Study Guide for Romeo and Juliet 
Name

Act III, Scene 1
· Who is the first to mention the possibility of a fight?
Mercutio
· Why does Benvolio urge Tybalt and Mercutio to take their fight off the streets? Look to Lines 51-54 for help.

There are people all aound; he doesn’t want trouble.
· How does Romeo act when he and Tybalt first meet? Why does he act that way? Look to Lines 63-73 for help.

Carefree; happy
He just married Juliet.
· How is Mercutio stabbed?

When Romeo tries to stop the fight.
· To the very end, Mercutio retains his wit. Give an example of a pun in Lines 98-99.

“Ask for me tomorrow, and you shall find me a grave man.”

· What curse does Mercutio pronounce as he is dying?

“A plague on both your houses.”
· Why does Romeo decide to fight Tybalt?

Because Tybalt killed Mercutio; maybe he feels responsible for Mercutio’s death.
· Why doesn’t Prince Escalus have Romeo executed?

Because he was protecting Mercutio’s honor; he gets banished.
· What part of this scene becomes the turning point that turns this play toward its tragic ending?
When Romeo kills Tybalt (because mood changes to tragic)
· Why does Romeo refer to himself as “fortune’s fool” in Line 138?
He’s unlucky because he married his love then got provoked and killed her cousin.
· How do you think Juliet will feel about her husband, Romeo, killing her cousin, Tybalt?

Answers will vary.
Act III, Scene 2

· How does Juliet react when she finds out the Romeo killed Tybalt?
Upset; thinks he’s evil in disguise; he’s not what she thought he was.
· What is the Nurse’s opinion on men in general?

All are liars; they can’t be trusted.
· What does Juliet realize once the shock is over?

She should be happy that Romeo is alive; she must be loyal to him.
· What one word is more awful than Juliet’s whole family being killed?

“banished”
· What does Juliet plan to do, despite what has happened?

Meet Romeo tonight.
· What symbol of love does Juliet send to Romeo?

A ring
Act III, Scene 3

· How does Romeo feel about being exiled? Look to Line 12 for help.

He would prefer to die.  “Be merciful; say ‘death’”  “Exile is more frightening, much more than death.”
· What effect does Romeo’s reaction to the prince’s decree have on Friar Laurence? (Lines 52; 54-56)

Friar Laurence thinks Romeo is a fool; he thinks Romeon should be grateful
· What news does Nurse bring to Friar Laurence’s cell?

Juliet wants to see Romeo.
· Why does Friar Laurence criticize Romeo’s desperate desire to kill himself in Lines 109-118?

Romeo wants to kill himself (a mortal sin); he’s not acting manly; he is disgracing himself.
· What does Friar Laurence tell Romeo he should be happy about? (Lines 135-145)

He and Juliet are both alive; even though he killed Tybalt, he got exiled instead of executed.
· What does the friar tell Romeo he should do in Lines 146-149?
Go visit Juliet but leave very early in the morning to go to Mantua.
· What does Nurse give Romeo that “revives his comfort”? (Lines 163-164)

A ring from Juliet
Act III, Scene 4

· What plans does Lord Capulet make for Thursday? Why is this an example of dramatic irony?

Juliet will marry Paris; Juliet is already married to Romeo and we (audience) knows this.
Act III, Scene 5

· What does Juliet foreshadow in Lines 55-57?
“Me thinks I see thee, now thou art so low, As one dead in the bottom of a tomb.”
The next time she will see him, he will be dead.
· In the interactions with her mother, Juliet uses double speak, that is, all of her lines have double meanings. What would be an example of this?
Her mother thinks she’s grieving for Tybalt, but she’s really grieving for Romeo.
· What causes Juliet’s father to lose his temper? Look to Lines 150-158 for help.
Juliet refuses to marry Paris; he has already promised her to Paris.
· Does Nurse understand Juliet’s grief over Romeo’s banishment and her determination not to marry Paris? Look to Lines 215-227 for the answer.

No; she tells her to forget Romeo.
· How does Juliet plan to fix this mess? Read her final speech of the scene.
She will go to Friar Laurence to see if he can fix this.  If not, she can always kill herself.
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