Romeo and Juliet, Act II Prologue
Name

Paraphrasing

Using context clues, your textbook, or a dictionary, interpret the speeches so that they become more familiar to you and are easier to understand.


CHORUS:
Now old desire doth(does) in his deathbed lie,
And young affection gapes to be his heir;

That fair for which love groaned for and would die,
With tender Juliet matched, is now not fair.

Now Romeo is beloved and loves again,

Alike bewitched by the charm of looks;

But to his foe supposed he must complain,

And she steal love’s sweet bait from fear hooks.

Being held a foe, he may not have access

To breathe such vows as lovers used to swear;

And she as much in love, her means much less

To meet her new beloved(Romeo) any where.

But passion lends them power(motive), time means, to meet,

Tempering extremities (balancing difficulties)with extreme sweet.(very sweet delights)
1. Who is the “old desire” mentioned in the Prologue?

Rosaline

2. According to the Chorus, what has happened to Romeo’s old love?

It has died
3. What is Romeo’s new problem? What line suggests what the love of these young people is based on?

He’s in love with his enemy’s daughter.
Line 6: “Charmed by looks”

4. How many lines are in the Prologue? What is the name of the poetic form used for it?

14; sonnet

Love for Rosaline is dead/ over








New love excitedly awaits/Want to take its place








Once, Romeo desired and would die for Rosaline





But once she was compared to Juliet, there was no comparison 





Rosaline	desired





loved





Romeo and Juliet





Enemy			ask her dad to allow them to marry





She will have to take deadly risks if she responds to his request of  marriage. 





Being an enemy, he might not be able to promise the vows 





She’s just as much in love but with fewer opportunities 





Passion motivates them. Time gives them the means to meet 





Their hardships make their encounters so much sweeter.  








