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Article of the Week #4


 “Teens and Decision Making: What Brain Science Reveals”














Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES





Read the following article carefully and make notes in the margin as you read. 


Your notes should include:


Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)


Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.


Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.


Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.





Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. 


Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.





Student ____________________________Class Period__________________


 








Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read: 





SEE ATTACHED ARTICLE.





USE ADDITIONAL SPACE 


FOR MARGIN NOTES IF NECESSARY.








Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read:
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Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 





At what age is the brain fully-developed? 


�





Why is the prefrontal cortex important?


��


What does the limbic system impact?���


What does a dendrite do? What does an axon do?


�





Define synapse as it is used in the article.








�
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2.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.





How do decisions happen? (summarize of flow chart the process)














Are teens’ decisions based more on feelings or logic? Explain











What are two fine-tuning processes of the brain? Define each.














What does waiting before you act allow you to do?














�


�
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3. How might the science of adolescent brain development explain the fact that teens can be more influenced by the immediate emotional rewards of a choice, and less concerned with consequences—even though they may logically recognize these consequences? Be specific and detailed in your answer. Use textual evidence to support your opinion.
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4.  Brainstorm examples of decisions that you have made recently. Identify emotional versus logical aspects of these decisions.
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