Important Speeches in Romeo and Juliet, Act I
Name

Paraphrasing

Using context clues, your textbook, or a dictionary, interpret the speeches so that they become more familiar to you and are easier to understand.

1-) Mercutio’s Queen Mab Speech

MERCUTIO:
O, then I see Queen Mab hath been with you.


She is the fairies’ midwife, and she come


In shape no bigger than an agate stone


On the forefinger of an alderman,


Drawn with a team of little atomies


Over men’s noses as they lie asleep;


 . . . (omitted description of her wagon)
And in this state she gallops night by night
 

Through lovers’ brains, and then they dream of love;


On courtiers’ knees, that dream on curtsies straight;


O’er lawyers’ fingers, who straight dream on fees;


O’er ladies’ lips, who straight on kisses dream,


Which oft the angry Mab with blisters plagues,


Because their breaths with sweetmeats tainted are.


Sometimes she gallops o’er a courtier’s nose,


And then dreams he of smelling out a suit;


And sometimes comes she with a tithe pig’s tail


Tickling a parson’s nose as ‘a lies asleep,


Then dreams he of another benefice.


Sometimes she driveth o’er a soldier’s neck,


And then dreams he of cutting foreign throats,


Of breaches, ambuscades, Spanish blades,


Of healths five fathom deep; and then anon


Drums in his ear, at which he starts and wakes


And being thus frighted, swears a prayer or two


And sleeps again. This is that very Mab


That plaits the manes of horses in the night


And bakes the elflocks in foul sluttish hairs,


Which once untangled much misfortune bodes.


This is the hag, when maids lie on their backs,


That presses them and learns them first to bear,


Making them women of good carriage.


This is she- 

2-) Romeo and Juliet Speak for the First Time

ROMEO
If I profane with my unworthiness’ hand


     This holy shrine, then gentle sin is this:


My lips, two blushing pilgrims, ready stand


     To smooth that rough touch with a tender kiss.


JULIET
Good pilgrim, you do wrong your hands too much,


     Which mannerly devotion shows in this;


For saints have hands that pilgrims’ hands do touch,


     And palm to palm is holy palmers’ kiss.


ROMEO
Have not saints lips, and holy palmers too?


 JULIET
Ay, pilgrim, lips that they must use in prayer.


ROMEO
O, then, dear saint, let lips do what hands do!


They pray; grant thou, lest faith turn to despair.


JULIET
Saints do not move, though grant for prayers’ sake.


ROMEO
Then move not while my prayer’s effect I take.


Thus from my lips, by thine my sin is purged.


(They kiss).

JULIET
Then have my lips the sin that they have took.


ROMEO
Sin from my lips? O trespass sweetly urged!



Give me my sin again. (He kisses her)

.

JULIET
You kiss by th’ book.


