Study Guide for Romeo and Juliet 
Name

Act IV, Scene 1
· Is there anything actually wrong with Paris? Why doesn’t Juliet want to marry him?
· What does Paris try to get Juliet to say that she refuses to say?

· What solution to the problem does the friar offer to Juliet?
· Is Juliet fearful of taking the potion? How long will the effects of the potion last?

· What do you think of the help Friar Laurence is giving to Juliet?

Act IV, Scene 2
· What day is it now?

· How does Juliet please her father in this scene? What does he do after speaking to his daughter?

Act IV, Scene 3

· If the potion does not work, what will Juliet do?
· What doubts and fears does Juliet have before she takes the potion?

Act IV, Scene 5
· Who discovers Juliet’s body?

· Does Lord Capulet seem to feel badly about his treatment of Juliet? Does he blame himself in any way for her death?
· Does Friar Laurence comfort the mourners?

· Explain the dramatic irony in Friar Laurence’s speech (upon entering Juliet’s room).
· Why do you think the friar tells Lord Capulet “The heavens do lower upon you for some ill; /Move them no more by crossing their high will”?

Act V, Scene 1

· What is Romeo’s mood before he receives the news about Juliet?

· What happens in this scene that Friar Laurence didn’t consider?

· What lines tell us that Romeo is no longer willing to accept fate as the master of his life and that he is going to take charge of it himself?
· Although it is illegal to sell poison in Mantua, Romeo is able to convince the apothecary to make the sale. Why?

· Why does Romeo call the poison a “cordial” (friend)?

· Is there still a chance that Romeo won’t go through with the suicide? What could happen to prevent him?
Act V, Scene 2

· Why is Paris at the Capulet vault?

· Why does Balthazar hide near the tomb even though Romeo told him to go away?

· Why does Paris want Romeo to die?

· Does Romeo want to kill Paris?

· What does Romeo say to Tybalt?

· What does Romeo notice about Juliet that might have made him wonder if she really is dead?

· What are Romeo’s dying words?

· When Friar Laurence finds Romeo and Paris dead, what plan does he devise for Juliet? Why didn’t he want her to simply return to her parents?

· How did Juliet get the opportunity to kill herself with the friar there?

· Who else is a victim of this tragedy?

· How is the chain of events finally explained to the families and to the prince?

· What does Prince Escalus mean when he says, “See what a scourge is laid upon your hate/ That heaven finds means to kill your joys with love!” How is he stating the irony of the situation?

· Does Prince Escalus blame himself?

· What does Lord Montague offer as a token of friendship?
