




 





Article of the Week #3				Due date________


 No-Man’s Land: One Man’s Odyssey Through The Odyssey














Student __________________________________________	# ______	Block __________________


Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 


Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


	BOX -UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering, [(+) agree, (-) disagree]


Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term. Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.


Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     


BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)


YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)


PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)


PURPLE - literary devices, tropes


PINK- methods of development/organization 


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.


Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.








SCORE: ______________/3 Points


Completion


Correctness


Timeliness


Compilation





Total score: 	________/4





Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read: 





After reading this article, what would you title it?


________________________________________________________________


Scott Huler, Crown Publishers, 2008, New York


Scott Huler is a writer who became interested in Homer’s epic poem and went on a journey around the Mediterranean—a kind of odyssey for the modern man. 


(1) THINGS GO WRONG, PLANS FAIL, fate makes sport of our best intentions. We say one thing and do another; nothing turns out as we expect. It's an unpredictable life, and we comfort ourselves by blaming greater powers…. Think, though, of the ancient Greeks. The Greeks had an entire pantheon of gods; the Greeks had gods like we have siblings, cousins, in-laws—and just as busy, just as nosy, too. So the ancient Greeks knew their plans could elicit laughter —and expect trouble—from not just one source but a dozen. That was the gods' favorite thing, interfering with people's plans….


(2) It still is, I think. So not long ago, when I briefly took to making plans, I should have been listening for that laughter. You could say I went looking for it. It began after all with a public promise [that I would never read James Joyce’s Ulysses, which is based on The Odyssey]—which the gods made sure I broke, almost instantly. Afterwards came a headlong journey, filled with discovery, wonder, and adventure, which seems like their kind of joke too—at least, they've been using it for a while. In the end, of course, it's a long story. You can start almost anywhere. 


(3) My wife noticed my increasing interest in the [Odyssey], and she one day saw at a flea market a little book with a jacket all of blue: a simply drawn sea, and on it, alone, a tiny yellow boat. The Odyssey of Homer, in a 1960 translation by one Ennis Rees, in a nice handbook size. It found a place on my night table, and I opened the Odyssey to reread it.


(4) I COULDN'T REREAD IT - which leads to a more embarrassing reversal, though on a more intimate scale. After not very many pages and some honest consideration, I had to acknowledge that the reason I remembered so few specifics about the Odyssey was that I had never read it at all. Unfortunately, I had been brashly claiming to have done so my entire adult life. I remember the little red version of the book I got in ninth-grade English, and I remember a color lithograph it contained of a bearded guy on a raft in a stormy sea. Seeing it on my reading list, my mother had assured me: "If you can get past the language, it really is just the greatest adventure story." The story of Odysseus, hero of the Trojan War, making his ten-year journey home from the Greek victory at Troy, the Odyssey, by the blind poet Homer, was one of the epic poems that constitute the foundation of Western Civilization. Shipwrecks, storms, monsters, witches, pretty girls, gods and goddesses, archery, treasure, swordfights—all this awaited if I could "get past the language."


(5) No chance.… All I remember now from that English class is a movie we saw of part of the Odyssey, in which a man wanders among stone walls, orating the story of Odysseus and the Cyclops. Odysseus and his men, trapped in a cave by the giant Cyclops, get the Cyclops drunk and blind him, then slip past him by hanging onto the bellies of his sheep as they exit the cave….


(6) We cheated on quizzes and dawdled through class, wrote themes and moved on to whatever was next, and that was my junior high school Odyssey experience. A color lithograph, a tiresome movie, a book I didn't read. And though one collegiate summer I filled a hole in my education and read the Iliad, Homer's other masterpiece, I never returned to the Odyssey. It was checked off that giant list of books you are supposed to have read, and I never went back.


(7) IT'S ENOUGH TO MAKE YOU BELIEVE IN THE GODS. Sure, the Odyssey is still a little long, still a little dense, and the epic poetic language does take some getting used to. Nonetheless I read it—on my own—and by the time I finished I felt the book had sought me out, that my need for the Odyssey had manifested itself and brought the book to me—"with the help of some god," as characters in Homer commonly say of remarkable occurrences. I had ignored it in the ninth grade and in my twenties blindly claimed to adopt its hero as my model. But when in my 40s I finally actually read it, the Odyssey turned out to be everything I had ignorantly imagined it might be.


(8) First, as my mother promised all those years ago, it's a great story. But there's a lot more, too: those famous stories we all half-know turn out to constitute rather a small portion of the whole—about four chapter-length books out of 24 total. And the remainder, the parts of the Odyssey nobody talks much about—the wanderings of Odysseus's son, Telemachus; the struggles of Odysseus's clever wife, Penelope; the challenges that await Odysseus when he finally returns home—have a resonance I never imagined. A funny thing about the difference between 14 years old and 44: This time the Odyssey spoke to me. This time I got the language. This time I couldn't let it go.


(9) Episodes to which I had been referring for decades suddenly made sense—and stories whose fatuous morals I thought I knew (Rely on your wits, not brute strength! Choose carefully among difficult alternatives! Don't seek to know more than is good for you!) turned out to have unexpected depth and complexity….


(10) This book got my interest. This was a book worth more than a simple reading. This was a book, at long last, worth the return. I read it again, then again. I came to see the passage of Odysseus from Troy to Ithaca as a metaphor, a series of adventures in which Odysseus demonstrates what he needs to learn—or unlearn—to live his life. The Odyssey became the book I carried around, dipping into in spare moments—while the car got an oil change; in the waiting room for the eye doctor; for a few minutes before sleep. I had a handbook: The oldest lessons in the world were still the lessons I needed to learn—and they were still waiting for me in the Odyssey. During those post-college years when I claimed Odysseus as my role model, I had been right. I hadn't known what I was talking about, but I had been right. … Homer wrote down the Odyssey nearly 3000 years ago, and we've been constantly retelling it ever since, but I had still managed to miss it….


(11) Somewhere deep inside my brain, this started a train of thought. I wondered: Why don't I do the same? As I read and reread the Odyssey, as I returned to certain passages over and over, gleaning more each time, the Odyssey began to genuinely occupy the central metaphorical position in my life I had once claimed it did. So I thought: Why shouldn't I visit my sacred sites…? Whom would I meet? What would I find? Why don't I go to Troy, where Odysseus finished the Trojan War, and make my way to Ithaca, the western Greek island Odysseus called home? … I wanted to go where Odysseus went, to learn what Odysseus learned.
































Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read:





1.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.





Twelve Word Summary: Summarize the entire article in twelve words. (think: who, what, when, where, how)














What was Huler’s experience with The Odyssey as a junior high student?











Why does Scott Huler want to take a journey? 

















What can ancient literature teach us about life?














What do you think is the theme of this article? Create a thematic statement from your list of abstract thematic ideas (in your reference handbook).
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2.   Based on the thematic statement you created, explain how the author supports this idea or theme throughout the article. Be sure to state the theme. Cite directly from the text. 






































RI.9-10.2, W.9-10.9b, W.9-1010
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3. Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article (use your reference book for help). Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!


Sample:


Chen, Davis. “Bear Facts.” Our Wildlife 9 July 1988: 120–25. 


(Author) (Title of article) (Publication name) (Date of issue) (Pages)
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4.   How do our life experiences impact the things that people value? How do these experiences change the way people view events and ideas from their pasts? (ICE/TAG).


Step 1: Restate the question  insert your opinion/argument/answer. 


Step 2: According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title),”  introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph). 


Step 3: Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.
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