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Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES





Read the following article carefully and make notes in the margin as you read. 


Your notes should include:


Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)


Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.


Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.


Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.


Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment.





Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.
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Narrow Your College Application List With Lifestyle, Career Goals


By � HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/topics/author/brian_witte" �BRIAN WITTE�


September 16, 2013 � HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/blogrss/college-admissions-playbook.xml" \t "_blank" �RSS Feed� � HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/college-admissions-playbook/2013/09/16/narrow-your-college-application-list-with-lifestyle-career-goals_print.html" \t "_blank" �Print�


While you don’t have to plan your entire career in high school, having an idea of your career and lifestyle goals will help you choose a college list.


According to the National Center for Education Statistics, there are about 7,000 � HYPERLINK "http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges" �colleges� and universities in the U.S. How can you choose even a short list of possibilities from among all those opportunities?


Evaluating them one by one is neither practical nor advisable. Instead, treat your search like a boss interviewing job applicants. Create lists of must-have criteria, desirable but optional criteria and characteristics that would automatically disqualify a school from consideration. 


When � HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school" �choosing criteria for your college search�, there are two broad areas to consider: lifestyle and career goals. Finding a good fit for your lifestyle relies on many nonacademic factors such as location, diversity and intangibles such as the values and expectations the school holds for its students. 


Your career goals, by contrast, are more closely related to academics. You don't need to plan an entire career by the time you finish high school, but having a general idea of the fields of study that you find most interesting will help considerably in narrowing the list of possibilities. Even as broad a goal as studying in the � HYPERLINK "http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-liberal-arts-colleges" �liberal arts�, social sciences or the hard sciences will help. 


The biggest divides in the lifestyle department occur between big state schools and smaller liberal arts schools. Large schools often offer more opportunities because of their greater size and larger pool of resources. 


Finding those opportunities can be much harder than at a small school, where a central student activities office can realistically advertise all the goings-on. Small schools can also offer a sense of community that is missing from larger schools. 


Introductory biology classes at a large university might have 200 or more students, while the equivalent class at a nearby liberal arts college might have 20 students. 


Another important factor that affects lifestyle is the setting of the school – urban, small town or rural. A small school in a rural setting makes student life focus on the school since there are so few alternatives. An urban setting, by contrast, can offer a wide array of opportunities that aren't related to the college, such as theaters, museums and more. 


College is more than lifestyle, of course; it's also preparation for a career. To that end, keep in mind that every school will have areas of expertise and weakness. 


If you intend to study the sciences, consider schools with active research programs in the specialties that interest you. Pay particular attention to individual departments and professors as you search school websites.


Schools that take research seriously tend to keep their websites up to date. � HYPERLINK "http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/professors-guide/2010/09/30/18-etiquette-tips-for-e-mailing-your-professor" �Send emails to individual professors� asking the role of undergraduates in their research. 


The same advice applies to liberal arts and social sciences. You may not be doing research in a laboratory, but you should attend a school with professors who are actively publishing in their field. 


Ask professors about seminars and special topic classes that are available to upper-level students. It is this small-group interaction that is key to an excellent education in the liberal arts. 


This advice applies equally to big and small schools. You will find large schools with moribund research programs in some fields and small schools with a long list of recent publications from a vibrant community of scholars. 


If you're not sure where to start looking, one possibility is to check the LinkedIn profiles of people in the fields you are most interested in. Find early-career professionals and see which schools they attended, and where their first-degree connections attended school. 


Don't be afraid to contact people directly and ask for their advice on the top schools in particular fields. 


Once you have your list of criteria, including size, education mission and geographic region, use a tool like the � HYPERLINK "http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/" \t "_blank" �College Navigator� to focus your search. One significant advantage to using a systematic approach is the possibility that your search will uncover schools that otherwise may never have crossed your radar. 


There are many hidden gems that could make a school an excellent fit for you, but you will only find them with a disciplined search. 


Brian Witte is a professional SAT tutor with Varsity Tutors. He earned his Bachelor of Science from the � HYPERLINK "http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/university-of-washington-3798" �University of Washington� and holds a Ph.D. from � HYPERLINK "http://grad-schools.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-graduate-schools/ohio-state-university-columbus-204796" �Ohio State University�.
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1. Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases








About how many colleges and universities are in the United States? Where does that information come from?








What are two areas to consider when doing a college search?














What does the article tell you about choosing colleges with regard to the effects of lifestyle








What social media does the article suggest checking in order to find people in the career fields you’re interested in?











What three things should be on your criteria list when choosing a college?
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2.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.








Where do you see yourself in approximately three years? Explain clearly.














What are your career goals with regard to academic paths? Have you begun considering the career/college path in the manner the author suggests?

















Consider the factors that may impact your school and career choices. What are they?
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3. Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article. Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!
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4.   With regard to educational goals, what do you value (think is important)? Give specific examples to explain your answer.
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5.   Write a reflection of your thoughts or argument about the article. Explain your reasoning; cite evidence from the text to back up your answer.  Feel free to use this template as a guide.


	The general argument made by author X in her/his work, _______________, is that _______________. More specifically, X argues that _______________. She/he writes, “ _______________.” In this passage, X is suggesting that _______________. In conclusion, X’s belief is that _______________.


	In my view, X is wrong/right, because _______________. More specifically, I believe that _______________. For example, ___________. Although X might object that __________, I maintain that _______________. Therefore, I conclude that _______________.
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