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NOTEROO CheCie |

Notebook Check I: Determining Character Thraugh Conflict
Schelars call Books One through Faur of ke fayssey"The Telemachy.” In these introductary books, we learn the background of the
conflicts that Ddysseus is experiencing as a wanderer as well as the problems that plague his wife Penelope and san Telemachus back

home in Ithaca. A P D ru e a ATt H__ﬁ_ﬂ::ﬁ_,ﬁr

Conflict can occur between U IS AU \%m | Ej:_c_rg

-twe or more individuals (individual versus individual),

-an .:uam__m“ and his/her environment, is L ga‘w ﬂlryg,g
-8n individual versus society, :
-an individual versus himself or herself, AN § .?Q.QN
and in epic poetry, 8?2 W\u—wﬂfh : p‘
-an individual versus a god or goddess. (&PPDQ\ : as g A

n_ﬁamna_.wmae:mu . .m “_ mlnm.m%m__mna_.%.mm_ﬁna__,_sw*mgmu__:__uq
What dres a character say? What do others say about him or her? gﬂfﬁg (
WIS NG

| As you read the selected passages, highlight portions of the text that reveals the sKaracter of Telemachus as responds to conflict.
When you finish a passage. complete the activities following each excerpt. Consider the questions {a help you contextualize your evidence.
Use your Eharacter Trait Resource for help with this assionment.

_
i)
S
Odysseus journeys home—the exile must return! pa " _ :
is Od till not ?
thile | myself qo _w _u_%@_%nm .mwm\ _.Mmﬂmb.%a .Eg
; Caphie

_ of heroes the mighly Father's daughter storms against.

Passage 1 /o Baok One mooru—lcu 50 nanvws n
Athena, her eyes flashing bright, exuited, NG akler m an vs. Tung,

“Father. son of Eranus, aur* figh'and mighty king!

If now it really pleases the blissful gods Q§§9 INS man s . ,,

that wise Ddysseus shall return—home at last— Q _u_\o Q. .__y 0 .3\§ Vs. %ﬁ%
et us dispgtch the guids and giant-killer Hermes ﬁ@ﬁﬂ@ﬂ@ _5

down togygiaYsland, down to announce at once

to the nymph with lovely braids our fixed decree: g S ;m _w

rom
tg.a braver pitch, pire his heart with courage. -
mmo o ful assembly, g

mman the flowing-haired Achaeans t

eak his mind to all thosekuitors. laugMering on and on “ :UO\,E R_ o [ m a
is droves of sheep and shambling langhorn cattle _:@._.._o: ‘ wcg L Q@«s\.ﬂ.

A _ A
_ Next Twill send him off to Sparta and sandy Pylos, Qo e Q.@ E.D\& %

13 there to learn of his dear father's jousagy home. " !
E}%mrms.____me.mnam__msm mmﬁ%mam S.—w . o.w_gF

throughout the mortal world.”

Sum
Su Athena vowed : \»5959 : ars- N
W v e s Tthaca. diSquiselts
and boundless earth with the rush of gusting winds. OD mmm Cm _ _Q mjg )
Menes. (Mentor
!

& vegQ
_~home of the Gods advic
Vb And down she swept from ._un__wmr:om cragoy _Em_a.\ H.}le

and lit on [thaca, standing t dysseus’ gates, the threshold of his court.

She seized the rugged spear tipped with a bronze point—
weighted, heavy, the massive shaft she wigids ta break the lines

. liketMentes}lord of the Taphiang!
i : i@a?:m

mzmm_:.m. her branze-spear, she [noked Tk all the world like & stranger naw,

=7
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Passage 2 /rom Buok Dne

When you finish a passage. complete the activities followin

As yau read the selected passages. highlight portions of the text that reveals the character of Telemachus as he responds to conflict.

g each excerpt. Consider the questions to help you contextualize your evidence. se

your Character Trait Resaurce for help with this assignment. 15- 10

| ATHENA “You're truly Odysseus’ san? You've sprung up so!
Uncanny resemblance ... the head, and the fine eyes—
QQ | 1< ! seefiiminow. How often we used to meet in the old days
&m : efureffie gmbarked for Troy, where ather Argive captains,
3 afl the best men. sailed in the long curved ships.
: From then to this very day

I've not set ayeg on Odysseus E@: me."
(Mentuyhe PaAn f seen
And young Telemachus cautigysly replied,
TELEMACHUS “I'll try. my friend. to give you a frank answer.
10 Mother has always tald me I'm his san, it's true.
but ! am not so certain. Wha, an his own,
has ever really known who gave him life? %@g
Would to god I'd been the son of a happy
wham ald age overtaok in the midst of his possessions!

5 How. think of the most unlucky morta) ever born—
since you ask me, yes, they say | am his son."

ATHENA

¥
Whatls:
habpening...

25 How obscenely they lounge and swagger here, look.
gorging in your house. Why, any man of sense

who chanced among them would be outraged,
seeing such behavior.™

“Stll" the clear-eyed goddess reassured him, Qb:._.
“trust me. the gods have ant marked out your house

:__.m__n_;_:_:m::m:s___.m.
nat if Penelope has barne a son like you. ._+_m @%
But tell ma about all this and spare me nathing. O
What's this banquating. this crawd carousing here?

And what part do you play yoursell? Some wedding-feast, some
festival? Hardly a potluck supper, | would say.

Ready Telemachus
TELEMACHUS took her up at once: “Well, my friand,
3l Seeing you want to probe and press the question,
n %GV once this house was rich, no doubt, beyond reproach
_VP when the man you mentioned still lived here. at home.

Now the gods have reversed our fortunes with a ven
35 wiped that man from the egrth like no one sise before,

_,.L.._D__m_ _w&%_%m SO mich a a_“_\mm@%mﬂi) @

if he'd gone dawn with comrades off in Tray

0 r?DC.m\ or died in the arms of Joved enes,

lwn__nm he had wound down the Jong coil of war.

40 Then all united Achasa would have raised his tomb
and he'd have won his sen great fame for years to come,

Why is Athena so invested in Odysseus
welfarg? %h &\F
il
Where does she go first?
Afharc. o o
(b

ddumathus
%9

S5

W

arent
wlyou

F¥a

ING fotham

% PAUd

What is the state of affairs?

%__i the whirlwinds have rigped him away. no fame for him!
o

e
mﬁwag%&gw
| _gm%ﬁ_._

-
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- NOTEROTK CHECK. )

As you read the selected passages, highlight portio

Use your Character Trait Resource for help with th

ns of the text that reveals the character of Telemachus as he responds to conflict.

fthen you finish a passage. complete the activities following each excerpt. Consider the questions to help you contextualize your evidence.

iS assignment.

_

Passage 3 /ramBuok Dne

2%.10

How is Telemachus different after Mentes
leaves?

o

all
W
IS

oComg homg.
3 "Why, mother,”

M

]
I With that promise, off and msmmﬂ_.__“.:mmwﬁ 5._.@5.%& goddess flew
Amuy

like a bird in snaring flight
. i
. M%-ﬁﬁm

hut lgf
ith his father's memory more tha

Fius was a god, e knew it well and made at on
Tor The suitgrs.’a man like a god himseJf.”

e
: M0
the famou E,m_a.m“.@___#p@. sat in silence, listening
10 as he performed The Achaeans’ dourney Home from lroy. =
all the blows Athena doomed them to endure.,

And now,

from high abiove in her room ang

she caught his inspired strains ..
19 lcarivs*daughter Penelope, @arye

and dawn the steep stair from her chamber she descended,

not alone: two of her women followed close behind.

That radian) woman, once she reached her suitors, .

drawinig fier giistening veil across her cheeks, |1 ts TQ. verl
20 paused now where a column propped the sturdy roof.

with one of her loyal handmaids stationed either side.

Suddenly, dissalving in tears and bursting through
the bard's inspired voice, she cried out, “Phemius! h GQ&J
3o many other songs you knaw to hald us spelibound,

25 works of the gods and men that singers celebrate.

Sing ane of those as yau sit beside them here
and they drink their wing in silence.

But break off tis sog~ ~ S40p Sinoyune Y

the unendurable sang that always tends the heart Thide me mds
30 the unforgettable grief. it wounds me most of ! 1

How I long for my husband—alive in memary, always. Qﬁ 5

that great man whose famz resounds through Hellas

right to the depths of Argos!” m_u_.__.w PP o 1O\

e
10

e 1S
Q @8 h

Helsmow
(gstivee mld

Tdem
N

e:oﬁg
ot
(e o

etsfilled with
oOﬂam@S (onfiding.
tomparect fu

mselt .

ad

poised Telemachus put in shargly, “why deny
nur devoted bard the chance ta entertain g Mo

55¢S hys
& —- 1S

thetat

08

X

ewmwca

an

it
s

_S

any way the spirit stirs him on?

L4

Bards are nnt to blame— Zeus is to Bame. He deals iy each and every
| laborer an this earth whatever doom he pleases.
40 Why fault the bard if he sings the Argives' harsh fate?

bard’s ﬁg

hot the
ﬁgc: T

Ao

m stop
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As you read the selected passages, highlight partians of the text that reveals the character of Telemachus as he responds to conflict.
When you finish a passage. complete the activities following each excerpt. Cansider the questions to help you contextualize your evidence.
Use your Character Trait Resource for help with this assignment.

)

L 4

Passage 4 /omBook One 25 (0 How does Telemachus assert himseif ta the

sujtors?
_ But the suitors broke into upraar through the shadowed halls, ._.. ? QHQ.ES %ﬂf\j
all of them lifting prayers ta lie beside her, share her bed, ﬂ
until dfcreepTelsmachusltonk command:]"You suitars @ofo (Ev Q.i g Q %.vo..
who piague my mother. you, you insolent, OvErweening ... ﬂ
a for this evening et us dine and take our pleasure, QEOUN\ Q.mwmg
na more shouting now. What a fine thing it is

to listen to such a bard as we have here— 8~ m Q.Ogj g

the man sings like a god.

But at first light gﬁ@ g ,_.mm%a B_U Tw

0 we all march forth to assembly, take our seats
so | can give my orders and say to yau straight out;

Tomdmow
You must leave my palace! See to your feasting elsewhere.

devour your awn possessions, house to house by turns. H 29:* M\o;g
leav

But if you decide the fare is better, richer here.
] destraying one man’s goods and going seot-free,
all right then, carva away! But 'Yl cry out ta the everlasting guds in hopes
that Zeus will pay you back with a vengeance~all of you
destroyed in my house while | go scat-free mysell”

So Telemachus declared. And they al bit their ligs
20 amazed the prince could speak with so muc %

MaiInNg
Eupithes' son >===E_mé_. silence:

"Well, Telemachus. anly the gods could teach you
to szund sa high and mighty! Such brave talk. 3 F

| pray that Zeus will never make you king of Ithaca,
25 thaugh your father's crown is no doubt yours by bieth.” &@@NCM

Buicool-headegi Telemachus counterad Rrmly:
“Antingus, gven though my wards may offend you,
I'd be happy to take the crown if Zeus presents it.
You think that nothing worse could befall a man?
30 It's realiy not so bad to be a king, All at once
your palace grows in wealth, your honors grow as well,

But there are hosts of ather Achaean princes, lnok— ==% ’ _

' e suitors react to Telemachus
young and old, crowds of them on our island here— bejng assertive] |

and any one of the fot might hold the throne,
35 now great Odyssews is dead . E SOMW\(.;\Y _

But 1l be lord of my own house and servants, gé __
all that King Odysseus wan for me by force." ws_ _® S aﬁé C,t _
]




©

h-¢ .@ga@ Eq TSR/

A UTPINT M ﬁ)?qé)
. Froen (o oLnmoviry s vom hyn

AUPD TDUL I VP AL PO
@ o4~ D0V LN LI SORVOP0 T ay
géﬁugmg\ga QC;LDS. O—&O.ﬂ\m\\% E:_,_:____.:

sf] “daroeJeya sjy u safiuey ay} Gupneydxa ydesfieaed e apaf 4| joog noyfinoJy pafiueya snyaewa)ag sey moy

AdRUY bump | o me
DUTYR) PIOYuw) | SAVMROWITTY

81 SNyaewaja| jabessed sy} ul yum

"Jamsue .noA jsuonae :afiessed ay) uo paseq | |eap snydewaja) SA0p U3 o ad)

__ ﬁ\:,y. 4oy 3auapiAB enjxay apianJg | sty Buneanow sijeym Jo oypy | SNYIBUIBE) IO SUDIJBSSY | 1EYH Xam0d J0) Asewwns asiauo]
| W *§)18d§ JAJIRIEYT Y

|aazy el suayeyong Aay | suopeafjoy pue suoiay sy Jajaedeyn apos)d] Jo vondwasag | afiesseg




© NoTeROk el B HINRS

Enrichment Task Henors: Read and annotate the below quotation about e Jdyssey. Then. consider the foflowing questiens as yeu
prepare for a class discussion. Be ready to answer with textual evidence, Write two more questions with your group to contribuie to
the whale graup discussion. .

In Poetics Aristotle makes the following claim:

.The story of the Odyssey can be stated briefly. A certain man is absent from heme for many years; he is jsalously
watched by Poseidan. and laft desolate. Meanwhile his home is in @ wretched plight—suitors are wasting his substance and
platting against his son. At length, tempest-tast. he himself arrives: he makes certain persons acquainted with him; he
attacks the svitars with his own hand, and is himsgif preserved while he destroys them. This is the essence of the plot; the

rest is just episode.

L. What claims about /e Jdysseydoes Avistotle make?

2 If The ddysseyis 24 bonks long. then why does Aristatle say that “the story of the Odyssey can be stated briefly"? What does
he mean?

3. Lonsider the events of Book One. How did you react to Odysseus's situation, Telemachus's situation, and Penelope's
sitwation?

4. Why might you want to see them resolved in the “episndes” that Aristotle refarences?

r

5. Consider the information provided i the invocation, the peem “Ithaka,” and the quatation from Aristotie. In each text, the
story of fhe Jysseyis captured in brief, In fact, we know how the story ends. So why do we read it?

8. Similarly, why do we listen to stories retold by friends and family even though we know how they end? What does the
experience of hearing or reading a story in full da for us?




NG ay) 0 ame] ayl,,
Z1 yoog

%ﬁ

1591 p
EE,QB

Ay % .___mm@mﬂv.__ab__:ﬂ m_ 1l ﬁnwggmg
kol

E N
S

D

LSCE_F%ﬂﬁgﬂ ¥ .. cC
,_B..mm& Jo uaanp Guiyaimag ay),
um;u L

OOUTUR

3
a@w%é ﬁyé?é ‘
ﬁ%f gmmw&%@

SYPOINE) S\Y IS

VYWOUWUMS
,ANE] S Juelg paky-Bu ay} b,
X7 6 yocg
5._. C\..D\.mw n O SHed| Jaje.ey]
.EEEES /80UBPIAY _waom 1 .Lw Q\j & 5,5nasspy) Aleunng /aposidy

A1y J1DGE (B3R SUOHIER. St O B} "SI0 PUE SIajTeJeyd
JAY10 0} 5}a82) SNaSSAP() M0y aZA|EUe Pue 3JUAPIAA [N}XE) BSOCND ‘ULINID ISEY B4} U “h[eut§ ‘SAassAPR aquasap Jey} siieJ} Ja1IeJeyd

2S00y "OM) ULIN[D3 40 ‘2UG W03 vl apusida Jolew yaes azewINS A3SSAFY Fy) {0 aNam} yfinaay) 2uly SYuog pead noh sy
SUD[EAID pUe SdajaeJeyq :sup Auanay

£ apesg
AassAgg ayy s seway buisq
away) 0y uopeziuajaesey] bundavue]




@

Activity Twa: Theme
Wsing the There Resuurce. chense une thentate topic For each bagh Then sefernce the wfgrmalion e thes below @ kel you wete
a thematic statement for each book. Read the themes below from past works that yau minht hava read Notice that these thesmatic
statements ara not baund by wark. genre. tims perwd er culture

Tu have a perfict srigty. people must sacnlice their indindual Y.
The Ladl of the Wild (liten how someons treats an snmal galubits his true character
Fabrenbeit §51 {lne of the most dangerous quatities of a conrolhng society is keeping citizens Jhtergte,
Romes and Juliel Qur reactian Lo condlict dietates our ouicemes.
To il a Maztingbird Bravery is standing up for what i right even i ethers comdemn une for it

iz Iy adfiag a quabilyng cise flen berause unless sen 5o that whether o ete } tn Further el oy o elain Q‘ -
Exampls frum Fakreabett 454 ;;’Tﬁ D l[«.Er-. Cﬁhb M 5 u
A catizens are it allowed to read theve ireedom is bmuted. ) 117 3 :

. 3 ——

s S
curtous .
mqm@r}( 4?'\'08 much rtc‘iican Creohe,

Back 9

brovex ~

ijtﬁ\'yﬂw

6
héme. -

p—

Book 10

loyal y
&ﬁg&n‘%ﬁ

Book If

0l
b

Back 12

ATohe Youd

o
Bock 39 p ACGT0 pine 04

00 Cﬂ

Dook 9 Excerpt
This famous cxcerpt from Book 9, in which Odysseus interacts with the Cyclops Pulyphemus,
leatures Odyssews® quick wit and clever verbal sparring. As you read the passage, mahe note of
words and details that help you understand Odysseus’ characier.
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| Vager EO ems. er _r
‘ l 0 Y g
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i

24 '-éhr‘llghﬂnll brought him back herding hus woodiy shesp

anl lie quickly drove the sleet Bock into the vaulled cavern.
rams and all- nane it oulside in the walled yand -

e e > TP 0 Hhe Qi 7
e g et e every dayChores

and as suon as ha'd hrshly finshed al his chores
het snatched up wo mare men snd fired his meal
But this time | klted a carved woaden bawl,

bramlul of my ruddy winz. w\nL 0‘ m (%Od/v
and went right up to the Cyclops. enticing

“Here, Cyclops try thas wing~ta top off

tha banquel of human flesh you've botied dowa!
Judge for yourse what stock our slip ked stored.

T brought it here to maka you a fue khatian.

hicping you wauld puty me. Cyclaps. semd me home.
et your sages are nsulferable. You barbaian=
how can eny man os earth coma visit you sftar this?
What you'va dane butruges el that's right’

Authal he sized he bowtand sseditoll i~ oL wl (hbrog/\a_

and the heady wine pleascd kim immessely. ‘Morg'~

he demandzd a second bow!~"a hearty helping! _4_ 0 W

Ao teh e your name now, guickly,

5o can hand my gues! a gilt (o warm his heart. W 0

{lur soil vields the Cyclops pawerful full-hodied wine \

and the rains from Teas build its strengih, But this / (L(}(lm 0

i st o=l Lo s e Une e{ e i

What dues Odysseus bring with
him 1o the land of the cyclopes?

his is i m fieavea

Sn ba dettared. | poured him another fiery howd—

three bowts | brimmed uod tires ha drank 1o the last dmyp,
th ool and then, when the wine was swirkng rund his brain
Tapproached sy hest with a cgrdinl pin

o, you esk me the name 'm kngwn by. EyclopsT

|wiﬂle|lwu‘ﬂulynﬁnusiyium‘amm-uih i hd !
#s you'va provvisad. obody = that's my nasiz. obody— a

0.y other snd father cal me. all my frends.' -

But he tieomed back at me from his ruthless heat 7

‘Nabody? I} ot Nsbody last of all his [ends— ')
1N ent the others hrst! Thal's my gilt to you!' q
With that run k

he toppled over: sprawled full-length Hai on i back toward ke Gieck soldiegs?

an lay there bis masswe neck shanping to one side h \— -?h

and sleep that conguers ai averwhelmed him row EJ QQ 8 %
as wing Came spurting. flosding up lrom Ids gullet

withchunks o uman lesh-Ye v blnddruck QYQSS— .

How dous the eyclops behave

How, 2t tast § thrust aur stake in @ bed of embers
1o get it red-kol and ralled 3l my comrades:
‘Tourage-na panis, no on hang back nowt”

And green as 1l was. jusl as the olive staka \Alm 1 ‘
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But ance uifshery as far as a man's shagt S Cany.

I called back to the Cyclops. stging taunts?

So. Byelops. no weak coward it was whose crew
yuu bent ta devour thers in yrr vaulied l:a

you with yaur brule Force! Vour [ty mn

‘£2me down oa your own head you shamaless c:mhat
danng to eat yor gusts in your ewn hoese -

50 pus and the ather gads have pad you backf

That made the raga af the manster hod aver

Papping off the peak of a fowenag crag he heaved it
50 hard thy boulder fanded just i1 front of our dark prow

and 3 huge swell reared up us the rack went pluging ender—

8 idal wave from the open sea. The sudden backwash
drove us landwand again torcing us clese inshore
but grabbing a fong pale. | thrust us off and away,
tussing my head for dear e, signating crews

to pul their backs in the oars. escapo grim death.
They threw themselves in the labae rowed o fast
but unce we d pluwed the breakers twice as far
ogan Lbggan ia taunt the Cyclops—men :rmmdmn

Inmln aiml, h

al rack Tie Tung nﬂleuapxslnm rhng our ship

o share puce more~we thaught we'd die on the spoif
" ke'd caught @ sound from one of us. just a whisper,
b would have crushed our heads and ship timbers
with 02 heave of anatlier fashing jagged rock?
‘God god. the brute can thrm!"

ut they could not bring iy figheiee spirit paug)
I called back with anather burst of anger. ‘[.'rclnp:-
# any man on the faco of the earth should ash yoy.
wha blinded you, shamed you so=say Mdyssens
retder of cilies. hie genged out yeur eye.

Bertes’ stm who rekes his hame in liacal’

vaunled and he grozned back i answer,

‘Oh na. e~ thal prophecy years ago .
it all cumsas hame to me with @ vengeance naw!
We once had a prophet here. a greal tall maa,
Telemus Eurymss' son, & master at readiag sigas.
wha grew old in his trads amaeg his lellow-Gyclaps.
At this. he warned me. would come ta pass someda -
that I'd be hhnde:l here at the hands of ona dysseus.

Huat | alwa handsuma

Founy Un
WITRIN

mmws Q
o

1S men q\,\e?hcm his- nestves

Shs

uddin
g\an’f L
(m

Jw T2y fum

M\;%w)?\ P \OUL
I\:‘:;:lel ’lulal.ll.t. dugs Odys % mﬁ

g ns THE WITTE WIRE. ye!
Coma Tiere Ddysseus et me givé you @ quest-gil

and wrge Pusewdon the earthquate god to speed yeu lame

I am kis san and ke claiss 1o be my father, trus,
and he hienself wif heal me o he pleases—

no other blessed god. no man can do the work!
fHleal you!'™

path,
suime by mmr in or-plate. by d‘haj‘ m
logk what 4 dwerd. a spineless goad-for- nnlhmu
STGRS Ve with wine. THET TGGES oul iy evel

d ihougm'xgoud e hugge

bere was my orting shot=Would to god | eoxld strp yau

2
Wh

220

130

240

[ %]

45

260

265

of bf and Lreath snd slap you dowis 10 the House of Death

88 surely o5 0 one will ever heal your eye.

nal even your ezrihquake god bi

fiut 3l that he belawes) qut fn lord Poseidan

thrusting his arms Lo the starvy skies. and prayed. 'Haar me-

SEEEEEET Dyl chemus s payer
a?h T COMes 1%& \
'\"R)S«Ud_ﬁﬂs O}}\?{ 7

lagrtes” sun who makes his home m lthaca,
Joushaduwing

never reaches kome. (ir i he's fated 1o see
aned come a broken rtan-all shpmates Tost
s PITKES S
Based on what you huow ubout
% LDdyssens’s joumey home from the

alond’ a siranger’s shp—
amm%mﬁ raint 2t home!"
So he praged
and the god of the sea-blue mane Puseidan keard hes e hos prager.
The monster suddenly hoisted a bnulder—lar farger—
wheeled an heaved i, pulting his weight behund it
mzssiva strength. and the howlder crashed close.
landing just in the waka of our dact sterm,
just failing ta groze the redder's bladed edga.
Ahuge swell reared up as the ruck went plunging under
yes. and the lidel hreaker drove us out to cur istand's
far shore where all ary well-decked ships lay moored
tlustered waiting. and huddted round them. crewmen
sal in anguish waiting chafing for our refurn.
We buached our vessed hand sshore on the sand
we swung aut in the frothing sud ourselves.
and herding Cyctops' sheep from our deep holds
wa shared them round 5o ng one. net o my accouat,
woald go deprved of bis lair share of spods.
Bt the splendid ram-as we meted out the focks
my friends-io-arms ruade bim my prize of honor,
mine slane. and | slaughtered him on the beach
and burat his thighs tn Cronus’ mighty sea
Teus of \he thunderclond WG Fules The werld.
?Em%hdﬁmmw

eus was sl obsessed with plans In desti
my enlire oarswegt flezt and loyal crew nf t:ummdn.s

jaw all Gy Tag Sun wenl dawn wa sat
ond easted on sides of mesl and heady wine.
Then whien the sun kad set and night came on
we lay down and slept ot the water's shebving edge,
When young Bawn with her rose-red kngers shane unce more
} roused the men straightway. erdering el crews”
to man the shups ard cast off cables quickly.
They swung abuard at ance. they sat ta the pars in ranks
aad i rbythm churved the water while with stroke on stiule

Hod lrom there we saled un glad to % ur death
yedsick at haart lor the comrades wg hiad fust.” sick al heart lor the comredes we had est.”

tus pzople once agamn and reack his well-budi hoyze
aid lus ywn native country let him come home lata

*invocation, how docs ihis pussage
“impact the events of his futore,

1d on
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Uut wheen summer cumes and the bumper crups of harvest
50 any spul un the rising grourd of his vineyard rows

b makes g beid heaped hegh with {allen leaves,

und there he lies in anguish

will bus old 2g¢ hearing hard upan hem 108,

end his prief grows as ba langs lgr yoyr return,

Bad 'us gnel grows as be «anqs 1o yoyr rglem._

55 Aod | with the same grief. | died and met my late.
Nosharp-eyed Roniress Shawenng arvows Wrough the falls
approached and broughl ma diwn with paintess shais,
nor did some hateful dlness sinke me, that so oiten
devastales the body. draing nur limbs of power.

6l M. it wag my fonging for you. my shining Odysseos—
you Bnd your quickness, you and your gestiz ways .

. that lure away my ke tkal had been swegt ‘s
&X\JSWS And | iy mueed i furmod. how { leoged
1o embrace my molher's spirit, dead as she was?
63 Thres times { rush 5“ i toward ber, despesat lo hold her,
¢ threa yues she fultered through my fingers. sitng awey
 bke @ shadow, dissobving kka 2 dream. aml each tima
the grief cut to the heart, sharpar, yes and L
lered out to her wivds winging into the darkness:
70 “Muther—why ol wait furme? How | lang ta hald you!—

soeven hiere, in the House of Death. wa can fliag
15t
3

our laving arms around each sther take some joy
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in the fears that numh the heart Or s s qust
seme wraith
lo imake me ache with sorrow all the more?’
e Mynable mother answered ma a: ance:
Ny sorimy son: the
This i o decepuon senl ¥ ugen Per:nph_u_
thls i5 just the way uf martals when wa die
B0 inevrs no longer bind the flesh and bones tagether—
the bz in allits fury burns the body down to eshes
once hle skips [rom the white bones. and the spinL
rustling. (liters away  Hown bke a dream.
But you must lang for the daight. b, quickly
B Remember all these things
s gne day you can tell them to yaur wile.'

Simle

L

bl

OI}O.QOE“"%h

NOTEBOO- NEG-

Iin this excerpt, Odyssesu describes his encounter with the bLnullfu[ enchantress Circe, who was ienowned fur
tuming men inlo swine. As you read, consider the words and detils that help you understand Odysseus’

clmmch.r
She u;u:ned her yleaming daars ot ance and stzpped forth
lnmlu:u kem alf in, and w they went all innocence. 6 d l{mm 5 m

14:50
Infy Curylochus stayed bebind—hn sensed atran

Shn ushered tem in ta sit on high-backed chawrs,
5 then she muaed them 8 polion—cheesa hacdey
and pale haney mutked in Pramnian wine—
st into the brew she slirred her wicked drugs
1o wipe from their memaries any thought of heme.
(inca thay'd drained the bawls ska hiled. suddenty
10 shg struck with her wand. drove them intn her pigsties,
all of them bristhing into swine-with grunls,
snouts -even their bocies. yes and only
the man's ménds stayed steadfast as befara.
T they went ta their pens. sobling squeaking
15 gs Lirce Hung them acerms, cerned nuls and mast,
comman fodder for hogs that raot and raf in mud
Hack Eurylochus ran 1o our swalt black ship
1o tel the disaster pur poor briends kad faced.
But iy as he might. he couldn't get a word ool
k] Nambung sorrow hiad siunned the man io silence—
laau welled in hes eyes, his heart possessed Ily grief
Wn assailed bum with questions—all at our wits’ ead—
ill al last be could recount the Fate our friends had mel
ﬂ wit went through the brush captain. as you commanded
eep in the wooded glens we came on Birce's palace
built ol dressed sione an a clzared rise of land,
Surmgons inside was plying a greal loam
and hew she sang—in a high clear vaice!
Ginddess or woman ~we cabled out and hided her
30 She opened her gleximing doges of gece and sizpped forih, { 'thT\
inviting us ¥l in. and in wa weal all innocence.
But ) stayed behind-1 sensed a trap. Suldenly
#ll vanished - bloited put—anl ene face showed aga,
thaugh 1 sat there keeping watch a good lang time”
tt thal report | slung the hefty hmnu
of my silver-studded sword around m m1 ‘shoul
ngnqhnwmtnuandlnldwmmmﬂa

b\ ave
ead me back by the same:vay thrat you camd” {‘
Hul he flung both raund my ke anllpl ded.
e ) m’rumn
Dan's fort:o me back there. captain, king—

i Civee
You will never relurn ynurself | swear, d %LS \ n QW
Coming

-

B

Ahe Feacta Hhemlitee the i wens,

‘%@Qdmm +YGDHJ?Y1Q.;

Frgleh

yau'll never bring back a singla man alve.
45 Quick. cut and run with the rest of us here—

we can shll seape the fatal dayt
Wﬂul | shol back ‘Furflochug stay right here.
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this sparit-numbiny eshavstan fram my budy
The bathing hrished. rubkary me skt with ol

thruwing warm leece and a shirt around my stauhers

she led me in o Sit on a siver stadded chair
penately carved. with a staal to rest ry feel.

A maid brought water soon in a gracelul gatden gcher

end aver a silver bas lipped it out

st | might rinse iy hands.

then pulled a gleaming table to my sule.

A staid hpusekeeper brought nn read to serve ma
appelizers aplenty too. lavish with her bounty

She pressed me tn eat | had no laste lor fond
1 Just sat therg. mird wandering fac away

Tostin grum foreindings

As soon as Circe saw me,

buddted nat touching my fond iFmerzed in samaw
she sidled near with & coaxing. winged word.
"Didysseus. why just sit iere, struck dumb.

eating your-heart oul. vt taucking fuod or drink?
Suspect ma uf shll more Ireahery? Hathucg to fear
Haven't | just swom my solema, binding gath?*

Sa she ashed. but | protestad. Trees

how could any man i s nght rand endiite

tha tastz of [uod and drink before he'd fread

s comredes-in-arms and lethed them i the @us7
it you. you realy want me to sal and drinky

sel them Iree. sl my boloved comrades -

tat me fpast my eyas!

S0 | demmande,

Dirce strode an throwgh ihe halls and put,

her wand hiebd kigh in hand and. Hinging open the pens
drove forth my men who lusked ke full-growa swine,

O

| sadness filled with sorrow s

225

e Ay j& wtand Eury o
A,hﬁ, 130
S

235

Facing her thera they stoed as she went along the ranks

aaminting them gng by onw with some new myge o -
and loak. the bristhes grown by the ‘Iﬁnﬁ

that Circe gave them shipped away [rom their bmks
and they turned men again: younger than ever
taller by far mare handsome to the eye. and yes,

they knew me at once and each san grasped my hands

and a painlul lostgmg for- Lgars overcame us alt*

a lerrible stbhing echoed through the house:

The goddess herself was maved and. staading by me
warmly urged me en—a lustrous guddess new:
Royal oo of Loertes, Diysseus. tried and true,

o at once 10 your ship at the waler's edye.

haul ke straght up an the share first

and skow your cargo awd rnning gear in caves.
then back you come and bring your trusty crew.”
Hler urging won my sj‘%r_g:;&il over”

Down | went (o tha switt ship al the water's edge.
and thers on the decks ) found my loyal crew
consumegbyth grief and weepiag bve warm lears
But nuwlves in stalls when cows come home.

240

A uﬁ%‘amzm ﬂ%ﬁﬁlw

3adins fum S
Sl R,

Crew.

dimies ef e herded back g i) 1 Farmiyard L/
oncet they've grated theie I @M%La[ﬁs
come Irisking aut (o meet them. burking et of Baeir pens, wm m

Twmg nontlop jastng. rusheng rousd Their molhers -
<3 my Shipaates (herw gl the sght ol my ety \g‘}%\ d d j—D w M
a0 o e

tame pressing round ma now. sireaming b
50 deply maved in thesr haarts they feh as i
they'd made ot back to theirmam land ther city, |
Tihaea's rocky soil where they were bred and reared.
And through their (ears their words west wirgieg hame:
toireback again.my gl How tnled wa are mm
‘s if we'd reached our couniry, ihaza, atlasil -{0
But come. tell us about tha [ate our comeades md.*
“Sull I replhied with & timely word of covnfort '
}
Suty pay o,
Snksaid and they jungd @ 0o oy Bmdng.
Only Eurylockus (ried to hold my shpmates back. m j‘U
his matingys quibiee! sined at ne and Eu lo Wy
fuols where are we runaing now?
Why are we templuyg fate?— /l; m . ; f)
why stumbtg bliadly dawn to Circe's halls7 mw\
She'¥ turn vs all into pigs or walves or kans w mm m) J
made ta guard that palace of hers—by lorce, | el you—
just as tha Eyelops irapped our comradas in his law \m
with bhgthenrled Adysseus right beside them all- j_hL
thanks Lo this man's rashness they died kool M “f } _er'o LU
Su be declared and | g hak & mind ;.

(< "1ef's haul nur skip siroight up on the shore first

and stow our cergo znd ruaning gear in Caves.
Then hoery. all of you come alang will ma

1a se2 our friends in the magic halls of Firce.
eating and drinking - the {easl flaws un forever*

1 driw the: shary sword from beside my big:

.and slica his head off, tumbting down i the dust,

close kin hal he was. 8ol comrades checked me: (,Q. dwwd K
owach mav Irying 4o calm me; leh and rght ﬂ VO

‘Laptain we'llleave him here # you comntand.

just where he is. ta sit and guard the shig.

Lizad us on to the magic halls of Circe.” M /3

Witk that,

up fram the ship and shore hey headed inkand.

Har dd Euryiachus malinger lry the hutl
£ STragg| ind (he rest

readng arp blast ol sy re
E wing
Circe had bathed my other comrades i her palace, .
canny aqd bindly rubbed tem sleek with o
and decked tem out in fleecy claaks aed shrts. -hﬂ. Jum O‘QQO\U
We found them all tngether. fuasting in her halls U/{)’

Once we bad recageized each oiher. gating face-to-lace.
e dgward me. pleadiag. '

eud, man ol achion.

o moru tears now, calm these Ld2s BTSN Tw.
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- Buok 12
In Book 12, Circe revealed Odysseus's course to him, advising how he might avoid each danger. Leaving her, he sailed
past the Island of the Sirens, be sailed between the monster Stylta and the whirlpool Charybdis. Next they reached
Thrinacia, the island of the Sun, where the Sun’s sheep and cattle grazed. Zeus later avenged the Sun {Helios) by
dashing Odysseus' ship in storm; only Odysseus survived, drifting back to Charybdis on a plank and thence, after ten
tays, to Calypso's Ogyeia. Here ends Qdysseus’ story to the Phagacians,

n How when our shep had left 1he Bcaan River roliing o her wake
mqwg’&w% launched oul into open sea will its Tang swells ta reach L‘) L Qj’} on (r? Qﬂm 33
ClreE

off guard and catches the Siransvorces i the air—
no saikng home bor him no wile nsing Lo mugt him
ne happy chitdren bearsing up at their [ather's face.
50 Th high thrilling song of tha Sireas will fransfix him,
Iollang Hhere in their meadow. rond them heaps of corpzes.
rotling away rags ef skin shriveling on their bones ..
Raca straight pas! that coast! Solten same heeswax
and slop your shigmales’ ears $o nona can hear,
none of the crew. but # you ara benl on heaning.
hava them tie yau hand and faot in the swit ship.
erect al the niast-black, Jashed by rupes to the masi
5o you can hear the Sirens” song to yaur heart's conlent.
Hut f you plead commandug your men to set you Irez.
then they must lash you [asler. rops on rope.
But onca your erew has rowed you past the Sirens
achoica of rotes is yours. | cannot advise you
which to dake, or lead yeu through it all -
you mus) deide for yourself -
but | ean tell you the ways of either courss.
On one sl beeting chifs shool up. and gaust them
pound the huge reanng breakers of blue-gyed Amphitete
the Llashing Rocks they're called by e the bissiul gods.
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n-and
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tho istand of Agasa- east whera tho Dawn furever young
has home and dancing-nings and the Sua lis risngs ~
5 heading in we heached our cralt on the sands
Lhe crews swung out on the low sloping shore
and (hers we felt asleep. awaiiury Dawn's first light 60

tnan 85 Dawn with har rose-red fingers shana agam M)\@{t mct
0 . j ) b

thspalched some men to Circa's halls ta bean
dead Dlpenor's bindy W it fogs in haste

oo Lib d 6
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and oyt o e vstands sharpest jutling headland

beld his funeral rites in sorrow, streaming lears.

(e we'd burned the dead man and the dead man's armmor,

heaping his grave mound. bawlizg a stone that coped it well
5 weplanted his balanced oar afoft ta crown hs tomd.

And s we saw 10 bis riles. each step i fure

Nar dl our comeng back from Death escape Ciree—
she hurried toward us. decked in nch regalia
handmaids loslowing close with trays of braad

Nl even bicds can escape them, ao. not even the doves
that veer and lly ambrost home (o Father Zevs:

even of those tha sheer Racks abways pick off one

and Father wings ong wre to keep the sumber up.
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20 ::g ﬂ:ealls galore :nd: glinting r:ddy wing. ! H:ﬂ:lup o ME 1:: ap:m“;ismd a:dnd s'llippml past= ln 7 m
e lustrous goddess, standurg in our mudst always seme ig salars’ campses \J &
liailed us warmly. ‘A my darling. reckfess [nends! 75 whirled away by the waves and lethal blasts of fire. O‘
You wha ventured down to the House ef Beath shvie [ine ship alane. one deep-sed erall sailed clear.

the Arga. sung by the werld. when heading homa

fram Aeetes’ shares. And she would have erashed

ngainst Hiosa giant recks and sunk ot once if Hera
80 iorlove of Jason kad not sped her thraugh.

downed 1o die twice aver—others dhe just orice.

e (CIFU O COM
5 Come ke smp food aed drink some wing.
ml::'n:': llnh;:mngld;:yh'eal yoe must Sail \h ‘ OJV l n “‘

[E*)

o
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But I will sel you 2 course and chart sach seamark n[ﬁ l JH {la the other side loom two enoranes crags .
5o acither on sea nor land will sama new trap )-. {kee thrusts into the vaulting sky ifs jagged peak. -
M ensnare you ia trouble. make you suffer more! feaded round with @ dark cloud that never leaves -

VAN

no clear bght zir can ever bathe ds crown,
85 nol even in summer’s ket or harvesl-lime,

Ha man un earth ceuld scale it mount its crest

nol even vath tweaty hands and tweaty lee! for clunbing 7 _.

the reck's so smonth. ke dressed and burnished stne,

And haliway vp that cliffside stands a log-bound caverr

gaping west toward Erebus, realn pf death and dartn

past it great Ddysseus. yeu should steer your ship.

Ko rugged young archer could it that yawning cava

with @ winged arrow shot from off the decks.

Seylla burks wside i~ the yelping horror.

yelping. na louder than any suckling pup,

bat she's & grsly monster, | assere you.

Ho one could loak on her with any joy.

nat even a god who meets her lace-1o-face

She has twelve legs. all withing, danghng down

Her feresighl won our lighting spints over:
Sa all that day Uil ihe sun wenl down we sat
und fuasted on sules of meal and heady wine
aad then when the sun had sut ead right cama un
33 the menlay down ta sleep by the ship's stem-cabiles
But Circe, taking ma by the hand, drew me away .
frum ali sy shipmates therw and sat me down
and lying beside ma probed ma for details
1 1old her tha whele stary, start o linish
b then the gueenly geddess lai my course:
Your descent to the dead is over: true
but ksten closely 1o what | (ell you row
and god himself wibl bring it back to mind.
First you will raise the island ef the Sirens.
45 ihose creatures who spellbnd any man alive,
whoover comes their way. Whoever draws tao cluse
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W kuny o e pans that Achaeans end Trojans woce gndured
um the sprezding plain of Trey when the guds wiled o <o~
all thal cames la pass on the [eriile carih, we hnow it alll’
Suthey seat their ravishing voices out across the ar
and tha heart ingide mo throbbed (o hsten longer
| sigrated tha cruw with Irowns to set me freg=
they llung themselves ot the oars and rowed on harder
ferimedes and furylockus springeng up ot once
to bind me (aster with rope on chafing rope.
But nnca we'd lait the Sirens fading in our wake.
once wa ceuld hear their sang ne more. theirergent cal
my steadfast crew was quick {0 remove the wac i used
10 seal their ears und Joosed tha Londs that lashed me.
Wo'd scarcely put thiat island astzrm when seddendy
| saw smoke end heavy breakers. heand their booma:g thunder:
The menwere terrified—varblades lew from thetr gep.
clattering down Lo splash in the vessel's wash.
Sha lay there. dead in Wis water ..
no hands v lug the bades that dreve ler on.
But i strodz down the decks 1o rousa iy Erewmen.-
hadting beside aach w:a witl a bracieg. winaing word:
Treads, we'ru hardly strangers al mesting danger—
and this danger s na worss then what we faced
when Eyclops perned us ug in bus vaulied cave
with crusking [orce! Bt even from there my courage
ay presence of mind sad taciics saved us sl
and we will live to renieenbier this someday,
Uhae no doubt. Up eow_ fallow my mﬁ
all of us work a5 enet You men at the thwditi—
Tay un with your oars aad sirke the heaving swells
trusting that Zeus will poll s through thesa strasts #ve
|Yn|.|. helmsman. hare's your erder—burn il i your gfld
the steering-gar of gur rulling ship & i your kands’
Keep her chaar of tliat smoke and surging breakers.
tead for these crags or she'l calch you off quand
she'fl yaw aver thera—yau'l plunga us all in rum!’
‘Bal shouted They snapned to each commend.
1o mantion af Scyfla—how Io fight that atghtsnara! -
lor fear tha men would panic. desert thesr nars
and buddla down and slow themsehes away.
+But nerw | clearad iy mind of Circe's anders=
s Crampiseg my style. wrging me not 1o arm atall.
| danined my hervic armar, seizad kng mars
in buth my hands and marched out an the half- deck.
lorward hoging from there to calch the first glimpse
of Scylla, ghoal of the eldfs, swoapng to kill my men.
Hut nowhere eould | niake her out - and my Byes achud
scannteg that mist baund rock face tap 1o bottam.
Harw waiding in fear we rowed on g those siraits.
Scylta to starbioard dreaded Charybdis off 1 part,
her hormble whirlpool gulping the sea-surge down. dawn
but whea st spewed o up- bike a cauldron over a vaging fre
ol her churtuing depths would seethe and haave - explading spray

o

Y

O

showenng down to splatier” the pusl s of bath crags at ence!
200 Hut when she swalluwed the sea-surge dewn her gaping maw
the whaole abyss lay bare ond the rocks arpand her roared,
tervible. deafening~
bedrock showed dow dzep. buling
blagk with sand—
205  and ashen terror gripped the men.
But now. fearsng deaths, all eyes fued on Charybdis
now Seylla snatched siv men rom our hallow ship
the toughest. strongest kands | had and glancing
bachward aver the decks. searching far my crew
270 lcoud see their kands and fex! alrgady kaisled
lailing, high. hrgher, nver my head. Jaok
wailing down at me. camrades riven in agony,
shrieking out my name for one last hime!
Just as an angler pacsed on a jutting rock
275 llwgs Ins treachecous bail in the offshare swell
whips fits lang rod - hoak sheathed in an gxhorn Jure -
ainct whisks up Jittle lish he fips on the beach-break
wiithing gasping out ther fives . sa now Lhey wisthed,
pasginy as Scylla swung thea up her eiff and thers
280 a her cavern’s pweth she bolied hem down raw -
screaming oul flingmg thew anes kward me.
fost in that mortal struggle .
1K aff the pitilul things I've had Io witness.
suffering. searching out the pathways of the ea
285  lins wrenched my heart tha most.
Bat now, 2t last
pulting the Rocks. Scydla and dread Charybids far astern,
we quickly reached the good green isfand of the Sun
where Helios. lord Hyperion. keeps his fine cattle.
290 broad in the brow. ond Hocks of purebred sheep.
Stitl aboard my black ship in the spen sea
| enuld hear the lawing catile dnven home.
the bleating sheep. And | was struck pace more
by the wonis of the blind Theban prophet Tiresias.
295  and Avagan Circe \o: L aad agaw ey told me
10 shon s istand of the Sun the joy of man.
O.Sn 1 warned my shipmates grovely, sick at heart
“Trsier to ma. my comrades, brothers in fandshif
lel ma tell you the dira prophecies of Ticesiag
300  end AeasanTirve tno: time and again they lold ma
i shun this istand of the Sun the joy of man.
Here. they wamned, the warst disacter awasts us. ;
Havw straight past these shores—race our blsch ship saf
St { said and the warnings broke their hearts.
3054~ Bul Lypylochws waded in at ence ~with mutiny an bis mind
You're 8 liard man Udyssevs. Your fighling spinil's
sroager than surs. yoor stamaz never fade
Your must be made of i head i feot Loak
your crew’s kalf-dead with fabor. starved kor sleen.
310 ond you foried us o set fook on fand. thus island bere.

washed by the waves. where we might eateh a decent masd agan.

con
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tuwa | qu to the Huwse uf Usath sed bhsze among e dead?
But Zews who marshals the tundedieads insisted

‘Sun you beep on shining amany the deathless gods

and martal men across the gaod green earth.

And as lor the gally ones. why, soon engugh

on the wine-dark sea I hil their racing shap

with & whitz-hot belt ¥ tearit into sphaters *

=[rso | heard lram the lovely nyaph Cafypsa,

who beard il kerself. she said. brom Hermes. gud ol gaides,
As s00n as | reached oar slp et the water's edge

| took the men lo task upbraiding each jm turn,

but how ta sef thisgs rgfu? We coutdn't find 2 way.

The catile were dead already .

and tha geds soon showed us all some fatefuf signs -

the ndes began (o crawl. the meat. both raw and reasted,
bellowed eut on the spits. and we heard a nwise

{ike the mean of lowing oxen.

Yet six more days

ray eager compamons feasted on the cattle of the Sun

the pick of the herds they'd dewen ofi, hut thew,

when Crngan Jeus brought on the seventh day,

the wind in its ceaseless raging dropped at last

and stepping the mast a1 once. hoisting the white sal

we boarded ship and launched her made for upen sea

But once we'd lelt that istand in our wake =

na land at all in sight, aothung but sea and sky-

then Jaus the son of Lronus mounted a thundeshead
abave our hollaw ship and the dezp weat black beneath it
Nor did the eralt scud os much longer A of a sudden
hiller- syualls attacked us. screaming out of the wesL

a murderous blast shearng the two forestays off

50 the mast tappled backward. its running tachle spdling
into tha Inlge. The mast itself went crashing into the stern,
it struck the kelmstan’s head and crushed his skl 1o pdp
and diwn from bis deck the man llippad like 2 diver—

his hardy life spirit lefit s benes behind.

Thea. Ihea in the same breath Zeus kit the craft

with 2 ightnmg-belt and thunder Hound she spun,

reeling under the impact, llled with reeking brimstong.
shipmates piching out of her, bobbing round lke seshawks
swapt along by the whitecaps past the trim black hull -
and tha god cut shwrt e pumey home lorever.,

But | went lurthung along our battered halk

! tha sea-surge ripped the plankings from the beel

and the waves swirled it eway. stipped bare. and snapped
the mast from the ducks =but a backstay made of bull's-hida
shll held fast ond with this | lashed tha mast sed keel
together: mada them nas. riding my makeshilt raft |

as Hie wretched galewands bore ma en and on.

Aizst tha Wes? Wind quit s wild rage

but the South cama on at once 1g buund me ever mare.
making e double back my route toward cruet Dlargbdis
Al mght long { was rushed back and then at break of day

A
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Ireached e crag of Scylla and dirw Charybebs” vartes

S l/l(_’, Wi ” iﬂk@ gt when the dreadil whipzol geped e st s wn

4 et heaing mysell aloft to clutch at the fig-tree's height

mrc kke 8 bat{ chung ta its Irusk [or dear e-nol 8 clhance
Tor 2 good firm fostheld there. no clambering up it eithyr.

the rauts toa far tn reach. the boughs too kigh overhohd.
tuge swaying branches tat overshadowed Charybdid.
Hut | held un. dead set - waiting for her
o vemit my mast and hee! back up again—
[ how | ached for both! and back they
Tate butat last, at fust tha howyr & fudge al
who's setled the counlless suits of brash youag claimants,
“rises. the day's work dong, and turns homa for
Ihal's when the limbers reared back up from Charybdis.
1at ga~I phunged with my hands and feet Hading.
crashing into the waves beside those great beams
and scrambting aboard ihem last
| rowed hard with nty hands right through the straits _.
Ao the Father of men and guds did ot let Scylla see ma,
elsa I'dhave dicd on the spal-no escope from death,
| dnited glong mine days. fn the tenth. a1 night
ihe geds casime up an Ogygia Calypso’s island,
toma of the dangerons ymph with glussy braids
who spaaks with human voice. and she toak me i
sha laved mg . Why cover the samg greund agam?
Just yesterday. here at hall, | tofd you pll the rest
you and your gracious wile. It goes against my graic
ta repeal a tale told once, aid iald so clearly,”

475
480

483

Jhwy Loend yvang

440

oL (TN N'2772%
plgkbad
lven

@L\jﬁﬁ\’d OC Qg nq

| cam v
Jrum CLp
g e shup

devxg hfu{’f H pRoOuy
dJ\D

~An
@nd

pELV

HXO




N

j8auaLatxa uewInY BSIaAN ussa.dal B1J) ydea Saop Moy g

;BIUY 51 3n|eA 0] SNASSAP]) Yaea) [ew) yoea saop Moy 7

j4a12e4eya s snassApy Buideys v (214) yaea jo aaueaywbis ayy styeys |

"MOj3(] 3JedS 8y} Ul SJIMSUR JNDA B)1IM PUB ‘sungysanb Guimojjnj ayy ssnasip ‘sJied v|
unjssnasiq) Jigg :8aJy) ANAIY



Considering Different Points of View
] Using Homer's e Ddyssey
Grade 8

Activity One: Analyzing a Prompt

In Books Nine through Twelve of 72 Jdyssey, Ddysseus, the King of ithaca, recounts his adventures and trials as he and his men
attempt ta return home after the Trojan War. As his tale unfolds, readers can trace his development as a character.

In a well-supported response, compare (dysseus's version of events in the traditional epic to Margaret Atweod's modern adaptation of
Odysseus's character in her poem “Siren Song.” In your comparisan, consider how each writer depicts Ddysseus's character.

|. What is the topic of your essay?

2. What task is the prampt asking you to complete?

3. What elements will you need to consider.as you read the texts?

4. What were some of the traditional gender.oles of the ancient Greeks and Romans? Complete the graphic organizer below.

3. How would a poem written by a feminist poet in the twentieth century shed new light an the eharacter of Odysseus?

Activity Twa: Analyzing the Representation of a Subject in Multiple Media

for Books Nine-Twelve, there are many renditions of various artists’ representations of the scenes. Study each painting closely, and
answer the guestians that accompany each piece. Before you begin this activity, you might want to review your graphic organizer from
the lesson “Conecting Characterization to Theme.”
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BODK TEN, “The Bewitching Dueen of Aeaea”

i
g ind ...rl.nbm
L Ln LAY e g -...._..r.,. . d
John Williams Watechouse, Zircz (1911)
. Write a brief description of the scene depicted in the painting.
2. Using the wards that you used to describe the mond of the painting. comglete the foliowing statement:
While Circe is . the athers in the painting are . The

moad of the painting can be described as . which communicates the idea that
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BOOK TWELVE, “The Cattle of the Sun”

AT Tl

and &.... Sirens ._mm.s

|. - Write a brief description of the scene depicted in the painting.

2. Using the words that you used to describe the mood of the painting, complete the following statement:

While Odysseus is . the others in the painting are

The moad of the painting can be described as . which communicates the idea that

A
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Activity Four: Considering Different Points of View

ok chece 1\ |

it

P

Read the excerpts from e fdysseybelow. Follow the instructions below as you annotate:
For your first reading, define the terms that have been boxed for you. Writa a synonym or definition directly above the boxed

word. Then, use a handbook of mythalogical terms or the Internet to iook up background
Write the explanation directly above the term.

inforination for the shaded term.

Finally, use the questions on the right side of the text to quide you as you record your insights and impressions about the

text,

Excerpt |: Circe’s Instructions
After his sgjourn ta the Land of the Oead Jdysseus returas ta Lirce. wha gives him advice on how to manage His journey home.
Lansider her explicit instructions to Jdyssevs.

But Circe ... sat me down and ... probed} me for details. _

i told her the whale stary, start to mam__./ ;Pw*., Oz.mw _w
then the queenly goddess laid my course: "

“Your descent to the dead is over. true.
but listen closely to what | teil you now

and god himself will bring it back to mind.

First you will raise the island of the ﬂm__m. O/baﬁ.?b\v\

ApiViie
daffy ik alive,

whoever comes their way. Whoever 072

dald catches the Sirens’ voices in the air—

—

What is Ddysseus’s next obstacle?

Ja aind

Ry

it
e;o&ssg

Highlight diction that
characterizes the Sirens
throughout the passage. What is
the effect?

sam

= Jeoftld ¢

beckof X

Race straight past that coast! Soften some besswax

and stop your shipmates' ears sa none can bear,
none of the crew. but if you are bent on hearing,
have them tie you hand and foqt in the swilt ship,
erect at the mast-black, Jashed 8} ropes to the mast
50 you can hear the Sirens’ song to your heart's content.
Hut if you plead, commanding your men to set you fres,

then they must lash you {aster, rope on rope.

Highlight all of the imperative

%a:nmm. What is the effect?

! 85&@

{loes Odysseus have to listen to
the Sirens' song? Explain.

oo

_
M

m

“F

A



gv7

#

Buueayy uo 1933

(s)admag

;19){a aljy i JElj} zJoyine Suf) Aq pasn aJg Sadia3p AdeJajl| Jagi0 Jey )

jabiessed sy Joj argaaya SOt sem maia Jo Juind sig) |83y JOYIne auj pinom Ayp

;JBPEA A1) U0 BABY MAIA {0 JWIDd SIY] SIOP 138443 JeYA,

/I0) 8[E) 3y} JO UBNJAS SNpY S| Mata Jo Jnod JEyMm Wy

EEEEE__H_|.

GIUBPIAY [BRIXE]

‘auD} J0 UDI3JA[ES JROA AISN] D} MO[3G JJBYD Bl BS

jWwaod ay} woJ) abessed siy} Jo auo) ay) S| E_,ﬁ.
SUORanLsY| §,aa417 ;| 1d4aax3



&

Excerpt Z: Ddyssews's Yersion

Read the excerpt in which Odysseus tells his spellbound audience about his encounter with the Sicens. Cansider how his version differs

from Circe's instructions.

t

20

25

30

They swung aboard at once, they sat to the oars in ranks
and in rhythm churned the water white with stroke an stroke.
And Circe the nymph with glossy braids. the aweseme one
wha speaks with human voice. sent us a hardy shipmata,
yes. a fresh following wind ruffting up in our wake,
hellying out our sail to drive our blue prow on as we,
securing the running gear from stem to stern, sat back
while the wind and helmsman kept her truz on course.

At last, and sore at heart, | tald my shipmates,

‘Friends ... it's wrong for ealy one or two

to knew the revelations that lovely Circe

made to me alane. Il tell you all,

so we can die with our eyes wide open now

er escape our fate and certain death together.

First. she warns, we must steer clear of the Sirens,

their enchanting sang, their meadow starred with flawers.
I alone was to hiear their voices, s she said,

but you must bind me with tight chafing ropes

so | cannot move a muscle, bound to the spot,

erect at the mast-black. lashed by ropes to the mast.

And if | plead, commanding you to set me free,

then lash me faster, rope on pressing rope.’

3o | informed my shipmates point by paint,

all the while our trim ship was speeding toward

the Sirens’ island, driven on by the brisk wind.

But then—the wind fell in an instant,

all glazed to a dead calm .

a mysterious power hushed the heaving swells,

The oarsmen leapt to their feet, struck the sail
stowed it deep in the hald and sat to the parlacks,
thrashing with polished oars, frothing the water white.

Mow with a sharp sword | sliced an ample wheel of beeswax

Identify the two epithets in this
paragraph.

What kind of mood is set in this
first paragraph?

How is Odysseus's version the
same as Circe's instructions?
Different?

What patterns of diction do you
notice in this excerpt? What is the
effect?

What kind of mood is set in this

paragraph?

Mark the diction that Ddysseus
uses in deseribe his actions. What

%h
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Excerpt 2: Ddysseus's Version
T

is the tone of this passage from the poem?

yet

Use the chart below to justify your selection of tone:

Textual Evidence Commentary
light Qv
anmignr VIiAnte Of 1ol
J U |
—
From what point of view is this section of the tale told?
What effect does this point of view have on the reader?
Why would the author feel this point of view was mest effective for this passage?
s:ﬂ other literary devices are used by this author? What is the effect?
Devica(s) Effect an Meaning
m . .u_.a. ._-._..M.._L j _J.M m_ e
; ¥ TRY W
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Activity Six: Reading a Modern Adaptation of the Text: “Siren Song”
Using the TP-CASTT strategy, read and annntate the poem “Siren Sung” written by cantemporary faminist puet Margaret Atwood,

which is written from the point of view of one of the Sirens. Consider haw the paint of view is different from Odysseus’s in the classic

tale.

Title

T

i

=

This is the one song everyone &

would like to learn: the soag
that is irfeaEbIEY 1'%

the song that forces men

to leap overboard in squadrons
even though they see beached Skills]

the song nobody knows
__mnm,_mm.m_._éam who had heard it
is gi the others can't remember,

a
Connotative Diction/Effect _
it
Attitude/Tone @ 9*09&; 1a
callim
OO0
Shift/Syntax 70

;m__ I tell you S%

M\% ooem vy

Theme D Q.

Lk omkJo
Junlk ledow sve agks)

——

and if | do. will you get me

out of thisfBird suit) ~

I don't enjoy it here
quattinglon this island

fical

ettt

| don't enjoy singing

this :.E.E__ﬂ_ £l

| will tell the pacret to you,
to you. enly to you.| ) —z T m
‘Come closer. This song +_ _

isa mm.w.m. help: Help me!

Hnly you. only you can,
You are Uriique |

b Bl s Jupahc Tdeaq
| .

71
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Writing a Compare/Contrast Response
Using Homer's 7he Odyssey
Grade 9

Activity One: Analyzing a Prompt

In Books Nine through Twelve of Jhe Joyssey. Odysseus, the King of Ithaca. recounts his adventures and trials as he and his men
attempt L3 retura home after the Trojan War. As his tale unfolds, readars can trace his development as a character.

In a well-suppurted response, compare Ddysseus's version of events in the traditional epic to Margaret Atwaod's madern adaptation of

(dyssews’s character ir her poem "Siren Song.” In your comparison, cansider how each writer depicts Odysseus's character.

1. What is the topic of your essay?
2. What task is the prompt asking you to complete?

so— o x 1 pdein
3. What elements will you need ta consider? ﬁ 7 F _ 11 \4

Activity Twn: Compare and Contrast
|. Are the tones of the texts more similar or more different? Explain your respansa.

2. Are the points of view of both texts more similar ar mare different? Explain.

3. What is Odyssevs’ view of the Sirens? How does he feel about them? Cite evidence ta support your assertions.

Assertion Evidence

M
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Summary: Book 13

The account of his wanderings now finished, Odysseus looks forward to leaving. The next day,
Alcinous loads his gifts on board the ship that will carry Odysseus to Ithaca. He sleeps the
whole night and remains asleep even when the ship lands the next morning. The crew gently
carnes him and his gifts to shore and then sails for home.

When Poseidon spots Odysseus in Ithaca, he becomes enraged at the Phaeacians for assisting
his nemesis. He complains to Zeus, who allows him to punish the Phaeacians. Just as their ship
is pulling into harbor on the island, the prophecy mentioned at the end of Book 8 is fulfilled: the
ship suddenly turns to stone and sinks to the bottom of the sea. The onlookers ashore
immediately recognize the consummation of the prophecy and resolve to abandon their custom
of helping wayward travelers,

Back in Ithaca, Odysseus wakes to find a country that he doesn'’t recognize, for Athena has
shrouded it in mist to conceal its true form while she plans his next move. At first, he curses the
Phaeacians, whom he thinks have duped him and left him in some unknown land. But Athena,
disguised as a shepherd, meets him and tells him that he is indeed in lthaca. With characteristic
cunning, Odysseus acts to conceal his identity from her until she reveals hers. Delighted by
Odysseus's tricks, Athena announces that it is time for Odysseus to use his wits to punish the
suitors. She telis him to hide out in the hut of his swineherd, Eumaeus. She informs him that
Telemachus has gone in search of news of him and gives him the appearance of an old
vagabond so that no one will recognize him.

‘Vhat things do the Phaeacians give Odysseus?

The Phaeacians, in a lavish gesture of hospitality, offer drink offerings on
Odysseus’s behalf, and they provide him with new clothing, food and drink, a ship, a
crew, and treasure to take home.

fhat hanpens to Qdysseus when he gets on the ship?
Odysseus immediately falls asleep.

V/hat action does Poseidon take, and winy?

3ecause of his anger toward Odysseus, Poseidon decides io punish the Phaeacians
'or being too hospitable toward this wanderer who has offended the god of the sea
50 intensely. When the ship is racing back to port, Poseidon turns it to stone.
olocking their port.

“bout what is Odysseus coniused when he arrives on ithaca?
Jdysseus doesn't recognize the land when he arrives home.

“escribe the encounter between sthena and Odysseus.
>dysseus encounters Athena, who tells him of the suitors and urges him to seek
‘2venge. Athena turns Qdysseus into an old beagar as a disquise.
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As you read Book Thirteen, record the major descriptions, actions, motivations, and key quotations of Odysseus.

Description of
Episode

Character Traits

Actions and Motivations

v

Key Quotations
that Reveal Character Traits

After hosting a
great feast, King
Alcinous pledges fo
have his people give
Odysseus wealth,
aiding him on his
way back home to
fthaca,

Alcinous-

charitable
honorable
hospitable.

on_ﬁ.mmcm-
impatient
homesick

Alcinous wishes 1o help
0a<mmmcm find his
home after hearing of
his adventures in the
last few books. He
Instructs his people to
donate to 0a<mmmcm,
offers a sacrifice to
Zeus, and holds a great
feast for a %<.

Oaﬁmmcm wishes for
the feasting to end
because he \s «mpﬁf to
be home.

"Come, each of us add a sumptuous
tripod, add a cauldronl... GI3=0,

"The majestic king slaughtered an ox
for thern to Cronus’ mighty son,
Zeus of the thundercloud, whose

power rules the world" RS2,

“True, but time and again Odysseus
turned his face toward the radiont
sun, anxlous for It 1o set, yearning
now 1o be gone and home once
more_” @SISE3N

While on_<mmmcm
5leeps, the men sail
him back to Ithaca
and deposit him on
Ithaca’s shore.
Posetdon talls to
Zeus about this
%,..m_ovam:ﬁ about
which he is very

c::o_u3.

oe\mmmcm-
relaxed
peaceful

Poseidon-
vengeful

angry

Odysseus sleeps all the
way horme and
continues to sleep
when the men deposit
him 2n the shore of
ithaca with his newly
gained treasures.

Poseldon, upon seeing
Odysseus safely af
horme, wants revenge
upon the Phaeacians
and speaks with Zeus
about his anger at
being unable to get it.

“-first they lifted Odysseus off the
decks—linen and lustrous carpet
too- and laid him down on the sand
asleep, still dead to the world_" &3
2434

*Zeus, Father, | will lose all my
honor now among the immortals,
now there are mortal men who
show me no respect.” G3=S-1L4D*

Grade 9: The Odyssey
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Ddysseus lands on his home, lthaca, with the help of the Phaeaclans, wha are punished by Poseidon for aiding his
enemy. After waking from a long slumber, Ddysseus awakens and does not recognize his homeland which
Athena's has cavered is a mist tn protect him. Athena appears to dysseus and they plan his revenge on the

Brok 13 Summary

suitors.

His tale was aver naw. The Phaeacians all fel silent, hushed,
his story halding them spellbound down the sh:dowed halls
until Alcinous found the poise ta say, “Bdysseus,

now that yeu have coma to my bronze-floored house.

my vaulted roofs, | know you won't be driven

off your course, nothing can hold yau back—

hawever much you've suffered, you'll sail home.

Here, friends, here's a command for one and all,

you wha frequent my palace day and night and drink

the shirting wine of kings and enjoy the harper's sangs.
The rebes and hammered gold and a haul of other gifts
you lords of our island council brought our quest—

all lie packed in his polished sea-chest now. Come,

each of us add a sumptuous tripod. add a cauldron!

Then recover our costs with levies an the people:

it's hard to afford such bounty man by man."

The king's instructions met with warm applause

and hame they went to sleep. sach in his own house.

When young Dawn with her rose-red fingers shone ance mare
they hurried down to the ship with handseme bronze gifts,
and striding along the decks, the ardent King Alcinous
stowed them under the benches, shipshape. so nothing
could foul the crewmen tugging at their oars.

Then back the party went to Alcinous’ house

and shared a royal feast.

The majestic king

slaughtered an ox for them to Cronus' mighty son,

Zeus of the thundercloud, whose pawer rules the world.
They burned the thighs and fell ta the lordly banguet,
reveling there, while in their midst the inspired bard
struek up a song. Demodocus, prized by all the people.
True, but time and again Ddysseus turned his face

toward the radiant sun. anxious for it to set.

yearning now to be gone and home once more ...

As a man aches for his evening meal when all day long

his tirace of wine-dark oxen have dragged the balted plowshare
down a fallow field—how welcame the setting sun to him,
the going hume to supper. yes. though his knees buckle.
struggling home at [ast. So welcome now ta Odysseus

the setting light of day. and he lost no time

as he pressed Phaeacia's men wha love their oars.
addressing his host, Alcinous, first and foremost:
"Alcinous, majesty, shining amang your istand peaple,
make your libatians. launch me safely on my way—

to one and all, farewell

All is now made good. my heart's desire,

yeur convoy home, your precious, loving gifts,

and may the gods of Dlympus bless them for me!

What things do the Phaeacians give
Odysseus?

1Ll
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anl winted there tll the shy came sweepuag i
scudding lighily alang-and surgey clese sbreast
the earihquake god with onz Mlat strote of hig band
strucl her to stone. routzd her ta the ocean fioor
and etade [ar open sea,

The Phacacians. aghast

those lards o the long oars. the master manners
traded startled glances. sudden outeres:
“Look~wha's pinned our swilt ship to the sea?”

*Jest racing lor hume!”

“Jdust hova inta plain vigw!*

They might well woeder. blind to what had happpned
till Alcinous rose and mada thinys ol too clear

“Th na—my lather's pruphecy years ago

it alf comes home tn me with a vengeance npwl

He'd say Poseidon was vexed with ws because

wa escoried all mankind gnd never cam 1o gric).

Ha s2id thal ana day. as o welk-luilt ship of oues
sailed huma on the misty s8a lrom such o comvay,

the ged would crushiit, yes.

and pilg @ huge meuntain round about mer port.

Sn the old king forstald. How. lnok. it all comes 1-el
Hurry, friends. da as | say, let us off comply:

stop our convoys hume lor every caslaway

chancimy am owr it As for Poseidon.

satsfice twelva buls to the god at once—

the peck of the kerds. Pertiaps he'l pity us,

pita na lonming mountain edge arsund o por *

The people. larvified, pregared the bulz a1 once

Soall of Phaeacis’s istand lords and captains,

multing round the sltar: Lfled proyers

I Pesudon master of the sea -

That very moment

greal Odysseus woke from steep on sative ground at lust -
he'd been away for years-bul [ailed o know the land
lor thg guildess Palias Athena, Teos's daughter:
showered mist over 51l so ender cover

shu might change his appearance head iz faot

25 sha told kim every penl ka'd meet al home-

keep him fram Leing kagwn by wile. Iownsmen [riends,
ll the suilars paid the price [or &l their outrage.
Aaad 50 (0 the king himsell & ltheca looked shrange .
the winding beaten paths the coves whera ships can ride.
the steep rock Luce of the chils and the 14 lealy lrees.

lie sprang to his feet and, scansing bis own natve counlry.

gruaned. slapped his thighs with kis Hat palms

amd [dyssews eried in anguish:

“Man of misery, whase fand have | lif on =ow?

What are they here - violent. savage. lawlzes?

or [rigndly |0 strangors. god-fearng men?

Whera can | Lako hi keap of treasure now

and where in the world da | wandzr olf mysed 7

I anly tha truve had stayed emang the Phaezrians there

Abuut what is Odysseus confused
when be arrives on Ithaca?

U5

30

35

and Fiad made my way b some ather mighty hing
wha would have hasted me well and sent me bome!
But norw | don't kngw whers ta stow all this,

and | can't [gave it biers, imating any bandil

{0 rab me Blind.

S damo thase londs and caplans,

thosa Phaeacians! Not eatirely honest ar upghl were they?
Swreeping me off to thiz. this no-man's Jand and they,
they swore they'd sail me home to sunnyithaca-well
they never kept their ward. Zeus af the Suplants

pay them back=he Leeps an eye on the werld of mea
and puniches &l iransgressarst

Come, quiclly,

Il inspect my treasure and count it up myzell.

Did they make oHf with anything w theur ship?*

Excerpt 3 Hook (3
Al lhose wards

the goddess stattered tha mest asd the country stood o clear

and the greal man whet had korme 50 much reyoced ol last
tirdled 1o ses hes Ithaca-kissed the good green carth
and raised iz hands 1o the aynhs and prayed at once.
“Hymples of tha springs. Naads, daughlers of Zeus,

| never dreamed | would see you yel agaia -,

How rejuica in my loving prayers -aad later,

fust like tha old days. | will give you gilts

i Athena. leus's doughter. Dueen of Armies

cames Lo my rescee. grants this lighter be

and brngs my son lo manhood!®

“Douragel™~

goddess Athena answercd eyes afire—

“Free your mind of all that anguish now.

[lome. quick Let's bury your wreasures lera

in soma recess of Whis haunted hallowed cave

where theyl b safe and souad,

then we'll make plans 50 we can win the day.”

With that

the goddess swegh into the cavern's shadewed vaull
searchuig for hudmg-plazes far inside ils depths

while {ldysseus hauled bis Ireasures claser up,

the goid. duralie bromze and finespun robes.

the Phaeacians” parting gifts.

Dnca fe'd sigwed them well away. Ihe goddess,

Palias Athena. daughtzr of stermung Zeus,

sealed the meuth of the cavern with a stone.

Then down they sat by the sacred olive's trusk

o plat the death of the high and mighty suitors.

Tha bright-eyed gaddess Athesa led the way:

“Royal son of Laertes, Ddyssews. ofd campaigner
think kaw 1o lay your hands o el those brazen suitors,
larding it aver your heuse aow. three whale yearx
courling your nuble wife. offering gifls to win her.

But she, Farever broken-hearted for your return,
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poised ta kill the prince before he reaches home,

but | have my doubts they will. Soaner the earth

vill swallow down a few of thosa yaung gallants

wha eat you out of house and home these days!”

No more words, not now—

Athena stroked Odysseus with her wand.

She shriveled the supple skin on his lithe limbs,
stripped the russet curls from his head. covered his body
tap to toe with the wrinkled hide of an old man

and dimmed the fire in his ayes. so shining once.

She turned his shirt and closk into squalid rags,
ripped and filthy, smeared with grime and soot.

She flung aver this the lang pelt of a bounding deer,
rubbed bare, and gave him a staff and heggar's sack,
torn and tattered, slung from a fraying rope.

All plans made,

they went their separate ways—Athena setting off

to bring Telemachus home from hallowed Lacedzeman.

Describe the encounter between
Athena and Odysseus.

Book 13 Characters and Motivations
As you read Boak Thirteen. record the majar descriptions, actions. motivations, and key quotations of Odyssaus.

Description of Episade Character Traits Actions and Metivations Key Quotations that Reveal Character
After hosting a great Alcinous-charitable Alcinous wishes to help “Come, each of us add a sumptuous
feast, King Alcinous honorable hospitable. {dysseus find his hame after tripod. add a cauldronl...” (13.13-14).
pledges to Odysseus-impatient hearing of his adventuresinthe | “The majestic king slaughtered an ox for
N have his people give homesick last few books. He instructs his | them to Eronus’ mighty san.
i Odysseus wealth, paople to dunate to Odysseus, Zews of the thundercloud, whose power
- aiding him on his offers a sacrifice to Zeus, and rules the warld" {13.25-27).
way back home to holds a great feast for a day. “True. but time and again Odysseus
Ithaca. Odysseus wishes for the feasting | turned his face toward the radiant sun,

to end hecause he is ready to
be home.

anxinus for it to set, yearning now to be
gone and home once more...” (13. 31-33).
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plal your ruin—~a fing young prince lite you,

- Tebime though da you ket yourself be sn abussd
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or da penpis round aboul. stirred ug by the prompting

of some gud despise you? r are your brothers at fault?

Brothers @ man car trust to fight besids hun, e,
1 malter what deadly bload eud raqes o,
Wauld | werg young as you ta match my spinit naw,

or | were the son of great Bdysseus, urthe huig himsell
returned [ram all his roving - there's still rpgm foc hug
Then let some loreignar lap my head off 1| laed

tamarch right into Bdysseus’ reyal halls

and kill them all. And what f | went dewn,
erushed by their numbers-1, lighting alcne?

I'd rather dia. cut down in my uwa house

than have ta lock un at their wutrage day by day.

| Guasts breated 1o blows. men deagging the servisg-war 1
-~ through the noble house. exploiting them all an shame,
- ond the gusting enng swillod, the oo squandured—

gerging for gurgiﬂ's salg=
Tie Coarting game qoes on no end in s:'gi: o

“You're right my fnend.” sober Tetemachus sgre=d.
“Now |t me tell you the whale stery. First 1 last.
It's not that all aur people hava dumed agaunst me,
keea far a showdowa Horhave |any brathers at fault
brothers & man can trust 1o light beside him. true,
no matier what deadly btood-feud rages on ..

Jeus mate nurlina a ding of oaly sans.

Arcesies had naly ona son. Loertes,

and L aertes had only one son Ddysseus

and | om Odysseus’ ealy sun, e fathered ine.

e left ma blund ot home. and fram me he got na joy.
So now 0w house is plaged by swarms of enemies.
All the nobles who rula the islands round about
Dulichion. and Sane, gnd wonded Zacynthus tan
and &l wha lord it in racky thaca as well -

dow [0 the last man thay court sy mother:

they lay wasta my house! And mother .

she nesther rejecls @ marriags she despises

nor can she boar t bring the courting b an ead—
while they conlinuz ta bleed my kousehold white.
S you wait— they'll grind me dmwn as well

Hut ol bas in the fap of the greal gods.

Fumaeus.

gond old irend ga. quickly. to wise Penelope.

Telt bier ' homa from Pylos safe and sound.

Fil stay on might here. Hut your come back

a5 5200 as you've lold the news to her aloze.

Ha other Achaean mes| hear—

all log many plot o take my iifa.”
T
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you assured yeur prnce. Eumaeus. loyal swineberd.
"I see your paint - there's sense in this old head.
[ne: thing moce:. and maka your erders clear.

{a the same top do | ga and give the news

to Ky Laertes too? Far many years. poor-man
hearisick forhis son, he'd always keep an eve

on the farm and take tus meats with the hired bands
wheever ha lelt the urgy 1a. How from the day
you saifed away Lo Pylos, not a sip or a bite

he's toucked they say, nat as ha did before.

and his eyes are shul (o slf the larmyard labars.
Huddled pver. groaning in grief and tears.

he wastes away—Lhe maa's 2 skin and bones *

“So much e worse.” Telemachus answered femly.

BRI s
g
ekt 4 mﬂ

e 1000, QU rnothuu
g \FJ,Q(_PYLQL?L o oo

na roaming ever thy felds to find toertes. &

Tell my mother (o send her hausekeeper mw

fast as sha can, in sperel—

she can gwe the poor old man the news.* m /llw

Thiat roused Eumaeus. The swineherd grasped his sandals,
strapped thee onto his Feut and made lar lgwn.

lis exit dud mot escape Athena's notice ..

Approaching claser, now she oppeared 3 woman,
beautiful taH and skilled at weaving lvely things.

Just at the shelier's door she stapped visible to Ddysseus
but Telemachys could nol see har, sense her there—

tha gods an't SkGw Themsehes TN AIWE.
Udysseus saw her. sn did tha dogs: na barking naw,

they whimpered. cringing away in lerrar thraugh the yard.
Sl gave 2 sign with her brows, Bdyssevs caught it
tut of the lodga he went and past the high stockade
and stood befose the gaddess. Akena urged himon:
“Rayal son of Laertes. Odysseus. old campaigner,
now i the uma. new tell your son the truth,

Hotd natting back, sa the twa ol you can plot

the suitors” doom and then set cut Far town,

| myself won't lag behind you long—

I'm blazing far 3 batite!”

“WERa stroted T wilh her golden wand,

first she maie the tyak and shirt on his body

fresh and elean, then made him taller: supple, young
bis ruddy tam came back. tha cul of bis jawling lirmed
ond the dark beard clustered black arcund his chin,
Her wark complute. she went her way once mara

and Odysseus returned to the lodge. His own son

Awna appromn

gazed al kim wonderstruck, tervilied ton. lwring

Em e hansfims-hum
this must be some gad =

and he fet fly with & burst ol eaclomations: | .E l E

“Friend. you're a new man—not what | saw heloret - ) d\

T\
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i thruw sne ool or pelt me with tings they har =
you just look on. endure it Prompt thes ta quit
thesr wild reckless ways, tny to win them over

with Iriendly words. Thase men will pever lister
now the day uf dooe ts hovering at their keads.
line mare thing Take it to heart | erge you

Whea Athena, ueen of Tactics. tells me it is time,
Tl g you a nod. and when you catch that signal
round up all the deadly weapons kept i the hal
stow them away upstairs in  storeroom's deep recess—
all the arms oad armar—and when the sudors miss them

and ask you questians. put thom off wath mnnmg 3

3

375

w%h'%

HM_M'ULLj you. shoudd e

380
stowed them away, clear of the smeke. A Far :rv
from the arms dysseus left when ha wen to Troy.
fire-damaged equipment black with reeling fumes.
And a god remunded me of something darker tno.
When you're in your cups & quarref might break out
you'd woued each ather shame your feasting here
and cast a pall en your coerting.

Iron las powers do draw a mar: to ruin’

Just you leave

a pair of swarss lor the two of us. a pair of spears
and 3 parr of xuda bucklers nght at hand sowa
can break for the weapois. seizs them! Then Mbena.
Teus in his wisdom-they will daze the suitors’ wits.
Hav oz last thing Bear it in miad You musL

INyuw are my ower trug sun. bom of my bicad,

let na gne hear that Jdyssees has come home.
Dua't izt Laertes know, nol Eumaeus either,

none i the huesehold. not Penelope herself.

You and | alene wil assess the wamen's mood

and we might test 2 (ew of the serving men as well
whera are the ones who sull respect us both,

who hold us im awe? And witn shirk their dulies? -
sligfiling yoe becausa you are 5o young *

“Seon enough. father:” bis gallant son rephed

you'lt sense the couraga inside me, that ) know ~
I'm hardly a fligizty. weak willed boy these days.

But | think your last phan would g e nothing.
Reconsider { urge you.

Yau'll waste time. roarnung armend our heldings.
prbing the lieldhands mxan by man, while the swilgrs
sit ot ease in our house. devouring all eur goads -
thuse brazea rascals never spare a scrap!

But | do advise you to sound the wimen eut

whe are disloyal ta you wha are guiltless?

The then -1 say na t testing thezn Farm by farm,
That's work for later if you hava really seen

a sign from Jees whosa shield is lorm ond thunder
Huw as lather and son canspired shaping plane

the skip that brought the prince and shupmates back
frem Pytos was just appreaching ihaca. home port.
As suon as they put in 10 the harbor's deep bay

385

390

ae 10ch net of Lopapovio

395

400

giwovg\)ﬂe% Fall angoneof

he i A fodhins

Jokan
%D %oujd%m

410

415

Trlernachurn Ahuie-Gruweg =

they hauted the black vessel up stg dry land
and eager deckhiands bore away ther gear
and rushed he priceless giis 9 Chtius’ hoose.
But they sent a herald on t. Odysseus’ balls at once
to giva the news to thoughtiul cautious Penelopa
that Tetemachus was home ~just up-country now,
bist he'd tuid his males in 5ail acrass to part—
= the nabla queen would aot be seired with fright
and brezk down in tears. And now thass twa men et
herald and swinehend. bath out an the same errand,
to give the queen the news. But oace they reached
tha bouse of the reyal king the herald strode up,
in{o the serving-women's midsL and burst aut
“Your heloved son, my queen is home at fastl*
Eumazs though. biendng clasa 1 Penclope.
wluspered every word that her dear son
enirusted him to say. Mexsaga told in full
ha ledt Whe halls and precingts. heading for his pigs.
But the news shook the switers. dashed their spints.
Dut of the halls thcy c:uwdlul past the high-walled court
]

JFTTHE paca of work he's carried off!

Tefersachus ~what insoleace ~ond we thoughl his litthe jaunt

ambush um !

Bl

1 || sews o owr briends in ambush, fast

in%t@\ﬂmmw fhis

"9 Wina

O awudovy
at

birvmg them kach at oace”

And just then—

he'd nol quite limshed th-n

wheeling round w his seal

saw their vessel =oored in the deep harbor,

their comeades siriking sad and koisling nars

H broke nto heady laughter called bis Iriends:

“Ho need lor a message now. They re homa Inak thers!
Soime god gave them the rews. or thiy saw the prince's ship
go sailng past end lailed to avertake ber®

Rising all trouped down Lo the water's edga

&5 Ue crew hauled the vessel up onlo dry land

and the bol-blonded hands bore off their gear.

Fhien wi a pack they went (o the meating grounds.
suffering no ane efsz. young oreld. 1o sit amang them.
Eupithes’ songilinous nse and harargued thesm alt
“What a blow! See Tiuw the quds have saved this koy
fram blnody death? And our looksuts all day logg.
statigned atop the windy beights, kegt watch.

shuft on shift. and onice the sun weat down

we'd never steep the night ashore. ever,

ahways abuard our swilt shin, cruising 4 dawa,
patrollng Lo catch Telemachus. bill him on the spet
and )l the while some spirit whisked hun hime!
Soherw at homa we'll plot his cerfain death:

hie must never sbip through aur hands agaic.
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digging rourd for that, My heart raced me on

to get my message told and rush back here.

i 530  Butlmet up with a fast runner there,
sent by your crew. a herald,
first to tell your mother all the news.

And this | know. | saw with my own eyes—
i was just above the city, heading home,

535 clambering over Hermes' Ridge, when | caught sight
of a trim ship pulling into the harbor, loaded down
with a crowd aboard her. shields and two-edged spears.
| think they're the men you're after—I'm not sure.”

At that the young prince Tetemachus smiled,

540  qglancing toward his father, avoiding Eumaeus' eyes.
And now,
with the roasting done. the meal sat out. they ate well
and no ang's hunger lacked a proper share of supper.
Vihen they'd put aside desire for food and drink,

545 they remembered bed and took the gift of sleep. |

R I
Epic Similes Book Sixteen Epic similes or Homeric similes are more invelved and more arnate than the typical simile. often lasting last
several lines. In the graphic organizer below, identify epic similes from Book Sixteen. In the first column, capy and cite the epic simile. In the
second column, identify what twa things are being compared. Finally, in the last column, write commentary abeut the effect of the comparisan.

Epic Simile VWhat two things are What is the effect of the comparison?
being compared?
“Mountain wolves and lions were roaming The men who have been 1
round the grounds--she'd bewitched them Transformed into animals _
herself, she gave them magic drugs. But they | is/are compared to
wouldn't obedient dogs .

attack my men; they just came

pawing up around them, fawning, swishing
their lang tails--eager as hounds that fawn
around their master. coming home from a
feast. wha always brings back scraps to calm

them dowa” (10.231-237).
is/are
cormpared to __
. _
g e |
T m— ———
m_wn e R Y | _
=2 Nﬂ
R =
vy ) is/are |
<d jo! compared to
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Houk 15 Penciope and Her Guest

Panelope eacounters the returned, yet dispuised), Ddyssuus.

That koft tha great Odysseus wailing in his hall

as Athena helped him plet the slavghter o the sutors
Ha turned at once ta Telamachus, brisk with orders.
“Huw wa must stow the weapans oul of reach, my boy,
ofl the arms and armor—and whea the sudors miss them
and ask yv questions. put them off with a wisning Story:
 stowed them oway. clear of the smate. & far ery
from the armrs Odysseus loft when he went to Ty,
lire-damaged equipment, Elack with reeking lumes.
And 2 god reminded me of sumething darker tng
Whien you'ra in your cups @ qearve! might break ot
you'd wound each other. shame your leasting here
and cast o pall on yoer courting.

Irus bas powers 10 draw & man to ruin.’

Tetemachus did his Father's will al unce,

calting out Lo his ofd surse Euryclea: “Oick

dear ene, tiosa the wamen up in theit own quarters
il ean stow my father's weapens in the stareroom,
Splendal gear: lving abuut. neglecied black with soot
sinc father sailed away. | was ordy a boy then.

Now I must safequard them from the smoke.”

“High time. hild." the loving nurse reglied.

“If anly you't bather 1 tend yeur whele hoese

and saleguard all your treasures. Tell me,

whn's ta fetch and carry the terch for you?

Youwan't let pet the maids who'd light your way ©
“lhur frieed here wil " Telemachus answered cozlly

“I won't put up with & man who sharks his wark.

not if ha takes his ratiun from my stores

even i ba's miles away from bome”

That silenced the old nurse.

Sha barred the dooes thal led from the long fiall-
and up they sprang, fidysseus and his princaly san
and began tu tarvy off the helmets. studded sluebds
end pninted spears. snd Pallas Athena strode before them

Uty & galden larsp thal cast a dazaliag radisnce round sbosl.

“Father.” Telentachus suddenly burst out ta Didysseus.
“ohwhat 2 marvel fs my eyes! Loak. laok there -
olt the sides of the hall the handsome crussbeams.
pinewoed rafiers. tha tall columns towering -

ol glow in my eyes kka llaming lire!

Serely p godis here-

onz of thoss wha rule the vaulling sks!®

“Buel” tis father. the old seldier, warned i
"fiat & grip e yoursell. Ho more questions now

It's just the way of the gods who ruls Diympus.

I8 you go Lo bed 1M stay kere behnd

to test the women, test your mather to

She in bier grief will ask me everythivg | kngw "
Under tho flarng torchight. threugh thy hal
Telemachus made his way (o his own bedeoom anw,

E__‘__FF=_"‘-—-———_————-——:——'——=——\—-—_———_

What excuse dovs Telemachus give
for removing weapons from the
hall?

he sty Thad he
wmmcsvm/%m
Jugeqy dhad

55

60

03

w

15

BO

85

90

95

160

105

where he abways wenl when welcome sleep came un bum
There he Lay tanight 25 well bl Dawa's first hght

Tha left the areat kg stull waiting m bis hall

as Athena helped hum plot the slaughter of the swisrs
Now down from her chamber cam reserved Penclope.
lokeng far al the world ke Artermus or golden Aphrodite.
Close to the five her women drew ber favorite chair
with its wharls of silver and ivary, intaid rings.

Tha crafisman who made it years age. Jevmbivs,

added a fooirest wider the seal itself

anrtised inta the frame,

and overil all was draped a haavy fleece.

Hera Penelope louk her place. discrupt observant.

1ha women erms bared, pressing in from thewr quarters.
clzared away the tables. the heaped remains of the feast
and tha cups from whech the rauceus lords had druak
Rating embers irom the brasiers onto the greund.

they piled them high again with seasoned wosd,
providing light and warmth,

And yet again

Melantho lashed oul it Bdysseus: “Vou st hera7—
yuu pest slinkieg aroued e house all night,

lecring up al the women?

Giet out. you tramp~be glad of the food you get—
orwe'l sting  torch at you rout you out ot once!”

A Liling gfance. and the old iranper countered

What's passessed you, woman? Why lay into me? Such abuse!
Just becausa I'm hithy. because | wear such rags

roving raved the country, Iing band- to-manth.

Bet it’s fate that drives me on

that's the kot of heggars homeless drifters.

| oo oace bved in a lofty heuse that men admired.

rolling in wealth {d eften give tn a vagabond ke myset],
whoaver e was. whatever need had brought bim o my dooe
And crowds of servants § had and lots of all i tahes

tet Ive: the lfe of ease, o make men call you rich,

But Zews cumed it all - god's will na doubt.

So beware. woman. or me day yiu may lose it all

3l your glitter that puts your work-mates in the shade.

{r your mistress way jus! fly i a rage od dress yeu down
or Odyssews may return~there's sull room for hepe!

O o he's dead as you Hiunk and never coming home,

well thera's bis son Telemaghs

ke fother {ike son=thanks fu god Apotin

Ha women's wildness here in the housa eseages

the prince's eye. He's come of age ot las).”

So he warned and atert Penelops heard him,

whecled sn the maid and tangue-kashed her smartly:

“Maker no mistake. you brazen shameless bitch.

ngne of your ugly work escopes me either—

youwill gay for it with your life, you willt

How well you baew - you heard From my own bgs -

that F meant 1o probe this stranger in our hause

O

Describe Melantha,
QMLQ& u‘g)L' %}c e and Odysseus's

first encounter,

Parud
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From Book B to Pair with Ancient Gesture

In came the herald now.

laading along the faithful bard the Muse adored
abave all others. true. but her gifts were mixed
with good and evil both: she stripped him of sight
but'gaye the man the power of stirring. rapturgus song.
Pontanous brought the bard a silver-studded chair,
right amid the feasters, leaning it up against

a central column—hung his high clear lyre

on a peq abave his head and showed him how

to reach up with his hands and lift it down.

And the herald placed a table by his side

with a basket full of bread and cup of wine

for him to sip when his spirit craved refreshment.
All reached out for the good things that lay at hand

and when they'd put aside dessre for fond and drink,

the Muse inspired the bard

to sing the famous deeds of fighting heroes—

the song whose fame had reached the skies those days:
The Strife Between Ddysseus and Achitles. Peleus’ Son ..
how once at the gods’ Hlowing feast the captains clashed
in 8 savage war of words, while Agamemnon, lord of armies.
rejoiced at heart that Achaga's bravest men were battling so.
For this was the victory sign that Apolio prophesied

at his shrine in Pytho when Agamemnan strode across
the rocky threshald, asking the gracle for advice—

the start of the tidal waves of ruin tumbling down

on Troy's and Achaea’s forces, bath at once.

thanks to the will of Zeus wha rules the world.

That was the sung the famous harpar sang

hut Odysseus. clutching his flaring sea-blue cape

in both powerful hands. drew it ever his head

and buried his handsome face,

ashamed his hosts might see him shedding tears.
‘henever the rapt bard would pause in the sang,

ha'd lift the cape from his head. wipe off his tears

and hoisting his double-handled cup, pour it out to the qods.
But soon as the bard would start again. impellad i sing
by Phaeacia's lords. who reveled in his tale,

again Odyssews hid his face and wept.

His weeping went unmarked by all the athers;

anky Alcinous, sitting close beside him,

noticed his quest's tears,

heard the groan in the man's labored breathing

and said at onee to the master mariners around him,
“Hear me, my lords and captains of Phagacial

By now we ve had our fill of food well-shared

and the lyre too, our loyal friend at hanguets.

Now odt we go again and test ourselves in contests,
games of every kind—so our guest can tell his friends,
whien he reaches home, how far we excel the world
At'boxing, wrestling, jumping, speed of foot.”
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Related Literature: “Penelope” by Dopothy Parker

In the pathway of the sun,
In the footsteps of the breeze,
Where the world and the sky are one,

He shall ride the sitver seas.
He shall cut the glittering wave,
| shall sit at home, and rock:
Rise. to heed a neighbor's knack:
Brew my tea. and snip my thread;
Bleach the linen for my bed,
They wilt call him brave.

Penelope to Ulysses
By Meredith Schwartz

Like a spider committing suicide

each night | unweave the web of my day.
| have no peace.

About me the insistent buzz of flies
drones lauder every day.

| am starving.

| watch them, always. unblinking stare.
All my dwindling will

| use in not moving, not trying, unweaving.
I pull in my empty nets

eating myself, waiting.

VA

1 i

.._. _ _._*am “he" referred to in fines [-57

How is he described?

2. How does the speaker describer her
lifa?

3. On what aspects of Penelope’s life
does this poem focus?

4. What does Penelope symbalize?

I What does Penelape literally unweave
in the Odyssay?

2. Whao are the “flies"?

3. Why is the fly metaphor appropriate?

4. What does it maan that Penelope is
“starving” and "eating myself'?
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Ies guale Fought back Ins tears And shu

unce she'd had her Bl of griel and weeqeng

turnzd agam to hee guest with tns reply:

“How. stranger | think 11 fesh you. just 1o se

if thera in your house with ol kis Inends - aens.
you actually entertained my husband as you say
Lome. tell me what sort ef cluthing he wore.

what tut of man was he?

Wha of the men who fellowed in his Lrain?™

“Ah good woman

Ddysseus, the great masier of subllety. returmnd
“how hacd it is to speak. afler 50 much tine

apart _ why. some twendy years have passed
since e Jedl my heuse and pul my fand behind him
Even sa. imaging the man as ! poriray fim—

I can see hie naw.

King Odyssess ..

he was wearing & heavy wonlea cape. sea-purple.
in doubla folds. with a gohdon broneh to lasp 1L
twin shouths for the pins. on the face a work of art.
8 hound clenching a dappled fawn in its frant paws
slashing it as it wrthed. All marveled (0 seg at
salid gotd as 1t was, the bound slashing thrallng
the lawn in its death-throes. hoofs Nathag to break Lye
| noticed hes glossy it tan, clhnging I bus skin
Ika the Lhin glistemng sk ol @ dried snisn,

silky. soft. the glint of the sua itself,

Women galore would gaze o il with relish

And thes ton. Bear il in mind won't you?

Ve ao idea o Didyssews wora Lhese thisgs at hyme
or a comrade gave him them as ha boarded ship.
or & hast perbaps - the man was loved by many
There were few Achosans to equal him . and 17

| gave hum & branze sword myseff. 2 kned cloak
elegant deep red and a fringed shirt as well,

and | saw bum olf in his lgng benched stup of war
wn |ordly shyle.

Sumething else. He ket a herald

besuda kin. @ man a ke older than himsef

{14ry 10 descrbe him to you, best | can.
Round-sheuldered he was, swarthy, curdy-taired
Iis nama? Eueybiates. And Odyssees prized him
mast of all his men. Their minds worked as me ™
His words renewed her deep dewire te weep,
recoguizing the strung clear signs Odysseus offercd.
Bunt as soom as she'd had her fill of tsars ead griel.
Penelope lurncd again to her puest and sa:d,
“How, stranger: much as | pibed you befere.

now in my bousa you'l be my speciol fnend.

my honored guest. | am the one. myselt

wha gave fum the very cluthes thet you descnbe

| brtght (them up Erom the storercom. folded thesi s=a
[astened the golden broach 1o adorn my hushand

315

30
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Ddyssews - neves agan will | embrace him,

sinding home ta lns own native land.

A black day il was

when he 1oak ship to sex that cursed cuy .

Destroy. | call =1 lite 1o say its nane!”

“Ah my queen ” the aran of cruft assured her

“noble wile of Lartes’ son, Bdysseus.

ravage no more yaur lavaly face with Lears
orcorsame youg heast weth grieving for yosr lusband
Feat thad I'd blame you ever Any woman will mourn
the brdegroom she has Lot bais with o love

and borwe his children toa. Even though he

was no [dysseus <a man Lke a god they say

But dry your tears and take my wards to heart.

1 will tell you the whole tsth and hude nathurg:

I have heard Udysseus now, at last, is on hes way,

he's just in reach. in rich Thesprotian coantry—

the man is still abve

and he's bringing home a royal hoard of Ireasure.
gifts he won frem the pesple of thase parts

His crew? He's lost bis crow and hollow ship

un the wine-dark walers off Thrinacia Island.

Teus and Helins raged dead set agaimst Ddyssess

For his men-gl-arms had Lilled the cattla of tha Sun.
s down i the bast band they drowned in crashang seas.
But not Bdysseus. cngng tight 1o hus shyp's keel -

the breakers Hung him ot ontp dry land. on Schera.
Lhe land of Paeacians. clase kin 1o the gods themselves.
and with all thewr hearts they prized hum Lk 5 god.
shawered the man with giits, and they'd kave gladly
sailed him home unscathed. In fact Ddysseus

wauld kave been here beside you long aga,

biest hie thoesght it the bester. shrewder course

{o recoup bis fortunes reving through the world,

At shy prolit-lerming there's rol @ man alye

{0 touch Diyssexs. Ke's gol no rival thers.

So ! learmed fram Phiden. ng of Thesprotia.

who swire to ma 95 he poured bbations in his house
“The ship's hauled dewn and the shypmates set to sail
15 take (ldysseus home Ly native land "

But)

he shipped me off befere. & Tiesprotian cutter
chanced to b heading [or (eichion rch in wheat

But he showed me all he Lreasure Rdysseus had pmassad
tnough to ka5t @ evan and ten generations of bis heirs -
s great the wealth stored up for bim in the king's vaulls!
But Bdysseus, he made clear was off at Dudsna then
ta hear the will of Zeus that rustles farth

from the god's 12 lzafy cak: hew should he retur
alter all the years away. 1o lus owa beloved Iiaea,
openly or in secret?

And so the manis safe.

85 you can see. and he's coming hame. soon,
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wenl toParnassus nat tu seo Autolytus aod bis sens,
The nuau was bis matber's noble father ona who escelted
thie warid at thigvery. that and subife. shdty abis.
Hermes gave bim the oift overjoyed by the thighs

of lambs srd kids he burned in the god's honor—
Hermes the ready partzer ia bis crimes. Now,
Autolytus mnce visited lheca's fertile land.

o find his doughter's son hod just been born
Euryelsia set him down en the old man's kees

as be fnished duner. urging him, “Autolyzus

you must hnd 2 name for yeur daughter's darling son
The baby cames as the answer o her prayers.”
“You

my daughler. and you, my son-in-taw.* Autolycus returs <
“give the boy the nama | Lell you naw Just as |

have cume from akar, creating pain for many~

tnen and wamen acruss the good green earth-

50 let his nama be Bdysseus ..

the So= of Pain 0 nama he'tl earn in Full

And when hu has come of sge and pays his visit

to Pamassus~the greal estate of his mother's dng
whers all my treasures lie -1 will give bim enough

to cheer bis hizart. then speed bum home 1o o *
At 50,

intime Gdysseuswent ta callect iha splendud gits
Autolycus and the soes of Autolyuus warmed him in
with eager bandclasps. hearty words of welcome.
His mather’s mother, Anphithea. hugged the boy

8ad issed hus face and kiszed his shining eyes,
Autalycus told fis well-bred sans to grepare

@ princely feasL. They fallewed orders gladly,

herded an ox insida 8t ones, lve years nld

shinned it and split the carcass intn quarters

deftly cul il in pieces. skewered thesa on spits
roasted all to a turn and servad the portions o).
Suafl daylang bl the sun went dawn they feasted.
consuming el shares o their hearts' content.
Thien whea the sun hiad st and night came on

they turned te bed and took the gift of sleep.

As soan

as young Jown wilh ber rose-red fingers shine enge mors
they all moved out Far the hunt. hounds in the lead
Autolyces' sons and Prince (ldysseus in dheir racks.
Efmbing Parnassus' ridges. thick with hmber”,

thay quickly reached the mountain's windy fokds

and just as he sun began to strike the plowlands,
rising out of the deep cale flow of the Deean River
the bealers came to 8 wonded glen the housds broke.
hot on a tral and right behind the pack they came,
Autolyews’ sons~Udyssews out in Irom aow,
pressing the dags. biandishing high his spear

with itz bong shadaw waving. Then and thers

aqreat boar lay in wail. in  thicket fair so dense

©
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thiat the suides gusty winds could rever prerre iU

nar could the sun’s sharp roys invade it depths

#or @ dowapour dreach it through and throvgh,
sodease sa dark and pded with fullen [zaves.

Here, as the funters clesed in for the i,

crowding the hounds: the tramp of men and dogs
cam drumming reund the baar—ha crashed from hus k-
hes rasor back bristhog, his eyes Hashing fira

and charging up Ic the hunt he stopped. at bay—

and Ddysseus rushed bim lirst,

shaking hes fang spearin a sturdy hasd

wild to stetke but the boer struck faster

lunging in on the stant a lusk thrusting up

mver the boy's knee. qouging 3 deep strp of Hesh

but it never hit the bone -

Ddysseus thrust and streck

stabhing the beast’s right shoulder~

a glint of branze~

the point rpped clean through, and down i the dust be drepped
gruntiag oul his breath as his 1e winged away.

The sans of Autolyeus. working over Odyzseus.
shiflfubly brading up hus open wiund—

the galtant godlike princa—

charted an ofd spell that stanched the blood

and quickly bare fim liams: 1o their lather's palace.
There. in no time, Autolycus and the sons of Autolyzus
heated him wel and shewering hum with splendid gilts.
sped Ddysseus back i his native land, o Mthaca.
ayoung man filled with joy. His happy parcals,

his father ard aobls mather welcomed him home
andasked him of al bis exploits, bow-by-blow:
how did ha get that woundT Ha tald hes tale with siyle,
I the white tusk of 8 wild baar had gashed his leg
hunting on Parmassus with Autobgzus and bis sons

That scar— = .

s the old nurse cradied his ke and hee kands passed down ﬁqu dﬁA a m
shefeltil knew il suddenfy let fus fogl fall—

down it dropped in tha basin—the branze clanged. j % afl a]]

lipping aver, spilling waler acruss the floor

Joy ond tormcat gripped her heart at once

tears rushed to ber eyes~voece choked in her throat

she reached for (”dysseus’ chin and whispered quiekly,

“Yes. yes! you are Ddysseus-ch dear bay~

I cautdn't know you belore ..

nol ull | toucked the body of my liag!"

She placced at Penelope. keen 1o sigital her

that here was her own dear hushand here and new.

but she could not catch the glance. sha taok no heed,
thena turned her attenuon clsewliere:But Ddyssens -

his rght hand shat oul clutching the nurse's

wilh his [zft he hugyed her to himself and muttered

“Hurse, you want 1a kill me? You suciled me yourscll

= I'm bume. at last,

Knows thad
J vy
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Uit shootz an arvove clean through o twelie aes

IS 1w man T Toldw yes forsang s fouse
ieve | was once a bnde. this gracious house

o T T wil [ Ean oller—
Hways re . Lhat
uvnninmvdruams"

“0h my queen”

(dysseus. man of eaplaits. wrged her o,

“riyal wafi of Laertes’ son. Bdysseus. eow. U

don't pet off this test in the halls 2 moment 1’ \
Uefore that crew can handle the polished bow

stiing it taut and shoet through all thase axes ~

{ldysseos. man of explons, will be hama with you'™

W wnby. my friad " the wisa Penelope replied

“you were willisag to s beside me in the housa,
indulging me in the comfort uf your presence.
sleep would never dnft acruss my eyes.

Bt ome can't go without s slecp farever

The immortals give each thing ils preper plice

n our mordal lives throughout tha good green vacth
S vaw ['m gaing kack 19 my room wpstairs

andd lie down va my bed,

that bed of gain my tears have sireaked yearin
year out, from the day (dysseus sailed away to see
Dusteoy. | call u- | hate to say ils name!

Fhera Il fest. while you fie hera in the hall
spreading yeur blankels samewhers an the foar.
ur the wemer wit prepare & decent bed *

With that

the queen weat up 1 ker lolty wzll-it room

and no! alone: her women followed close betind
Penelope. ence they raached the upper stary.

{ell o weeping for fdysseus. her beloved huhind.
Ull watchiul Athena sealed her yes with welcoma sleep

fiko} . P

U gomg)m\vzd

.-I_iaw wauld the ol Bdysseus buve respended B msutts Irom a oy goatherd?

'

What 15 an earker episaide in the teat where Diysseus encountered Sumeons wha made lem angry? Ilow did he reaci?

Up to this paint. 1s Ddysseas @ Soughtiul, rellective man? llow da you bucw?

What does Athena da in this book to encourage Tdysseus?

Wha s Phlzetws?

How vs (ldysseus inseled by Clepms?
Why do the sudors behave eves more nappropriately than usual?

What is Penclope doing at the end of the book?
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o dream. b lhosght S waking treh at lostt”

At those words

Bavn risse an ber gutden theana in & sudden gl of ght.
Aud great dyssens caught the saund of his wite's cry
and began lo daydream—deep in his heart it seesned
she staad beside bim knew bim. now, at last

Gatherng up the Heece and blankels where he'd slept
he laid them on o chair in tha hall he took the abide oel
and spread il down, bfted his hands and prayed to Zeus:
“father Zeus,  you really willed it sa~ta bring ma
home over land and s2a-lanes. homa to native ground
after ol the pawn you brought me- shaw me a sign

a gond amen voiced by someone awake indpors.
anather sign. oedside. from Zeus himselH®

And Zeus in all his wisdom heard that prayer.

Hu thuadened at once, out of bis clear blue heavezs
hegh above the clouds. ond Bdysseus’ spirit died.

Thes from within the halls a weman grinding grain

let Ay @ lucky word. Cluse at hand she was.

where the good commander ol the handmills orcu
and now twelve women in all performed their tasks.
grinding the wheat and barley. marrow of men's benes
The rest were ebed by naw-they'd milled their stint—
this one alone. the fradest of all, kept working o,
Stapping her mill ske spole an emen far her master
"lous. Tather! Kin of gods and men now there

was atrack of thueder ool el the starry shy~

aeed fot 8 cloud in suhil

Sureil's & sign you're showwg semeane now,

So. poor as | am, graat me my prayer as well

et tus day be the last, the last these suitors

bolt eir groaning [easts i King Bdysseus” house!
Thess brutes who break my knpes—heart: wrenching labor
grinding thesr grain—now lat them eat their last!”

& lucky omen. inked with Zeus's thunder.

[Wysseus' heart leapt up. the man comvinced

te'd grind the scoundrels’ kves mut in revenge.

By naw

the other mauds were gathering in Odyssens” royal palace,
raking up oo the hearth the fire sull gaing strung.
Tetemachus clmbed from bed and dressed at ence.
brisk 8s a yaung yod -

over his shoulder he slung his well-haned sword.

he tastened rawhide sandals under his smooth feet

he seized his tough spear tipped with a bronze paint
and took fes stand ) the threshuld ealling Euryeleia
“Dear nurse, how did you treat the stranger in our house?
#ith bed and boand? Be leave him 1o be watended?

That would be mother's way - sensibfa as she is=

all impulse, dating ovar same warthluss steanger,
torning a geod man eut to face the worst.”

“Please, cheld” bis calm o nurse replied

“don’t blame her-your mather's blameless this ime.

Whar sign does Zeus send?
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He: st and drank bes wane ull he'd had his fl

Food? He'd Jost bis hunger But she askedinm

And when i was time ta thiak of turning in,

she Iold the mards (o spread a decent Led bul he—

50 down-and-cul. paor soul so dogged by fate -

said no Lo snuggling into @ bed between covers.

No sir, the man lay down in the entrance-hall

on the raw hide of an ox and sheep’s Heece.

andwe threw o blanke! gver him. so wa did.”

Hearing that

Telemachus strada cut thryzgh the patace spear i hand
and & pair of sleek hounds went trotfing at his hegls.

He madz lor the mecting grounds to join the island fords
while Euryeleia the daughter of (ps. Pisenor's soz.

that best of women, gave the maids thewr arders:

“lluick now. look alive. sweep sut the hse.

wet dawn the flaors!

You. these porple coverdets.

Pung them over the fancy chars!

All tliase tables.

spange: Biem down—scour the winebowls. burnished cups!
Thie rest—naw off you go to the spring and letch some water,
fast a5 your legs can run!

[ young gatlants won't be long Irum (e palace.

they'll be right and early~today's a pubkic feast

They bung on her wards and ran te do ber bidding.

Full twenty scurmied off tn the sprng's dark water,
others bent to the hoeseward. al good hands.

Then in they truaped the slrutting serving-men,

wha =plit the firpwand tleasly now as the women
busted in [ram the spring the swineherd at their hetlz,
driving thres fat parkers. the best of all bus herds.

And leaving them 1o reol wn the kroad couryard.

up he weat to Ddyssess. hailed bim warmly:

“Friend. da the suitors shew you s respect

ortreal you ke the dregs of the earth as ghwaysT”
“Goed Eumazus” the cralty man replied

“if undy the gads would pay back their pulrage!

Wild an rechdess young cubs. conniving hera

in anather's howsa, They've gol no sease of shame.”
And now a5 the twa corfided in pach gther

the geatherd Melanthivs sauntered toward them:
herding his goals with 8 pair of drovers' hel,

the pick of his Nocks t maka the swiars” meal

Under ik:e echoiag porch he tethered these. then tursail
on [dysseus ence sgain with cutting nsults: “Ste abva?
Sull hownding your betters. begging round tse bouse?
Wiy dan't you cart yaursell away? Get out!

We'll never part. | swear.

il wa taste each othes's lists. Riffraff

you and your begging make us sick! et oul -

we're handly the ondy bangquel on the island.”

Ho reply. The wily ene just shook his head,
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A eow through the sirewts

thy heralds passed. leading e heasts marked out

fur saenfice oa Apallo's grand festal day,

and the islanders with their lang hair were filng

intn the gad's shady grova - tha destent deadly Archer
Thosein the palace. ence they'd roasted tha prime cuts,
pulled them off the sps and sharing out the partions,
Tell 1o the royal feast ..

The men wha served them gave Bdysseus his skarg,
fair as the kalping they receved themsalues.

Sa Telemachus eedered the king's own son.

But Athezia had g mend 10 let the brazen suilors

hald back now lrom their heart-rending insults~

she meant to make the angwish cut st deeger

intn the core of Laertes” son Odyssous.

Tkare was one ameny them. a lawlcss bogr—
Ctesippus was his mame. he snade hus home in Same.
afellow soimpressed with fus pwn astounding wealth
he courted the wil of Ddysseus. gona lor years.

Naw the man harangued his swaggening comwades:
“Listan to ma. my fine inends, hera's what tsay!

From the start our guest has had hes fair share—

it's only mght. you know,

How impolite i wauld be. how wrang ke scast
whatever guest [efemachus welcomes to his house.
Lonk here. '8 give hun & proper guest-gdt tan,

8 prize he can hand the crone whe bathes his feet

or 8 4ip fer anather slava whn haunds the halls

of ur great king Odysseus!™

i that nate,

grabibing an oxhoof out of @ baskel where it lay

with 8 brawny hand bs fusg it straight et the king—
but Beysseus ducked his head 2 hitls, dodging the blsa,
and seething jusl as the uxhonf it the sokd wall

he clenched is teeth in a wry sardonic grin
Telemachus dressed Ctesippus down at once:
"Ctesippus. you can thank your lucky stars

you missed our guesthe ducked your blaw. by god!
flse | would hava planted my sharp spear in your bowets -
your father would have been busy with ynur funeral
not your wedding here. Enssyh

Dion't let me ses more effenses in my house.

nol [rom anyone! F'm glive t it all. now,

the guod and the bad- the boy you knew is gane.

But | sull must hiear with this, this levely sight _
sheepflocks butchered, wing swiled fnod squaadered -
hrow can a man fight off so many single-handed?

tiut o more of your enmes against me. please!

Undess you're bent cn cutting me dowa, now,

and I'd rather dia. yes, better tial by lar

thaw have to book en al yuur outrage day by day

puests treated to blows. men dragging Uhe serving-wosees
thruugh our nobls hause, exploiting them a. no shame!™
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Dead quiet. [he swiars all fell silunt hushed.

Atlact Damastor’s son Agelaus rase and said

“Tair envugh my friends; when a man speaks well

w2 have na grounds lor wrasghay, no cause far sbuse.
Hands cff this stranger! Or any other servanl

in King Ddysseus’ patace But now a word

of driendly advice far Telemachus and his molher—
here's hopmp il proves cangemal ta them bath,

So long as your hearts stil kept a spark alive

that (dysseus would retorn - that great deep man—
wha could blame yo. playing the wadting game at bome
and holding off the suitors? The better course. it's Irue.
Whal if Odysseus had returned had mada it home s last?
But now it's clear s day-the man will come no more.
So go. Telemachus sit with yaur mather, coas her
Gk ::m m::ﬁ; - ';";:_'.n nlf;zmnst. Describe Telemuchus. How has he
:m'::: d:::::: here, x:l:;nzl ms p:!sm changed over the course of the
while mather plays the wife in another's house epic?

The young prince, keeping his poese. replied.

“| swear by Zeus. Agelaus. by all my father sulfered -

dead na doubl or wandenng lar frem fthaca these days -

) don't defay my mother's marriage. nol o memant.

| press her to wed the man who lakes her heart

[ll showrer ber myself with boundless yilts.

But ! shrink Irom driving mather fram e hovse.

issuing harsk commands against ber will

God ferbid it ever cames (o thatt*

S ke vowed

and Athena set off uncontroliabls laughter in the swinrs.

trazed them out of their minds-mad kystencal laughter

seemed lo break from the jaws of strangers. not their own.

and the meat they were eating oazed red with blood -

lears llooded their eyes hearts possessed by grief

The inspired sear Theaclymenus wailed out in their midst

"Poor men. whal Lerroris thes thal overwhelms you so?

Night shrowds your haads. yur faces. down to your knees -

cries of mourning are bursting into fira—cheeks rvening lears -

the walls and tha bandsome crossbaants dripping dank with bleod!

Bhosts look, thranging the entrance. threnging the eourt

1o trooping down o the realm of desth and darkness!

The sun is blotted nul of the sky-loak thers—

8 lethal mist spreads ol acruss the earthl*

At thal

they all broke into peals of laughter aimed of the seer—

Palylues’ san Eueymachus brapg first and foremast

“Dur guest just in brom sbroad the man is reving!

Tuck, my boys. hestle him oul of the hpuse,

inta the mesting grounds. tha kght of day—

everylhing hera he thinks is dark as night!”

“Furymachus.” the inspered prophet countered.

“when | waah your escort, 1l ask for it myseli.

| trave eyes and ears. and both my feel, shll
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300k 19 Summary

When the suitors retire for the night, Telemachus and Qdysseus remove the
arms as planned.. Telemachus tefis Eurycleia that they are storing the arms to

keep them from being damaged. L om;mwmtmw U ree \ house E}

Telemachus retires and Odysseus is joined by Penelope. She has come from the
women’s quarters to question her curious visitor. She knows that he has claimed
to have met Odysseus, and she tests his honesty by asking him to describe her
husband. Odysseus describes himself, capturing each detail so perfectly that it
reduces Penelope to tears. He then tells the story of how he met Odysseus and
eventually came to lthaca. He tells Penelope that, essentially, Odysseus had a
long ordeal but is alive and freely traveling the seas, and predicts that Odysseus
will be back within the month.

Penelope offers the beggar a bed to sleep in, but he declines. he reluctantly
allows Eurycleia to wash his feet who immediately recognizes the scar that
Odysseus received when he went boar hunting as a child. He silences her while
Athena keeps Penelope distracted so that his secret remains safe.

‘Vhat excuse does Telemachus give far removing the weapons from the hall?
Telemachus says that he is removing the weapons so that they aren’t made dirty by the
smoke from the hall.

Describe Melantho.
Melantho is an unfaithful maid. She has aliied herseif to the suitors and treats Odysseus
(still in disguise as a beggar) poorly.

Describe Penelope and Odysseus’s first encounter.
Penelope thinks Odysseus is a visitor.

How does Eurycleia recognize Odysseus?
Eurycleia recognizes a scar on Odysseus's upper thigh that he sustained from a wild hog in
his youth,

Describe Penelope’s dream.
Penelope dreams about her pet geese being killed by an eagle.
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NG 1% Brepy or Ay

Complete the chart below to keep track of same of the m aracters in Book Twenty. For each cter, describe if he/she is an
ally or enemy of Ddysseus. Then in tha right column, describe the character and his/her behavior.

ol R Ee— er

Character Ally or Enemy? Character Description #
Character Behavior
Eurycleia
Melantho
. 2 _.
Melanthius =~ .

]

i

TR T —

N S =]

£ £ 3
Antinous E

Eumaeus

Csteppius

> 4

NG2A

Penelope arranges for the suitors to compete for her hand in marviage by performing a test with Odysseus's bow.
Ddysseus Strings His Bow

The time had come. The goddess Athena with her blazing eyas Wliung — @RH%.F

5 inspired Penelope. lcarivs’ daughter, wary. poised,
to set the bow and the gleaming iren axes oot 2
before her suitors waiting in Odysseus’ hall— § % fm: C@
to test their skil and bring their slaughtar on. e
Up the steep stairs to ker room she climbed
10 and grasped in a steady hand the curved key—
fine branze, with ivory haft attached—
and then with her chamber-women made her way
ta @ hidden starersom, far in the palace depths,
and there they lay. the royal master's treasures:
15 bronze, gold and a wealth of hard wrought iron
and there it lay as weH .. his backsprung bow I ‘ | }
with its quiver bristling arrows, shafts of pain.
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105 dhoogh be'd never seen the axes ranged bedorg
s stawd at the threshold, peised to dry the bow TLDJ-m a
Theen times he mada it shudder straining 1o bend 1t
three limes his power Hagged - bt his hopes ran high
he'd string his father’s bow and shoat through every iiun
110 and now, strugghag with all bis might Tor the fourth tme.
hat washd have strung the bow but Beysseus sheoh fis head O
anif stopped him shart despiz his tensing zeal
{ # “Tiod help me.” the wspired prnce cried ol
# “must | he @ weakiing a failure al] my Iu?
115 UnlessI'm just ton youny to 3rust my hands
tu light off any man who rises up against me.
Come. avy betters. so much stranger than ) am -
try the bow end linish off the contest”
He prepped his Isther's waapan an the ground,
120b tlting it up against the pohshed well-husy dooes
and resling a shait aslast the bow's fine horn
then back he wen to the seat that be had left
A,, “Up friends!” Antineus £afled taking over
# “One man after anather ledl to right,
125 starting lrum whery the steward pous (e vine *
5o Anlinous urged and all agreed.
The birst man up wayTeadesh Denops’ son
a seerwho could see REF Tuiures in the smoke,
who always sat by the plowing winebowl, well back,
134 tha one man in the group wha lzathed thei rectless ways,

appalted by ol their outrage. His twen first . m O (l]\;‘( /lh.}\:‘,-‘

Picking up the weapon ngw and the swit arrow.,
but faited 1o bend it As soon s he tugged the striag \Q ¥ ‘
135 Lﬂ

Antinoun 3

he stond et the threshald. poised ta by the baw
Iis hands went stack. hus soft, uncallesed hands.

d he called back o the suitors. "Freads.
lcan't bend 41, Take il someene—try

Here is @ bow 070 ur Jrest ol hie and breath,
ourBest contenders! SUAl. better ba dea
140 “ThanTrve on here: never wanniag the prze
mrmufmmmﬁ“
~burnig veth expestation every day,
ii there's still a suilor here wha hopes.
\b aches in marry Penglo| us' wile.
145 justlet bum try the bow. he'll see the Tl
He'll seon by siege to aeotfier Argive woman
trailing her fong robies. and shower her with gifis -
and then nue queen can marry tha ane wha uffers mast
the man marked out by fate to be her hushand®  —3 OW
150 With those wards he thrast Gie Giw gse,
tlting it wp against the polished well-hung doors
and resting o shalt astant the how's fing harn
then back he went ta the seat lkat ke had left
But Antingus tureed on Hha seer: ebuses dlying:
155 A “Leades! whal are you saying? what's gat past your Lps?
What ewful. grsly nonsense~it shocks mo to hear it
"hure 15 @ bow to rub our best of life aed breatht®

o ML — neta wﬂﬂﬁr@@

fwﬁlﬂ.

V\Mﬁ IUU\M dU- %ﬂﬁbéung

Dresenibe Aminous's bohaviar,

lou

165

170

175

180

185

90

195

200

205

210

0

Jusi because you can'l string 1t yeu'ne, sa weak?

Clearty your genteel mather never bred her by S/?} u'/
for the wark of bending bews and shooting amrows. mo Ul, h‘)a

We have chasmpions 1 our ranks to string it quickly.

Haptait WelabiusP~ he barked ol the goathard - \fﬁ( W

“Raka the fe in the hall pull up o big stosl
heap it with Heece an letch that hefty ball
of lard Irgm the stors inside. S0 we yousg lords
can heat and kmbee the bow and rub it down with greass
biefnre we iy egan and finish off the eantest
The geatherd bustled about ta rake the lre
still guing stroeg. He pulled up a lag staol
beaped it with lleecs and fetched the helty ball
of fardfrom the stores inside. And the young men ‘ L
imbered the bow. tubling it down with hot peense,
then struggled to bend it back but fz:led Ho use—
they el fac shurt of the strength the bow required
Antinous still held off, dashmy Eerymachus tan
thee ringleaders of all the swtars,
head and shoulders the stranges! of the loL
But now
tke king's two men. the cowhierd and th swinhend,
had stipped uat of the palace side-by-sids
and great Ddysseus felt the houseto join them.
[Mace they were past the courtyard and the gales
o b probed them deftly. surely: “Towherd, swincherd
"what. shall | blurt this sut orkesp i t myself?
No. speak out. The heart inside me says so.
How lar would you go ta fight beside Ddysseus?
Say he dropped ke thal Irom & clear bive sty
and 5 god biraught him back—
wiuld yau hight for the suitors ar your king?
Tell me hew you fes! insida your bears.”
“Father Jeus.” the trusty cawherd shouted

/ ’@
“bring my prayer to pass! Let the nuster come— ‘_)}\L Mn{ ‘
some god guide him now! You'd see my power J’Wll.o\ h) w
my lighting arms in actian!” m M
Fumamss echoed bis prayer to all the gads
that their wise king wauld soon coma homa again. ‘-'Q /1’ n
Lertain ot last these twa were loyal tn the death,
Odysseys reassered them quickly: V' right here.

Jostung ¥ b@'\i)

Aovanh Yase Hem

What is the cowherd's name, and
how does he prove his loyalty to
Odysseus?

longed far my return. from the rest Evs heand
IHfind you wives, buth of you. gram you pruperty jb ‘-*CL C’CU-LG"

i oee veal prayer tha | eome back again.
sturdy houses besidg my own. and in my eyes yoult be m
comrades Lo Prince Telemachys, brothees from then on.

Y

hern in the [fesh— myseli—and home al last.

alter beaning hwenty years of brutal kardship, Q&V QQ_QA/ ..Q’\m j‘o

N | koo thiat of alf my men yo twa alene mm ﬁ\m V}
So naw I'l 12 you what's in store for you. m

it a god beats down the Iofty swiprs af my hands.

Coma, I show you something - kying proof =

knzw me for cerlain, put your minds al rest
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o laims ter be e son ol ) aolte Eatler
Lusera, band bum the biow now. lel's just ses .
 telk yzu this—and 'l make yoad ey word -

it ka sirings tha bow and Apollo grants hem glory

30 lidress him in skirt and cloak. in handsame clathes
[l give him a gend sharp lance 1o figld off men and degs:
givel him 2 twa-edged swerd and sandals lor fns feet
and send him off. wherever lis heart deswes.”
“Mether”

35 | posed Telemachus brobe in now. “my lather’s buw—

na Achugan on earth bias more right than |

to give it oc willihiold it, as | please.

3 olt the fards in Ithaca's recky hexyhts

ur the islands facg Clis grazed by horses.

nat a single one will force ar Mwart iy will

even of | dezida fo give our guest dhis bow—

a pf1 utright=te carry off himsell

Se mother,

e batk (o yur uarters. Tend to your own lashs.

45 the dislaff and the loom and keep the women
working hand as well As for the bow now.
men wil see te that, bat | most of all:

1 hiokd the reins of power in this huvse.”
Astomsind,

500 she withdrew to her own roum She tank (3 heart
the clear gand sense in whal her san had said,
Clenbing up 1o the lolty chamber with ber worme=
she fell to weepng lor Ddysseus. her beloved hushazd
till watchful Athena sealed her eyes with welcume steep

55 And now the loya) swineherd kead lifted up the bhow,

was lahitg it trwand The king, when afl the sutars

burst out in an ugly uproar through the paface—
brash young bulhies. tis gr that one heckling.

“Wizere un parth are you guing with that how?”

“You you grubiby swineherd. are you crary?”

“The speedy dogs you reared will eat your corpre—=

“Dut there with your pigs. aut i the cold. alne?”

“If only Apodfo aad alt the gods shine down en esl®

Eumagus fraze in fus tracks, put down the bow,

05 paniched by every netery in the hall

-~ Ielemachus shouted tos, (rem the other side.

1 and full of threats: “Tarry un with the bow old bay!
It you serve lon many masters. you'l soon suffer.
Look sharp. arVll pell you back ta youe laom
with flying rocks. | may be younger than you
but F'm much stronger IF ondy | had that edga
in ists and brawn over all this courting crowd.

1'd soow dispatch them = lchung eir waunds al List -
clear of pur palaca whore they plot their vicious platz!

75 Hisoulburst sent them ol into gales of kaughter
blitha and sblwvious. that dissalved their pigua
against tha prinze, Ehe swineherd 1ol the bew.
carried il down the hall to bus ready. waiting king
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130

Bl en e called the murse asidz and whispered
*Gend Eurycleia—Telemachus commands you nuw

B standing by hier gplaced o whus hasds

W%mmmm"
AR

10 fock ¥ snugly fitted dusrs 1o your owii roams.
if anyone bears fram there the joltug blows

and groans of men, caught i cur huge nel \ %ﬂm C
nol oe of you show your lace=

sit light. keep 1o your weawing. nel 2 soutd” Y\O \
Thrat siterced the old narse—

she barred ithe dears that led from the losg hall

The cowherd quietly bzunded ot ol the house

1o lock tha gates of the high-stockaded court.

Ueder the porticy 12y a cable. stop’s lough gear

he lashed the gates with this. then shpged back i

and ran and sat ea the stool that he'd jus) lell. M { u)
wyes rveled on Odysseus.
Hew he held the bow U |. ’)

in his owa hands, urning ol aver tip ta lip
teshng it. this way, tat way _ ieamg Worms
had bered hrough the weapan's horm with the master gune
A suitor would glancs al his aeghbor. |2ering launtiag,
“Logk el tur comgisseur af bows!”

"Sly o¥d foxmayhe

he's got bows hke iL stored in his hause.™

“That or he's bent i makig eo himsell.*

"Look huw he {wists and turns it in s kandst”
“The clever tramp means trouble="

"I wish him luck ™ some cockswre lord clumed i

“UU# (¥l wu U
“at poud ag his kack i bending back that weapan!”

S0 thay mocked. bul Ddysseus mastersmind in action,
once he'd handled the great bow and scanned every tnch.

)(nle&ﬁLﬁg/

“/}l Wi

thes, ke ao exgert singer skuled &t lyes and song—
wha straing a string ta a new peg with ease.
tishing the phant sheep-gut fast at either end—

sa with his virtutsg cass Od strung his mighry buw,
[uickly his right hand phucked the string to test its pitch
Bad under i Tul clear and sliarp 25 8 swalltw's ciy. \?{‘broh

Horror sweph Sraugh the swiors faces bianching while.
and Zeus crocked ihe shy with a bull his blaring siga.

gnd the great man wha Ead borva-s6-moch rejorced ot os!
\sat the 5pp of cuening Cenpus

{orhim...
Ha snatched a winged aevew ting bare an the board - _/QO\(_ﬂ/}
the rest stll knstled deep inside the quver.

soon ta ba tasted by all the feasters there, C m
A\
dnalu@

j{)/\{. Read ever the descaption of

Telemachus ar the very end of the
book. How has he changed?
Sefting skaft oa the kandgrip. drawing the notch

and bowstring back back - mght fram his stoal

just as he sat bl awming straght and true, he let Hy-
il oervese mtissing an o fruen N furst ax-handle

clean pn throwgh 1o the fast and oul n m Lj %’nn‘ougﬂk}
the: shalt with its weighted brazen head shol [ree! &&L y
Wy son”

[ldysseus looked 1o Telemachus and said “your guest.
silting here i your house. has not disgraced you.
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—rﬂn went on the run. reacked his father at e
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® NOTE (HRRRACTEKY;®

it ludged o (e yma's bver=
[het of hus grazp the swond dropped tu the ground -
over his talile. iad over beels be wumbled doubled up
Hinging his fand and bis two-hendled cup across the Haor -
it srruashed the ground with his farehead, writhing o pais,
Lath fest fading oet and his high seat tottered-
the mist of death cama swirling down lis eyes.
Amphinomus rushed the king in all kis glory.

airgeng lim Bace-to-Tace, 8 stashing sword dravin—
if ondy he could force him clear of the doorway. now.
but Telumachus - ton quick-stublied the man from behind,
plunging his bronre spear between the swtor's shaulders
and straight an through his chest the paint came putting out -
down be went with a thud bis ferehead slammed the ground.
Telemachus swerved asida, [aving his long spearshalt
fadged in Amphinanus~fearing same seator jest mught
lsnga In trom Liekind as ha tagged the shakt
iempal him wath a swond or kack him dawn,
crouching over the carpss.

i balting mght besida int let iy, Fathuer=
new {1l gel you o skield and a poir of spears.
& helmet of sabd hranze to fit your tamplest
Il v smyself o the way back and hand oot
arms I the swinzherd. arw the cowherd loa—
wr'd better Nght equipped!”
“Run. letch them”
tha wily coptain urged “winla Fve gol arrows lelt
\n defend ma-or they il ferce me from the doors
while | Light on alone!”
Telemachus muved to his [ather’s peders smanly
D bz ran 1o the room where the famous arms lay stored.
Look up four shields. eight spears. four bronze helmets
ridged with horsehair crests and. lnaded with these,
ran kack to reach bus lather’s sidsn no time.
The prince was first to case himsell i bronze
and his servants loiawed suit- bath hamessed up
and alf three flanked Odyssews. mastermind ol war
am he. as loag as he'd arrows eft to defead humsef.
kept pickeg suiters off w he palace. one lJy ong
am duwe they went. corpse on corpse in drives.
Then. when the royal ercher’s shalts ran out.
he lzaned his ow en a post of the massive doors -
where walls of tha ballway catch the light - and armed
acruss his shaulder he sleng a buchler four plies thick,
wver his powerful head be set a well-lorged helmet,
the harsehair crest atep it tossing bnsthog terver,
and grasped twa rugged lances tipped with fiery bronze.
How a sude-door was liled into the mamn wall—
nghl al the edge of the great hal's stane sil—
and led 10 & pessage always shul by good tight boards,
But Ddysseus gave tha swineherd strict commands
to stand hard by the side- deor. guand it well -
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e enly way the swturs maght briak oul.

Agelaus cofled to bis comrades with a plan:

“Triends. can't someone climb throngh the baich? -

(ol men outside to sausd the alarm. be quick—

our guest would sann see ha'd shot his lastl”

M The paatherd Melanthivs answered. "Hut a chance:

‘my lond - tha door ta the courtyard's much too near.
dangerous tan, the rmouth of the passage cramped.

[ne strong man could Back e, oen zad &l

Ha, {1 letch you some arnar to hamess o

out of tha storernom~there. nowliere else. lm sure.

tha king and his gallast som have stowed their srms!”
With that the guatherd clambered up through smoke-ducts
high on the wall arid scurvied inta Odysseus’ storerzom,
bundled 4 dazen shields. as many spears and helmets
ndged with horselia crests and, loaded with thesa,
rushed back down tn the suitars. quickly issued arms.
Odysseus’ kees shook bis heart tnn. when he sow them
buckbing cn their armar. brundishing long spears—

here was a batile loaming, well he hetew.

He turtind al ance tn Telemachus. warsisgs fying:
“Atiad break in the fight, my boy! One of the wamen's
tipped the odds agairst vs—or coud it be the qoalkendi”
My fault, tather. "™ the cool clear prisce replied

“tha blame's afl mine. That sauy door 10 e voult,

{1eh it gjar—they've kopt a better walch than |

{in. Eurmaeus. shut the door to the storeroam,

check and sea if it's ena of the women's trcks

or Dabies’ son Metanthius. He's our man. Fd say*

And even as they conspired back (... geatherd

climbed (o the roam Lo letch mare burnshed srms.

but Eumaess spatted him, quickly told his king

who stood close by: "Bdysseus. wily captain,

thers he goes again, the infernat auisance —

just as wa suspected - back to the storernom.

[ive ma a clear commandt

[ 1 kill the man-if | can Lake him down -
urdrag hima bak 1o you here. to pay in [l

for the dirty work he's plotted 1 yur house?”

[idysseus master of laclics. answered briskly.

*l and the prince will Leep these brazen sutors
crammed in tha hall, for ll thesr Lattle- fury.

You hw wrench Melonthius’ arms and legs beland bum.
Peng him dewn i tiie stereroom - Lash his back lo 2 plank
and sirep a twisted cable Fast t e seoundrefs bady.
haist bim up 3 calumn until be hits the ra!lers-

let him dangle in ageny, still alive.
lor 8 gand long time!”
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devg i my spink all the paths uf zong -

songs I'm $it to sing lor yeu as far 2 god

Calm your Bosdlst now—dan't 1aks oy head!

He'd bearme aet. your ovn dear san Telemachus -

never of ey own will mevertor any gaa did |

preriorm in your hayse. smgiag afler the swtors

had Wiewfeasts. They wers tos strong (oo many—

they forced ma tn coms and smy-1 had ng choice!”
ie mspred Price Telemachus heand hes pleas

and quickly said to bus [ather close beside him

“Ston. don't cut him dawn! This na's innocent

Sais the kerald Medon- the one wha always

tanded mer in the house when 1 was little~

spare him too, aless he's dead by now.

killed Uy Pinlpetws or fumagus here—

or ran inta you rampagiag throsgh the halls.”

The barald prieked up his amioes ears at that .

cautiws seul.hus cowered (rembbn

wrapped in an oxido freshly strpped—to dodgs Wach death

He jnped 10 a Hash Erom there. threw off the smelly ude

gad scultling up to Tetemachus chching lis knges.

{ha herald begged for kie i words that flutterd

“Hese lam, dear boy—-spare me! Telf your father

{lushed with victery. not to ki! me with his sward -

enraged as he is witli thesa young lords who bled

fus palace white and showed you no respect.

Ihe reckless foolst”

137

Baak 73 The Great Rootad Bed
Pent!npe and Ddysseus era renited, but their trials ars not yet finisled,

oo ey b dme
Wikat is the fate of the bard?

Dd peneChuns onke Oliatun
ke Ronold

Describie the conchusion ol the
battle,

':OM od j’Mi.
: ?*.t-} Q;Jwﬁi-’if

[

.
Manre

ITUTC Yo to the reoms (he old nurse clambered chucking all the way

0 tell the queen her hushiand was here now. homs at lest
Hur knees bustling feel shudfling over vach ather,
1ill hovering at her mestress’ head she spoke.
“Penclope—child—wake up and see for yourself
with yeur own eyes, all you dreamed of allyour days!
Hle's hiere=Diysseus~he's come hame al lang last!
{lg's kifled the switors. swaggering younyg brules

}’\.Jﬂul'f;'u..f_uulq, "u p LL:_d Yo ¥ ':.I!J'J
J r C ... k—f "J ”tl:r\v dun..': PLlluupl_ élf'ht [t 'I'N fl E
!. Lk LA Eurycleia’s news?

who plagued his house. walfed bis cattle down, fu S e y 1

ruda rovghshod gver hes sunt® Gk z ‘(_ L Ey At ﬁ" 5| 'r'l,Cl_}

"Dear okl nurse.” wary Penelope repled.

“the guds have made you mad They have thal power _,t. Vil q‘_(j_, ¥

putting lunacy into the clearest head around

orsetting o hull-wit on the path ta sense. A LU fi-3 ,l M

They've unhinged you. and you were onca so sa0e. r ’

Wity o you mack me? - baven't { wepl enough? - T 1

Lelling such wild stories. interrupting my sleea m 1} 51 L L

sweet sleap that held me. sealed my eyes jusi now | J k JI O r

Nat ante have | slepl so suundly since the day Al LM L A -
Difysseus seded away to see that cursed cily ok Iy T i A3 s U‘L-LJM 1 ge ]
Destray, § zall it—-1 kkate to say ils name! J: 'yl AN { A VBT ,_.#" I

L'f} ' 13\':.:1. teat thoaght
i

Huw duwn you go Buck ta yoer own quarters. '

If any other woman of sice had come 1o e
s e ‘m% an

rousing me oul of steep with such 3 lala,
25  [dhave berbundled back tn her reom in pain,

Mt omochun enaw - 4 wan
Qf\)dm T, dlemd She

\,
By, eldpu spa =

*Hever” - the ford eld nurse kept pressing on=
< “dear child. I'd never mack you! Ho. it's all true.
Ane vy Abdd cusy
CO_,U. O‘]é\& 3 un.lup:. lest

he's here—-Ddysseus -he's come hame. just as | kel you!
30 He's the siranger they all manhandied in the hall
Tetemachus inew he was here, for days and days
$ut he knew encugh to hide his fathes's plans
50 he coukd pay these vipers back in kind!”
Penelope’s kaart burst in joy she ieapt from bed.
35 FErtys Sheannng (ears. she hoyged the old nurse
and cried uut with an gager. winging word
“Please. dear one. give me the whole stary
i he's really homs again, just as you tell me,
Liow dul he goi these shameless sudors in his clutehes? -
single-handed braving an army always camped inside.”

N

4

Excerpt 2

Penclope start {rom her lofty room. her heart
in furmoik. lprn 14 she heep her distanre,

5 probeher hushand? rush up (o the man of ence

and kiss his head and ching Lo both his hands?
As soen as she stepped across the sione threshold
slipping m. she tooh 0 seat at the clesest wall
and radiant in The Tirelighl Tace now.

10 There he sat leasmng agams! the great centr
eyes lied on the ground wanting poised for wha

A long whie sha sat in sitence . numbing wander
filled ber heart 25 her eyes wyilorad his face.

15  [One moment ho seamed . Ddysseus. to the lile—
the neal. no. he was nol the man sha knew,
a buddled mass of rags was all she saw.
*(h mather * Telemaches reproached her.
“eruel mather oo with your hand heart!

20 Why doyou spurn my lather so—why don't you
sil beside him engage him. ask ham questions?
What other wife could have 8 spint sa unbending?
Holding back from her busband heme al lasi for her
afler bearing twenly years of brutal struggle—

25  yourheart was always harder than a rock!"

O wouted Q/JAM Q}LCUWWLC‘

Tdyrmadhunr VIV NN
30 ROALULp-on O, A0
e bang Ao Jnand- \wondad)

powerless. Cannol speak to him. ash him questons. ‘
o bmnieme tatiwens, © ()T A QWL
We. lanows aac othu —
e Rare cun ne0et-

wet twa will kntw each ether: even belter -
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Ylurksg drom there §beilt my bed. stort 4o sk,
| gave it ivory intays. gold and siee litings,
1400 wove the straps across it. oahide gleunng red

Thern's our secrel sign §tell you our Wle stary!

[aes the bed my lady, still stand planted lwm?—

1 doa't know e has sumaans chopped away

that abve-tewnk and kauted our bedstead offT°

Lwving pronl=

Penelopo felt her knees go stack, e heast surrender,
recogniting the strong clear signs Ouysses afferad
She disselved in tears. rushed bz Ddysseus. Hlung her aimis’
araund his neck and kissed his head and cred out,
“Ddyssevs—don't Hare vp at me now. aot you,

always Lhe most undzrstanding man alive!

The gods. it was the gods whu sent s sarrow—

they grudged us both a life in each other's arms

from the heady zest of youth to the stoap of old age.

Bul dan't f2ult me. angry with ma now because | faded

ot the fust glimpse, |6 greel you kald you sa ..

In my heart af hearts | always cringed with fear

some Iraud might come. bagudla me with his fath,

the world is full of the sost,

cunaing ores whao plol their own dark ends.

fRemermber Helun of Argos. Zous's daughter—

wuuld she bave sported <o in o stranger's bed

i she had dreamed thal Achaea's sons were duomed

ta fight and dio 10 bireg her home again?

Swneg god spurred her (o do her shameless wark.

Nat (it then did her mind conceive that madness.

bnding madress that caused har anguish, ours as well

145

150

155

L60

165

But now, sinco you have revaaled such overwhielming proul -

Lhe secret sign of our bed wlich no one’s ever seen

but you and | ad a single handmaid Actons.

the servant my fother gave me when | came.

whu hept the doors of our room you built so well

you've cenguered ey heard, my kard heart at lasit®

The trore she spoke. the mare a deep desire for tears

welled up instdg hig breast—he wept as he held tho wils

he loverd. the soul of loyally. in bis arms at lasL

Joy. warm as tho oy that shigweeched sators lusl.

when they colch sight of Tand-Paszidon has struck
“Tigged ship on [fia upen Sea wil ds

L8O an 1ing walls

170

175

waves. and only a few escape. swimmeng

st ut o thie frothusg serf fu reach the Sho
lﬁ'::_:r budies erusted wib salt ul Juaved i wth joy—

as Ihw fant thei teet on sald ground again,
_,_uml%dnadlyjalu S joy foyous mow o ber

the sight of her husband, vvid in her gaze.

that har whils arms, embraging his neck

would never for @ mument let him go ..

Dawn with her rusa-red lingers mght kave shane
upon thesr teaes, if wath her glirding eves

Athena had net thought of ane mare thieg.

185

19t
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e
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195

200

Cupy the u.pn.. smuh. that describies

Odysseus's reaction as he and his
wife reunite.

SEIICR LS
L’gj% jmegwm
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M -
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foutly

Shie huehd disck the night and night hogesed lung
at the western edga of the earth, whie in the gast
she remed in [awn of the golden throne at Dcean's basks.

comntanding her nol b yoke the windswaft team that brings men light

Blaze and Aurara. the yourig colis that raca the Homing en.
Yet now {dysseus. seasoned veleran said ka his wile,
“Bear woman . we have shll nol reached die end

of all our trials. Bne more labor bes in store—

boondless. laden with danger great and leng.

8nd | must breve it oul fram start to funsh.

So the ghost of Tiresias prophesied 1o me.

the day that | went down to the House of Death

ta learn our best roue home. my comrades’ and my owa.
Aut come le1's g to bed, dear woman—al lng last
detight in steep. delight in each viher. comal” |7 a,q

Led vpul M hause. ~
Excerpt 3 (5!\ ao -B1! 15

He lauached in with how b faught the Cicones dowa

then haw he came o the Lolus-eaters’ lush green land

Then all the crmes of the Cyclops and how he paid him back
for the geflan men the manster ate withuut a qualm—

then how he visiled Aeoles. who gave him a hero's welcome
then he sent hie olf, bul the homeward rus was not bis late.
nat yet—soma sudden squalls snatched b gway once marg
o druve hum pvee the swarming sea oroaning in desgair.
Then how he moored at Telepylus. whers Laestrypanians
wrecked hes fleed and killed his men-at-arms.

#la tld her of Curca's cunning magic wiles

and how he voyaged dewn in bis long benchied ship

1a tha moldering House ol Desth, to cansull Tiesias,

ghostly seec of Thebies. and he saw old comrades thece

and he saw his mather. who bore and reared him as a child.

Hz told how he caugii the Sirens’ vaices throbbing in the wisd
and haw he had scudded past the Clashing Rocks. past gom Chaybdis
past Scylla-wham no rover had ever coasted by, home lree -

amd hew bis shipessate slaughtered tie caltle of the Sw
and Zees the hing of thunder splt his racing ship

with a rezking bell and killed his hardy comrades,

all his lighting e al @ stroke. but he alore

escaped their death at sea. He tnbd how be reached
Bgypia’s shores and the nymph Calypsa held him back
deep in ker arching caverns, crawng him Ine @ hushand -

cherished him vowsd ta make himammartal ageless. afl his days.

yes but she naver won the heart insida him, never ..

thess how he reached the Phaeacians —keavy saifieg here—
whe with 8ll thew hearts kad prized him bke @ god

and sent hina off in a ship I his own beloved {and,

giwng lim bronze and heards af gofd and rabies .

and that was the last ha tad her just as slesp

overcame him . steep loosing lus hmbs.

shpping the tods of anguish from his mizd.
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What information does Odysseus

:)Hmrcu.ll about his journeys?
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