health and eventually contribute to his death. 

3. Brotherhood: The human condition in the relationship between brothers. 

The lead protagonist of the story is known only by his relationship to Doodle: "Brother."

Brother's love for Doodle is bound up with cruelty and shame. Doodle, for his part, is strongly attached to, and reliant upon Brother, and his main fear is of being left alone by him. 

Because the story takes place against the background of World War I, Doodle's words and the theme of brotherhood suggest a wider resonance. 
Characterization:
	Passage
	Question 
	Answer 

	I skipped through the rooms, down the echoing halls, shouting “Mama, he smiled. He’s all there! He’s all there!” And he was. (163)
	What can you tell about the narrator based on his actions and words?
	

	After that day Doodle and I often went down into Old Woman Swamp. (164)
	How has the narrator changed?
	

	And even when we were outside in the bright sunshine he clung to me (165) 
	How do the narrator’s words and actions reveal the two sides of his personality?

	

	He, too, now believed in my infallibility, so we set the deadline for these accomplishments less than a year away, (167)
	How has Doodle changed since the beginning of the story?
	

	We were frightened, and Doodle slipped his hand into mine (169)
	What does this action reveal about Doodle and his relationship with his older brother?

	

	“I did,” declared Doodle. “Down in the swamp.” (169)
	What might Doodle’s words show about his character?
	

	Doodle’s hands were clasped at his throat, and I had never seen him and stand still so long. (170)
	What do Doodle’s actions show about him?
	

	“I’m going to bury him.” (170)
	Has Doodle changed?
	

	I knew he was watching me, watching for a sign of mercy. (172)
	What fundamental difference between the brothers has not changed?
	

	I ran as fast as I could, leaving him far behind with a wall of rain dividing us. 
	How the narrator’s response to Doodle’s cry compare with his response to a similar cry earlier in the story?
	


Comparing and Contrasting Characters

Decide whether each passage is an example of direct or indirect characterization by marking the box with “dc” or “ic”

	Passage
	What it says about Doodle
	What it says about Brother

	He was born when I was six. (162) 
	
	

	Even if William Armstrong lived, he would never do those things with me. (163) 
	
	

	“It is,” I said. “And before I’ll help you down from the loft, you’re going to have to touch it.” (164)
	
	

	“Yes, yes,” I cried, and he cried it too, and the grass beneath us was soft and the smell of the swamp was sweet.” (166)
	
	

	“Doodle could beat me lying. (167)


	
	

	“Does it make any difference?” It certainly does,” I said. Now, come on,” (169)
	
	

	“I’m not hungry,” he said.


	
	


Analyze and Evaluate

1. (a) Why does the ibis die? (b) How does the death of the ibis serve as foreshadowing, or a clue that hints at later events in the plot?
2. (a) What emotions do you hear in the narrator’s voice as he tells the story? (b) How do his word choices contribute to that tone? Cite three examples form the story to support your opinion. 

3. Critical Thinking Question: 

The story shows readers that the response of the world to special beings is sadly, all too often, to cut off their wings, to remain oblivious to their uniqueness and to confine them in a prison of limited expectations. What would a beautiful bird or a winged person, or a boy with a golden robe and a peacock, do in a small wooden box? On one hand, Daddy making the coffin and then the go cart can be seen as acceptance of his condition, but on the other hand, they shut out the possibility of change. Doodle is serenely certain that the coffin is not his—he intends to live. Both coffin and go-cart are put in the barn loft when it becomes evident that Doodle has grown beyond the family's limited expectations. What do you think that Hurst was implying about the way society treats people with disabilities? Do we limit them to certain boxes, to make life easier for them or is it to make life easier on us?

  Discussion:  Answer  two of the following items in well-developed paragraphs.

1) What are the major conflicts in “The Scarlet Ibis”? Give specific details from the story to support your answer.

2) Describe and explain at least three examples from the story that foreshadow Doodle's death. 

3) Fully explain the symbolic relationship between Doodle and the scarlet ibis.    

4) Describe the story's theme. What lesson is revealed to the reader? How does the main character learn this lesson?

5) What did the narrator's development program include? Was the program for Doodle a cruel or loving act? Explain the narrator's reasons for wanting to implement the program and Doodle's lack of objections to such a program. Was the program a success? Explain. 

6) Do you believe the narrator is responsible for his brother's death? Whom do you pity more, the narrator or Doodle? Explain your answer using supporting details from the story.
7) What was Hurst implying about the way society treats people with disabilities? Do we limit them to certain boxes to make life easier for them, or is it to make life easier on us?   
 Describe General Zaroff from “The Most Dangerous Game.”








 





  





How do you know these things about him?








 Describe Rainsford from “The Most Dangerous Game.”








 





  





How do you know these things about him?








Describe Della from “The Gift of the Magi.”








How do you know these things about her?





Describe your best friend.











How do you know these things about him/her?





And, that’s characterization…


how one’s character is revealed.











Personification, Metaphor, and Simile 


Walk About











