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These famous excerpt from Book 9, in which dysseus interacts with the Cicones, the Lotus Faters, the Cyclop

clever verbal sparring.

grtant events in the
Directions: As you read the passage, make note of specific speakers’ dialogue. Ekamples of literary elements and flguranv&;I Ianglt.lage of imp
bboks; evidence of the'gods intervening/will of the gods. and the words and details that help you understand Odysseus' character W

Objectives:
e Students will annotate the text ta pay closer attention as they read and gain a closer perspective of the text.
e  Students will analyze characters in Book 9 and their responses to various kinds of conflict. Lo
o  Students will monitor their own learning and begin analyzing the text for patterns, contrasts, epic-specific literary elements,
and symbols
i ide insight into what his

" Students will provide textual evidence that identify the protagonist's character traits and provi
actions and reactions reveal about his character.

- fim to revesl his identity. He eventually agrees and begins the tale of fis travels since leaving the war.

Summary: Nearly ten years have passed since the end of the war against Iroy, but
one of the greatest Greek generals has not yet returned home. Udysseus has
encountered 3 series of disasters on his vayage and is now the prisgaerpf a nymph
named Lalypso. He has angered Paseidon, who has prevented him from returming to
his wife, Penelope, and his son, Telemachus, on the island of lthaca. But Poseidon is
visiting Africa, and the other gods agree to act behind his back to assist Odysseus.
UJdysseus has been imprisoned by Lalypso for seven years, and he is miserable. She
loves fer handsome captive and will not let him go, but she is farced to change her
mind when she receives a strangly worded order from Hermes sent from Mount
Dlympus. Lalypso helps Odysseus make a raft and he departs, but he does not have
smooth sailing. Paseidon learns that his old enemy is attempting to go home and
Shjpwrecks him with g fierce starm.

Zeus's daughter Athena steps in to assist Jaysseus and helps him to get ashore on the /S/ﬂﬂzf of Phaeacia. Princess Nausica discovers ﬁ//77
naked and near death, and takes him home to the palace of her father, King Alcinous. The Phaeacians treat [dysseus as iﬂﬂb/ﬂ guest and urge

/ TIME  NCB Close Reading/Annotations/ and Related Questions The Cicones

0:

[t

| 2 Around her a ring of islands circle side-by-side, 696 S 9

Well then, what shall | go through first, 3P|TY\QTQ

what shall | save for last? I axmnm ‘ ) (;Q{

What pains—the gods have given me my share. \ _kj' %

Now let me begin by telling you my name ... Yg\h‘ I w m& m )

so you may know it well and | in times to come,

if | can escape the fatal day, will be your host, Y\
our sworn friend. though my home is far from here. (b

| am Odysseus, son of Laertes, known to the world

for every kind of craft--my fame has reached the skies.

0. Sunny Ithaca is my home. Atop her stands our seamark,

I Mount Neriton's leafy ridges shimmering in the wmd

5

- rearing into the western dusk
B while the others face the east and breaking day.
" Mine is a rugged land but good for raising sons—

- Dulichion, Same, wooded Zacynthus too, but mine
" lies low and away, the farthest out to sea, O%Q_E B Oﬂ Highlight Ddysseus's description of Ithaca. hom@%

How does Odysseus feel about his home? Highlight the

B andl myself [kpow no sweeter sight on egth evidence that supports your apswer.
" than a man's own native country. l a
2 Trge enuugﬂﬂJalypsu the lusﬁlus gnddess trled tn huld me back, 0

cerpts |
Book 9 Excerp s Polyphemus, features Ddysseus’ quick wit and - /
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21
28
28
30.
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32
33.
34.
35,
36.
37.
38.
3.
40.
4l.
42.
43.
44

B8.

™. tg the nearest shoreling, pulled with all our power.

A *There, for twa gights, twa days, we lay by, no letup,___.
eating our Rearts out, bent with pain and bone-tired.

IN]

| 73

|

T4

' ™ we lounged at the oarlocks, letting wind and helmsmen
" keep us true on course

So nothing is as Sweet as a man's own country

his own parents, eyen though he's settled dow

In some luxurigus house, off in 4 foreign land
and far from those who bgpe him.

No

Zeur:qrﬁ: Come, let me tell you abaut the voyage fraught with hardshi

5 in icted on me, homeward bound from Tray . m )NS iﬁ: m
& wind drove me out of [liym on to Ismarus,

the Cicones’ stronghold. There ksacked the city,

killedsthesmen, but as for the wives

_ , and plunder,
that rich haul we dragged away Trom thﬂgﬁ— :
we's i 0N one, not on my account, Sy A
would go deprived of his fair share of poils. r[(,hee j (I')C\S A»
Then | srged-them to cut and run, set sail” i |\
but would they listen? Not those [mutinoug faols; d‘%baheYYh ;

there was too much wine to swill tog many sheep to slaughter
remnforemants

down along the beach, and shambling longhorn cattle.
And all the while the Cicones sought out ather Cicones,
called for help from their neighbars living ifland:

a larger force, and stronger soldiers too,

skilled hands at fighting men from chariots, \ A
skilled, when a crisis broke, to fight on foot. N W
[ut of the marning mist they came against us— O(k,
packed as the leaves and spears that flower forth in spring— g l|6
and Zeus presented us with disaster, me and my comrades -
doomed to suffer blow on mortal blow: Lining up,
both armies battled it out against our swift ships,
both raked each other with hurtling bronze lances. ‘H"\[‘O\N

Long as morning rose and the blessed day grew stranger

e
we stood and fought them off, massed as they were, but then,
when the sun wheeled past the haur for unyoking oxen,

the Cicones broke our lines and beat us down at last.
Out of each ship. sy men-at-arms were killed; Cl?’%hl )
the rest of us rowed away from certain doom.
From there we sailed on, glad to escape our death
“yet sick at heart for the dear companions we had losf.
“But [ would not let our rolling ships set sail until the crews
had raised the triple cry, saluting each poor comrade
cut down by the fierce Cicones on that plain.
Now Zeus who masses the stormelouds hit the ﬂeea{g

with the North Wind— ‘ .
s I, W

a howling, demanic
in thunderheads the earth and sea at once=

and night swept down from the sky and the ships went plunging headlong an
our sails slashed to rags by the hurricang's blast!

We struck them—cringing at death we rowed our ships

rs

When Dawn with her lovely logks:brought on the third day.
HET StEpping themastsand horsting white sails high,

IYoreryenhan

What do Odysseus and his men da first after |

Why? Q&’ro Tegmayu
e UNES, S6C
CITIES

O\ASSP(%‘
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Character Traits displayed in this episode

(dysseus

M

persunficg

WO JGHoCE
%0«; -mnade |

m@\\s nMunineus
re,rm% 0 Jaave o Crun
sl Tl

Men
W heruio.
M8 e 16

Odysseus left Troy with 12 ships. How many men were

killed in this episode?
heavy logses- 1% run
{mm evidence of the passage of time in the stary.
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The Cicones

Episode
Summary

Character Traits

Odysseus's

Textual Evidence
Commentary

Choose character traits that

&

& W
il

h L&

Choose textual evidence and analyze how Odysseus
reacts to other characters and conflicts. What do his

reactions reveal about him?

)

¥ ¥

Consider ’fhe following questions as you pr

epare for a class di

ideas. Be ready to answer with textual evidence. - - -

o How did the epic address the Greeks' belief of gods and goddesses? In what ways did the gods intervene?

-

scussion. Briefly note your thoughts and

e [onsider the aspects of the hera's jﬁurney? Which part would you categorize the events if Book 3 as?

e Howwould your characterize Odysseus throughout book nine?

j i "l YO
" 'l 2 5

| e Doyou believe Odysseus's actions throughout Book 3 are indicative of his ultimate goal of returning

home?

-




A
S

I E'iht have reached my native land unscatheq,
but just as T doubled Maleg S Cape, a tide-rip

and the North Wind drave me way off course,

How lon

R

a did Odysseus and his men stay on the “nearest
horeline” after their attack on the Cicones?

212 careering past Cythera. Nine whole dziy‘s' dnv':‘n th orm
. | was bnlrne.alnng by ruumds 9 ern CDW
) on the fish-infested sea. Then an the tenth AR e
85' our squadran reached thedand-of the Lotus-eaters, 4 ke M g v
' people:who eatithelotus, mellow fruitiand flower. L R
* We disembarked on the coast, drew water there ok
B and crewmen snatched a meal by the swift ships. A o
. Once we'd had our fill of food and drink | sent '30\% o :
o 8 detail ahead, twg picked men and a third, a runner, BTy
. to scout out who might live there—men like us perhaps, ‘o o e
% wha live on bread? S off they went and soon enoigh (AN S )
% they mingled among the natives, Lotus-eaters, Lotus-eaters g Y
NON' L who had no nation of killing my companions, not at all, £
‘\(\Q\,@W\, they simply gave them the lotus to taste instead ... Q MY /
B Any crewmen who ate the lotus, the honey-sweet fruit o NWLH e
L |ost all desire to send a message back, much less return, {{ WsdMaZi 10dysseus and his men in the Land of the Lotus Eaters
| o terostube b | VMETE
| 53. ~  inurney home 0. G i Character Traits IS‘IJ ;vg in IfS B‘I:. o
o dissolved forever, But | broughf them back, back Odysspus io i clfvation or 1t
100. to the hollow ships, and streaming tears—| forced them, 6 ‘ve w U e \0 Q“. h m'“n
Al hauled them under the rowing benches, lashed them fast /& m;\@d N N0 \osye S
and shouted out commands to my other, steady.comrades: ‘

lis:

‘Quick, no time to lose, embark in the racing ships!'—

00y

]

i so none could eat the lotus, forget the voyage home.
U5 They swunq aboard at once, they sat to the oars in ranks
106.

and in rhythm churned the water white with stroke on stroke.

destre o o
A Q«Mg&) hom UA&
What traits does Odysseus reveal here that set him apart
from his men? (underlined passage)

Wer-fl

|

Connecting Characterization to Theme

Summarize each major episode in column

= ummary

Choose character traits that

Choose textual evidence and analyze how Odysseus reacts to

other characters and conflicts. What dahis reactions reveal
’ apaut him? éo i

he Lotus Eaters

LU Ranot
®

(%)

[Q.109)

hook

7 TGk
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NC 9 Close Read’rﬂg/nu ations/ and elated Questions: The yclops {the island)

Summary: Just offshore for the land of the Cyclopes is a deserted island with a fine natural harbor. ﬁdysseus and his men spend two com
days there. [n the second dsy, overcome by curiasity, Odysseus sails to the mainland with one ship and crew ( of the dozen that he eft Troy
with). He wants to see just what sort of creatures the Lyclopes are.

/Df‘[ab,e \

107.

110.
Mll.

112.
13.
114,
5.
116.
7.

8.

108.
109.

Fuanthesssah, a priest-of-Apollo, lord-ofsmarusy

From there we sailed on, our spirits now at a low ebb,
and Peached the land of the high and mighty Cyclops:
lawless brutes, who trust so to the everlasting gods
they never plant with their own hands or plow the sil. ,
Unsown, unplowed, the earth teems with all they need,
wheat, barley and vines, swelled by the rains of Zeus

to yield a big full-bodied wine from clustered grapes.
They have no meeting place for council, no laws either,
no, up on the mountain peaks they live in arching caverns—
each a law to himself, ruling his wives and children,

not a care in the world for any neighbor.

{a m s?nr

~l\

‘li‘|; B8

o

l called a muster briskly, cummandmg all the hands,
'The rest of you stay here, my friends-in-arms.

, passageo fiis
'l go across with my own ship and crew
and pruhe the natives living !]EEI‘ there mkes \ Sh‘P

What are they—violent, savage, lawless'7 iy

or friendly to-strangars, god-fearing men?

With that [ boarded ship and told the crew

to embark at once and cast off cables quickly. ALY ]
They swung aboard, they sat to the oars in ranks §‘t) red
and in rhythm churned| the water white with stroke on s

But as soon as we reached the goagt | mennnued—np lonq trlp—

!%spm’d a'cavernjust'at the shore! wahnve the sup
owering, overgrown witfi laurel. Wnd fene big fluclés r“'
Y\P

sheep and goatgy werg stalled to ‘spend the nights,

and around jts: mnuth a yard was walled up

with quarmemmhrs sunk deep in the earth |

and enormous pines and oak-trees looming darkly;j
ere was a giant's lair, in fact, who,always pastureds

his sheepflocks far afield and never mixed with otfers

A grim loner, dead set in his own lawless ways.

Here was a piece of work, by god, a monster

built like no mortal who ever supped on bread,

npHon
no, like a shaggy peak, |'d say—a man-mountain

rearing head and shoulders over the world. &O\OPS

ow then, Ttold most of my-qood trusty crew to wait,

)(

while | picked out my dozen finest fighters and off | went
But | took a skin of wine along,

it of the vanJ
s l2bi ’g_ar\d O{W\QC («\QPS

'Nighlightthe description of the Land of the Cyclops.

no tarm

The

N()U\

*( 5 cunow

hc harve
0S
prw b5

fygﬂgygseus making tHis expedltluntu the islan Uf the .

yne”ps\s curoys. he wan+6
10 50 What's onthe:

1stonGefreadom to purevs adyen

2N w
Are Odysseus's intentions hunurahle'7

Highlight the evidence that suppurts yOUP answer.
honorable n’r

h“{%o or ‘m \0%

Use ane word to describe Odysseus's observations about

“ectremely lorog

Highlight evidence that supports your chaice.

“ \\kga ahaggy peo”

lve
H‘n

i

to sit tight by the ship and guard her well
the ruddy, irresistible wine that Maraom gave me once, \
Q\

because we'd rescued him, his wie and children.
reverent as we were; he lived, you see, in Apollo’s huly grove.

And s in return he gave me splendid gifts,
he handed me seven bars of well-wrought gold,

<o o el o s Qudenc

bowl of solid silver. then this wine ..

a mixin

how he oltouned

e WInL. . .



\

# He drew it oft in genergys wing-j —==
' “1ars, twelve iy ]
158 ” — n all,
I{ ;556 ﬁn !rJT?;&xs:‘i m:gdni?][i:: l?uzzzﬁuﬁlka Crink it fr the gods! C? U OV Who/ What does Odysseus bring with him to the land of the
57 only himself, his loving wife 3 Old knew that secpet store, 0 wine cynluas?mm

5 Whenever they'd drink 1t nd a single Servant, 0.(. 'H'\Q
159 & deep-red mellgy vi S

s ;\l«]lsnt}; cups of water he'd stip in one of v»l/]ivrrevmtag& m\xed S\)QLO\ wwe
& What an aroma wafteq from the bow|— ' Wahr

N =

What dues the anecdote about obtaining the wine say about

163
epic journeys?

B e .
N0 joy in holding back when that was poyred! (Qm bms«

Q)

Some giant clad in power Jike armor-plate—

r avage deaf to justice, blind tg law.

o hS:\E:[}tYIQEICHY made its way to his'ca\./e

= ailed to find our host himself inside;

" he was off in his pasture, ranging his sleek flockd
So we explored his den, gazing wide-eyed at it all

Highlight instances of
v Greek religious beliefs and
evidence of the will of the gods.

21 the large flat racks loaded with drying ch

m | i rying cheeses,

o, | the folds crowded with young lambs and kids,

175‘ split into three groups—here the spring-born,

. here mid-yearlings, here the fresh sucklings o

iy off to thg side—each sort was penned apart, ) Tk '

]78' And all his vegsels, pails and hammered buckets | V' What is Odysseus admitting here (underlined portion)?
i used for milking, were brimming full with whey, a. ‘\'h&‘

he
L LFr'um the start my comrades pressed me, pleading hard, . he‘ ‘S agm‘ﬁ.\n& d
. 'Let's make away with the cheeses, then come back— o es hou\ hQV(’, \ ene
" hurry, drive the lambs and kids from the pens 0 hl \\/ my
B2 to our swift ship, put out to sea at once! Wﬂﬂ?@g\%\ \Q VQ{]

183. ;

G ut | would not give e Character Traits displayed in this episode

nd how much better it would have been— , ; ;
o Odysseus | His men

- fnot till | saw him, saw what gifts he'd give
186. ll;ut he proved no lovely sight to my companions. {:ore_ghadgwu'gxl- c : \0\10\
7. There we built a fire, set our hands on the Cheeses, \(J Shea
i @gggﬂ;@pﬂle to the godsland ate the bulk ourselves ,
% “and settled down inside, awaiting his return ... h " aded Sm
0. And back he came from pasture, late in the day, . en WO\E

B herding his flocks home, and lugging a huge load N U\‘. b

192. vk * MR T ] AV S
of good dry logs to fuel his fire at supper. ) NOLN

" He flung them down in the cave—a jolting crash— ¢ What can we learn about the traits of an epic hero from his

% we scuttled in panic into the deepest dark recess. h\ e ""he, actions?

5. And next he drove his sleek flocks into the open vault, b

196. e -
all he'd milk at least, but he left the males outside, d

. rams and billy goats out in the high-walled yard. Ork U

8. Then to close his door he hoisted overhead .H\e m Q

8. 3 tremendous, massive slab—

M0 ng twenty-two wagans, rugged and four-wheeled, ‘
A could budge that boulder off the ground, | tell you, m v

22 such an immense stone the monster wedged to bldck his cave! d —— ot ot s R
25 Then down he squatted to milk his sheep and bleating goats, _\_D b\oc Comprehension: Summarize the events P

2% pach in order, and put a suckling underneath each dam.
5 And half of the fresh white milk he curdled quickly, (%X“'p

| 26 cot it aside in wicker racks to press for cheese,

T the other half let stand in pails and buckets, |
Io his QoS
eparing make cdeesed— CHORES

=<1
n

Pagel7

8 ready at hand ti wash his supper down.




I .
éf NC 10 Close Reading/Annotations/ and Related UMM

al ;::]9 As soon as he'd briskly finished all his chores
s c do 3”.-. !ua lit his flr“E and sp|e.d us in th’e blaze and .

5 V Ll Ll il \'\e WW Epics include a mixture of the everyday and the

) 22 \Where did you sail fram, over the running sea-lanes? P O How daes the Cyclops represent tha?
i '[% Yp\ ut on a trading spree or roving the waves like pirates, supern .

3

AY

24 “ sea-wolves raiding at will, who risk their lives
% tg plunder other men?' Who QI‘& YOU7 W ere,)a

26 The hearts inside us shook, yo “ mm
21 Aerrifigd)by his rumbling voice and monstrous hulk.
: rtheless | found the nerve to answer, firmly,

28
Od Smngen of Achaea we are and bound now from Troy! A
Y ~ Driven far off course by the warring winds, “ ‘n US

2 pver the vast gulf of the sea—battling home e , o that
22 on a strange tack, a route that's off the map, mS( m - What is Ddysseus suggesting about the misfortunes tna
5 and so we've come to you .. i occur on a journey?

- g%fiﬁiﬁ&t’uleasg King Zeus's plotting heart/

228

me
o Ne're glad tl? say we're men hf_ Atrides Agamemnan, m Qyuv“n
whose fame is the proudest thing on earth these days,
5ome troubl %
~ [Rom

so great a city he sacked, such multitudes he killed!
28 But since we've chanced on you, we're at your knees
m ;
in hopes of a warm welcome, even a guest-gift,
0 the sort that hosts give strangers. That's th@

& '%ipegt.the guds, myfriend We're suppliants—at your mercy! : What custom is Odysseus referencing in the boxed text?
2 e s

teus of the Strangers. guards all guestssandsupplisals:
24 strangens are sacred—Zeus will.avenge thein,rights! (wg mmwm I

C\{ (,\0\)?% ‘Stranger,” he grumbled back from his brutal heart,

THECAVE

235.

'you must be a fool, stranger, or come from nowher
2 telling me to fear the gods or avoid their wrath! a '+ “’ “ Highlight/Summarize Cyclops respanse to Odysseus with
1 We Cyclops never blink at Zeus and Zeus's shield me .‘.o regard to the gods.

28 of storm and thunder, or any other blessed god—

28 we've got more force by far. ; “‘he OOS . —
e %014 never spare you in fear of Zeus's hatred, '
( 2. you or your comrades here, unless | had the urge. I “'\'
%2 Byt tell me, where did you moor your sturdy ship mm am-\
%8 when you arrived? Up the coast or close in? ZQMQ —

Wyy{@ 24 1'd just like to know. ,
l ou r;:g So he laid his tra | We (lre M%{- a
6 6?\ P? 247: Tut Fie never caught me, HU'@'lsesmﬁe wurla E) po W‘GL?

. T wa,
i Rk e Character Traits displayed in this episode |

%8 Poseidon god of the earthquake smashed my shi :

o~ Poseidongod of the earthquake . YRR L

%5 Fig drove it against the rocks at your island’s far cap (QESQUS Odysseus | His actions/mativations
[

20 Tashed it against a cliff as the winds rode us in.

&
AL Tand the men you see escaped a sudden death. \eaoer &"\\? n Chw
( B2 Not a word in reply to that, the ruthless brute. bY Ve/ m QX\
| i gliirshing up; heJunged aut with his hands toward my men i \n . \i i\“

% sand snatching two at once, rapping them on the grouid
%5 the knocked them dead fike pups—_
B heir brains gushed out all over, soaked the ﬂunr——r q

Character Traits Referefic Sheet .

51 [and ripping them limb from limb ta fix his meal
%8| he bolted them dowd'like'a mountain-fion, left na scrapy
53 |devoured entrails, flesh and bones, marrow apd alll




m(% Pan

%5 But this time | lifted a carved wooden bowl,

| ﬂung our arms mleus WE wept i
k a l]ud»
ooking on at hlS gl‘lSly Wl][‘k %ﬁ : Eumprehensinn: Summ arize the events of that jUSt t[]Dk

) Aﬂd | Wlth m ‘wl hEEI" !
 tossteal up to Rivdray h A ‘F Fin
~ and stab his chest where ti T hQ-@ v rﬂ ¢

| groped for the fatal s
| pot but a fresh thought held
There at a stroke we'd finish off ourselves as w:II—mE b<aCk+h\ nks \-\- ‘-hr U
Tnro

~ then slipped it back in place

Piercing whistles—turning his flocks to the hills
o he left me there, the heart inside me brooding nrw
s Here was the plan that struck my mind as best .. )
" the Cyclops' great club: there it lay by the pens, u%e. C C\gﬁ
* olivewood, full of sap. He'd lopped it off to brandish U ' (m\'
~ once it dried. Looking it over, we judged it big enough eg.h

~to be the mast of a pitch-black ship with her twenty oars,
- afreighter broad in the beam that plows through miles of sea— S\lef

- solong, so thick it bulked before our eyes. Well,

- flanking it now, | chopped off atathum's Iength,l—' b QK{Q.C\'

~ pushed it to comrades, told them to plane it down, a(re "'0 woier
- and they made the club smooth as | bent and shaved Cuzs T

- and he quickly drove the sleek flock into the vaulted cavern, 1-he a
- rams and all—none left outside in the walled yard—

" this-own idea, perhaps. or a god led him on. - L\meh ¥ 0

- Then he hoisted the huge slab to block the door
- and squatted to milk his sheep and bleating goats,

Sz'tth“':'“ th"'ﬂEVEhPS had stuffzT T enn place

uman flesn, washing it down with i > dd 3
he slept in his cave, stretohed out alungrm ;Ell(ks (SQQ PYQV W0US I"KT}ES 8 Q l

| thought at first W '

e midriff packs the liver—

revenQe

how could we with gur bare hands heave back

that slab he set to blagk his cavern's gapi ' !
gaping maw?
So we lay there groaning, waiting Dawn's first light. MQY d be' d'uc
ficodion|naw dow)

When young Dawn with her rose-red fin

\ gers shone once

the manster relit his fire and milked his handsome ewes,mmE exw

each in order, putting a suckling underneath each da C

ﬁnd as stl]]un as he'd briskly finished all his chores CF‘ ([3%)
e snatched up two more men and fixed his meal.

WellTed, Tie drove his fat sheep from the cave, Yenusirsn‘“ dr‘rt\)o meg}\

lightly lifting the huge doorslab up and away,

(N3 d

as a hunter flips the lid of his quiver shut./ rNLL I d KS)
&’Yops Mpg!a)r:‘t\u heeﬁ>ysseus's plan?

how could | pay him back? giﬁﬁld Athena give me gliry?

- the tip to a stabbing point. | turned it over - -
" the blazing fire to char it good and hard, I\ S n-a w\\ynu were Odysseus's men, would you want to be picked
" then hid it well, buried deep under the dung = H' |n to carry out this plan?

- that littered the cavern's floor in thick wet clumps. \ re T '

- And now | ordered my shipmates all KQ \ i

- wha'd brave it out with me to hoist our stake and'grind it inta his eye
- when sleep had overcome him? Luck of the draw: |

| got the very ones | would have picked myself, _ l

-~ four good men, and | in the lead made five ... er \%r

- Nightfall brought him back, herding his woolly sheep Wl\ e O-F

gach in order, putting a suckling underneath each dam,
and as soon as he'd briskly finished all his chores C OPS %m

he snatched up two more men and fixed bis mel. ‘“.n Qeg Qhoy

)

201 TWamovre men

e Te———— .



45

NC 11 Close Readmg/Annutatmns/ and Related Questions: The Cyclops (the cave/esgap, E)

1 ® brimful of my ruddy wine,
%5 and went right up to the Cyclops, enticing, \n (zl OR
M\psw ‘Here, Cyclops, try this wine—to top off q W YWY\
*the banquet of human flesh you've bolted down!
( 38 Judge for yourself what stock our ship had stured

35 | brought it here to make you a fineffibation, hn
S0 hoping you would pity me, Cyclaps, send me home,

S but your rages are insufferable. You barbarian— (h
2 how can any man on garth come visit you atter this?
. What you've done outrages all that's rlght' — YO“ »\ b%

$24 At that he seized the bowl and tossed it off

g§25. and the heady wine pleased him immensely. ‘Maore'—
( U YE demanded a second bowl—'a hearty helpln \V e me mo
nd tell me your name now, quickly, Our naxY\uw

@
328' so | can hand my guest a gift to warm hls heart Y ' Y gqrﬁ' .
S5 Dur soil yields the Cyclops powertal, full-bodied win ou qe You ﬂu

\_I

‘

;z; Shu he ltjiar:llar'lethi. | puurded h[}mhanuther fiery bowl— a Odysseus His actions/mativations
- three bowls | brimmed and three he drank to the Jast drop, \
%% the fool, and then, when the wine was swirling raund his brain, Wm hle?nmg)q*%x‘r\.e
3. as you've promised. Nobody—that's my name. Nobody— Od
%3 so my mother and father call me, all my friends. __l, “ h
3. But he boomed back at me from his ruthless heart,
;’j With that he toppled over, sprawled full-length, flat on his back Y Q Q ‘V‘e
345' and lay there, his massive neck slumping to one side, % N()BODQ Iu}pn\f:‘f}é h¥ioh 'Summamze the events of this episode.
- and sleep that conquers all overwhelmed him now
to get it red-hot and rallied all my comrades:
'Courage—no panic, no one hang back now!'
ug And green as it was, just as the olive stake (m\S GF W Ye
was about to catch fire—the glow terrific, yes—
%5 | dragged it from the flames, my men clustering round
Siiamas some god breathed enormous courage through us all.
%7 [Grave my weight on it from above and bared it home
538 till blood came bailing up around that smoking shaft _
and the hot blast singed his brow and eyelids round the core
and hissed—
3 _as a shipwright bores his beam with a shipwright's drill
that men below, whipping the strap back and forth, whirl

%0 and the rains from Zeus-build.its.strengthsBut this,
% this is nectar, ambrosia—this flows from heaven!’ mows \'YS ' Character Traits displayed in this episode
Od “% | approached my host with a cordial, winning word: - NAre
~ "So, you ask me the name I'm known by, Cyclops?
%% | will tell you. But you must give me a guest-gift de
4 h s 10
%4 'Nobody? I'l eat Nobady last of all his friends— Q ’
%2 I'l gat the others first! That's my gift to you!'
% 35 wine came spurting, flooding up from his qullet |
3. with chunks of human flesh—he vomited, blind drynk. R)\ !Bm“ S
3 Now, at last, | thrust our stake in a bed n# d
pisting high that olive stake with its stabbing point,
E stralght into the monster's eye they rammed it hard—
~ and the broiling eyeball burst= mm
its crackling roots blazed
[ and the drill keeps twisting faster, never stopping-
| % S we seized our stake with its fiery tip




+ and bored it round and round in the giant's eye Explain the two epic similes
B twO epic similes Ere:

w8 (a5'a blacksmith plunges a glowing ay gy adze
% finan lcez?:yld;gg_thjnﬂihpﬁlEtd%BreeuhEs“ stedm e% &
S0 gnd its temper handens:th‘ﬂ.ﬂsﬂtﬁﬁj@hi{gt*ﬁﬁﬁﬁ— m k”
?‘ S snthe eye of the Cyclops sizzled round that stakel”
‘ ;Z He loosed a hideous roar, the rock walls echoed round
! o and we'scuttled hack.in terrar. The monster wrenched the spike
375- from hts'eye gnd out it came with a red geyser of blogd—
" he flung it aside with frantic hands. and mad with pam [Qrgﬂ W

%% he bellowed out for help fram his neighbor Cyclops

5. living round abaut in caves on windswept crags.
Z*; Hearing his cries, they lumbered up from every side

and hulking round his cavern, asked what ailed him:

™4 "What, Polyphemus, what in the world's the trouble?

¥ Roaring out in the godsent night to rob us of our sleep.

2 Surely no ane’s rustling your flocks against your will—

B surely no one's trying to kill you now by fraud or force!

%\Yp ‘Bmuhndy, friends'~Polyphemus bellowed back from his cave—
% Nobody's killing me now by fraud and not by force.”

1M 386. ! DL o . '
OH\M"SM If you're alone," his friends boomed back at once, WQ g\d

]

emus

~ "and nobody's trying to overpower you now—look,

% it mustbea plague sent here by mighty Zeus R’éX
389,

and there's no escape from that.
0 You'd better pray to your father, Lord Poseidon. €——

5. They lumbered off, bettaTghter filled my heart

= %2t think haw nobody's name—my gre1w roke—
((] = | 3 had duped them one and all. But the Cychopsthere, \_\Nb

(/( 3% still groaning, racked with agany, groped around
| 35 for the huge slab, and heaving it from the doorway, \
3. down he sat in the cave's mouth, his arms spread wide, d aj'
% hoping to catch a comrade stealing out with sheep— QX\ 0? m

\S What information did the readers just discover about
pogu on Polyphemus's family?

How did Odysseus use his wit in this passage?

3% such a blithering fool he took me for!

aE l But | was already plotting ... \ (ﬂ SQ

- | what was the best way out? how could | find
escape from death for my crew, myself as well?

02 My ts kept weaving, weaving cunning schemes—
NM ‘3. |ife at stake, monstrous death staring us in the face— 0 \ “ |

p‘an 04 till this plan struck my mind as best. That flock
5 those well-fed rams with their splendid thick fleece,

. sturdy, handsome beasts sporting their dark weight of wool: m

0. | lashed them abreast, quietly, twisting the willow-twigs
‘. the Tyclops slept on e | took them 6 YQ ”/

‘03 threg by three; each ram in the middle bore a man P\Q“n‘ 9

40 while the two rams either side would shield him well.

4. So three beasts to bear each man, but as for myself?

%2 There was one bellwether ram, the prize of all the flock,

43 and clutching him by his back tucked up under

44 his shaggy belly, there | hung, face upward,

% oth hands locked in his marvelous deep fleece,

% tlinging for dear life, my spirit steeled, enduring ..

“1 So we held on, desperate, waiting Dawn's first light.

‘8 As sgon as young Dawn with her rose-red fingers shone once mare:

"3 the rams wenf rumbling out of the cave toyard pasture, R ik
-~ Rgw ARy, persoidchm

N




I < £

- the ewes kept bleating round the pens, unmilked,
their udders about to burst. Their master now,

* heaving in torment, felt the back of each animal

"~ halting befare him here, but the idiot never sensed

e
(=]

ne 423
3 ( “2%. my men were trussed up under their thick fleecy ribs.
,770 25 And last of them all came my great ram now, striding out.
5 5 weighed down with his dense woal and my deep plots.
g p \ " _Stroking him gently, powerful Polyphemus murmured,
0 \{ \Dear old ram, why last of the flock to quit the cave?
~

% you with your long marching strides, first by far
of the flock to graze the fresh young grasses,

-~ first by far to reach the rippling streams,
 first to turn back home, keen for your fold

"~ when night comes on—but now you're last of all.
- And why? Sick at heart for your master's eye

N

i

=]
I=r]

" only after he'd stumed my wits uith uige—

5 that, that Nobody ...
~ who's not escaped his death, | swear, not yet.
~ Ohif only you thought like me, had words like me
to tell me where that scoundrgl is cringing from my rage!
: }'d smash him against the ground, I'd spill his brains— YN
looding across my cave—and that would ease my heart
"~ of the pains that good-for-nothing Nobody made me suffer!’
* And with that threat he let my ram go free outside.
* But soon as we'd got one foot past cave and courtyard,
~ first | loosed myself from the ram, then loosed my men,
~then quickly, glancing back again and again we drove 1‘hQ

"~ straight to the ship, and a welcome sight we were
% tg loyal comrades—we who'd escaped our deaths—
%2 Butfor all the rest they broke down and wailed.

* | cut it short, | stopped each shipmate's cries,

~ my head tossing, brows frowning, silent signals
 to hurry, tumble our fleecy herd on board,
launch out on the open sea!

 They swung aboard, they sat to the oars in rank;
*and in rhythm churned the water white with stroke on stroke.

* But once offshore as far as a man's shout can carry,
5. | called back to the Cyclops, stinging taunts:
45"'. ‘So, Cyclops, no weak coward it was whose crew
~ you bent to devour there in your vaulted cave—.
5 you with your brute force! Your filthy crimes
" came down on your own head, you shameless cannibal,
- daring to eat your guests in your own house—
- so Jeus and the other gods have paid you back!
That made the rage of the monster bail over.
% Rinping off the peak of a towering crag, he heaved it
%2 on hard the boulder landed just in front of our dark prow
‘T and a huge swell reared up as the rock went plunging under—

SUUG |

"~ In the good old days you'd never lag behind the rest— ng\r}(&% _.'l B
é q Wnae

" that coward gouged out with his wicked crew?— Wy\\X !‘76 Ym
% /

*our flock, good plump beasts with their long sharks, 3’( QQ "‘he
YGMS

a'wds%m
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NC 12 Close Reading/Annatations/ and Related Ouestions: The Cyclops (the escape)

What does Palyphemus notice as he sets his rams loose

to roam?

How would you characterize Polyphemus? Highlight
evidence from the text that supports your answer.

Summarize how Odysseus and his men escape.

d

™SNote the reactions of Ddysseus's crew upon his return.

h
gnus st\q

ersaway -

¥

4 tidal wave from the open sea. The sudden backwash % \ . ‘a
—Intunofes wiyphumus Who arls o Wl dert s shp
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92
5 2; lxi
G 490
= PO\YW‘B'% no, no—that prophecy years ago ...
" it all comes home to me with a vengeance now!

U mepy:

U§t us off and gyq
Signaling creyg
BSCape grim death

# tossing my head for degp life, ¥

=

% to put their backs in the gapg

4

=
=

but ance we'd plowed the brea
again | began to taunt the Cycl
trying to check me, calm me, |
0 headstrong—why?
‘That rock he ung in the

kers twice ag far,
Ops—men around me
eft and right.

¥ rile the beast again?”

SEea just now, hurling our shi
to shore once more—we thought we'd die on the sputlF"

‘Ithe'd caught a sound from one of ug, just a whisper
hg would have crushed gyr heads and ship timbers ’
with one heave of angther Hashing, jagged rock!
‘Good god., the brute can throw!’ .

So they beqged but the could not bring myiahtine

F called back with another burst of anger, ‘Cyclops—
if any man on the face of the earth should ask you

~ who blinded you, shamed you so—say Odysseus,
raider of cities, he gouged out your eye,
Laertes’ son wha makes his home in Ithacal

So | vaunted and he groaned back in answer,

478.
478.

482.
48
48
48
48
481,

491.
482
483.

“5. We once had a prophet here, a great tall man,

1 Telemus, Furpmuseson, 3 maeton-at-reading»sigwsp
whao grew old in his trade among his fellow-Cyclops.

/ 498,
6 “5. All this, he warned me, would come to pass someday— /
S0 that I'd be blinded here at the hands of one Odysseus.

5021 some fighter clad in power like armor-plate, but now,
%03 | look what a dwarf, a spineless good-for-nothing,

504 Y stuns me with wine, then gouges out my eye!
505

“¥ Come her ive you a guest-gift
5. and urge o speed you home.
07| am his son and he claims to be my father, true,

58 and he himself will heal me if he pleases—
. no other blessed god, no man can do the work!

52 as surely as no one will ever heal your eye,
58 not even your earthquake god himself!
S ‘But at that he bellowed out to lord Poseidon,

Poseidon, gadsaf-the-sea-bluermame'whorocks the earth!

”: It I really am your son and you claim to be my father—
cumﬁant that Odysseus. paidemnfieiti

&= %ﬁg&ﬂﬁj@hﬁma his horie i thaga.

i ~reaches hom&SA if he's fated to see

5 his people once again an reach his well-built house

S22 andkis 0N native GO et him come home late

A anme a broken manmhipmates lost,

L& Yone in a stranger's ship—

| “(1h2yd let him find a world of pain at home!"

=)

" Thgythrewthemselvesinthelahur,ruwedunfast %&W i : ,

Oubris:
extremepnde) B¢

There, was o
0y |

%0 But | always looked for @ handsome giant man to cross my path,

509
0 SS(M 'Heal you!'— here was my parting shot—'Would to god | could strip you
9™ of life and breath and ship you down to the House of Death

thrusting his arms to the starry skies, and prayed, Hear me—

I
7 drove us andward again, forcing us clgsg S
3 O s but grabbing a long pale, | thy Se inshorg
4

THE CYCLOPS IN MI3 WHATH BIAKE OFF THE TOF OF A

GRVAT HILL

Character Traits displayed in this episode |
Odysseus A His men

Nl
gn\%r\mdmg

What was the prophecy about? Why ié Palyphemus so

\lohbdy
\#ﬁpsg,? hoped for a.0)

Y%\?me% %woﬁh 8Fb\|’nqu
m ool vk

ighlight and number the parts of Polyphemus's prayer.

Comprehension: Summarize the events of this episode.

l

£

#
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NC 13 Connecting Characterization to The

528.

a3l
332,
a33.
234.

538.

341,

942

945,

047.
348.

a26.
a21.

a28.
a30.

a3a.
36.
a37.

539,
0 and herdmg Cyclops' sheep from our deep holds

% my friends-in-arms made him my prize of honar,

5 and burnt his thighs toGranus’ mighty son,)

 [gus was still 0DSESSET
* my entire oarswept fleet and loyal crew of comrades.

- Now all day long till the sun went down we sat

+ and feasted on sides of meat and heady wine.

- Then when the sun had set and night came on

- we lay down and slept at the water's shelving edge.
" When young Dawn with her rose-red fingers shone once mare,
' roused the men straightway, ordering all crews

* to man the ships and-cast off cables quickly.

~ They swung aboard at once, they sat to the oars in ranks

- and in rhythm churned the water white with stroke on stroke.
~ And from there we-sailed on, glad to escape our death

So he prayed

and the god of the sea-blue mane Poseidon heard his prayer.
The monster suddenly hoisted a boulder—far larger—

wheeled and heaved it, putting his weight behind it,

massive strength, and the boulder crashed close, an m m
landing just in the wake of our dark stern,

just failing to graze the rudder's bladed edge.

A huge swell reared up as the rock went plunging under.

yes, and the tidal breaker drove us out to our island's

far shore where all my well-decked ships lay moored,

clustered, waiting, and huddled round them, crewmen

sat in anguish, waiting, chafing for our return.

We beached our vessel hard ashore on the sand,

we swung out in the frothing surf ourselves,

‘them round so o one, ‘not o 1my accuu’

é uld go ﬂeprwed of his fair share of spoils.
ut the splendid ram—as we meted out the flocks

mine alone, and | slaughtered him on the beach

oud who rules the world)/ rg&ﬂ
 foveshodowing

ﬂeus of the thunde
dutmy sacrifices failed to move the gae

Mourni

Based on what you know about Odysseus's journey home
from the invocation, how does this passage impact the

Wﬁs of his future?

What did Odysseus do with Polyphemus's rams? How does
it connect to Greek religious beliefs?

Book 9 The Cyclops

&)

How do his men feel about the loss of their comrades?

|

yet sick at heart for the comrades we had lost.”

Episode Odysseus's

Character Traits

Textual Evidence
Commentary

Summarize each major episode in

Summary
Choose character traits that

describe Odysseus.

Choose textual evidence and analyze how Odysseus
reacts to other characters and conflicts. What do his

psrevEapmet Y

|

|
|
|

/

column one.
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