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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 


Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


	-UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering, [(+) agree, (-) disagree]


Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term. Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.


Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     


BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)


YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)


PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)


PURPLE/Other - literary devices, tropes


PINK- methods of development/organization 


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.


Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.








After reading this article, what would you title it?


________________________________________________________________


By Natalie Angley, CNN January 6, 2016





Los Angeles (CNN)When Jake Olson steps out of the tunnel on game days, he can't see the fans or the football field like his teammates.





The long snapper for the University of Southern California is blind.





"When I put on that jersey, I realize the significance of it," he said. "There's a vibe in the air, an energy in the air."





Olson grew up a huge USC Trojans fan. But after losing his eyesight, he never dreamed that one day he would be walking on the field as a player.





"When I was 8 months old, I was diagnosed with a rare form of eye cancer called retinoblastoma," he said. "When the doctors found my cancer, it was completely taking over my left eye ... the greatest fear is the cancer spreading through the optic nerve to the brain."





To save his life, the doctors removed his left eye. Olson endured chemotherapy and laser treatment to save the right one. But the cancer kept coming back. "After about eight times of that happening, the doctors finally said, 'Listen, we've pretty much exhausted all treatment options,' " he said.





A grim diagnosis and resilient reaction


Olson was 12 when he found out he would lose his other eye. "Realizing what I was going to be confronting ... a life without sight, it was difficult," he said. "I didn't feel completely hopeless, but there was this sense of 'I don't know how I'm gonna do anything anymore.' "





But during his darkest hours, there was hope.


Former USC head coach Pete Carroll heard Olson's story. He knew Olson was a huge fan and invited him and his family to meet the team. "Little did I know, he had all these plans -- introducing me to the team, having me sit in on meetings, going to practice and eating dinner afterwards. And then after that, it just escalated into being part of the team [as an honorary member]," he said. "Everything about it was just amazing and something that I will always be grateful for."





When Olson entered high school, he never considered playing football. "I didn't think I could participate in a way where I would really be benefiting the team," he said.





A position he could play


But then he heard about long snapping. "It kind of clicked in my mind that it is a consistent position in that you're snapping the same distance for every snap," he said. "You definitely have the mechanics of what you're supposed to do, but a lot of it is just feel."





Olson told the coaches that he wanted to play. "They really did not take me too seriously, especially at first because I did not know how to long snap," he said.





"One coach, however, really did take me seriously, and he practiced with me every day that summer. ... When I came back in August and showed the team and the coaches what I could do that's when they realized, 'OK, this kid is for real ... this kid could actually be a valuable asset to us.'"





Olson played his junior and senior year as the long snapper for the team. His persistence and determination caught the attention of the USC coaching staff.





Last year, he brought his talent to USC as a walk-on player for his beloved team.





On September 14, 2015, he tweeted:





Tomorrow I walk out onto Howard Jones field not as a fan or honorary member, but as a player for the USC Trojans! #fighton





"I went into playing football with the mentality that I had nothing to lose," he said. "Either I'm gonna learn how to play this position and participate, or I'm not gonna learn how to play and be back at square one just watching it. I really had no fear."





Off the field, Olson maintains a similar attitude. He co-wrote a book "Open Your Eyes: 10 Uncommon Lessons to Discover a Happier Life," served as a motivational speaker and played varsity golf in high school.





"Going through adversity or challenges in life, it really does make you stronger," he said. "Life's unfair, football's unfair, things are unfair. But at the same time, it's up to you how far you want to take yourself. ... It's taught me not to give up. It's taught me to keep fighting."





Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read: 




















Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read:















































Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 


What was Jake Olson’s diagnosis? When was he diagnosed?














What inspired hope in Olson after he lost his second eye?
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Twelve Word Summary: Objectively summarize the entire article in a twelve word sentence. (think: who, what, when, where, how)











Highlight words with strong connotation and use the tone reference sheet to indicate the tone of these paragraphs. Identify it here.











What do you think are some thematic idea of this article? List them. (in your reference handbook)








Create a thematic statement using your abstract thematic idea handout. (see reference handout)

















 Based on the thematic statement you created, explain how the author supports this idea or theme throughout the article. Be sure to state the theme. Cite directly from the text. 























RI.9-10.2, W.9-10.9b, W.9-1010




















RI.9-10.2, W.9-10.9b, W.9-1010
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Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article (use your reference book for help). Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!
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After reading the article, what do you think is more important to the development of character: the journey or the goal?  How has facing adversity affected Jake Olson’s life? Support your answer with evidence from the text. (ICE/TAG).





TAG/ICE TEMPLATES/Examples


Step 1: Restate the question insert your opinion/argument/answer.


Step 2: According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title)” introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph).


Step 3: Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.
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