Romeo and Juliet, Act II
Literary Elements
Name

Prologue
Personification/alliteration

“Now old desire doth in his deathbed lie,/ And young affection gapes to 

be his heir.”
Act II, Scene 1
allusion

“Speak my gossip Venus one fair word, /One nickname for her purblind

son and heir,/ Young Abraham Cupid, he that shot so true . . . ”
roman goddess of love

Act II, Scene 2

metaphor

“It is the East, and Juliet is the sun!”

personification

“Arise fair sun, and kill the envious moon,/ Who is already sick and pale 

with grief . . .”

(2) metaphor/simile

“O, speak again, bright angel, for thou art as glorious to this night, being 

o’er my head/ As a winged messenger of heaven . . .”

simile/hyperbole

“My bounty is as boundless as the sea,”
allusion

“Else I would tear the cave where Echo lies/ And make her airy tongue 

more hoarse than mine . . .”

alliteration

“How silver-sweet sound lovers’ tongues by night,”
Act II, Scene 3

personification

“The gray-eyed morn smiles on the frowning night.”

Act II, Scene 4
simile

“O, he’s the courageous captain of compliments.”
Act II, Scene 5

simile

“She would be as swift in motion as a ball,”

Act II, Scene 6

(2) Foreshadowing/simile/oxymoron

“These violent delights have violent ends,/ And in their triumph die; like 

fire and powder,/ Which, as they kiss, consume,” 
