	Paired Passage Assessment #4
                    Due date____
“Breaking the Cycle of Absentee Fathers”


	Student __________________________________________
# ______
Block __________________

	Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. 

This requires reading of the article three times.

Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


-UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions

(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering [(+) agree, (-) disagree]
Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term.   Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.
Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     

· BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)

· YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)

· PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions

· GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)

· PURPLE - literary devices, tropes  ( PINK- methods of development/organization 

	Step 4: 

A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.

Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.
	SCORE: ______________/4 Points

1. Completion and Correctness
2. Vocabulary/Tone

3. Margin Notes

4. Timeliness


	Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article (use your reference book for help). 

Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!

9/10.RL.1-6  *Don’t forget to record your bibliographic entry on your PPA final assignment sheet.*
Sample: Chen, Davis. “Bear Facts.” Our Wildlife 9 July 1988: 120–25. 

(Author) (Title of article) (Publication name) (Date of issue) (Pages)



	Twelve Word Summary: Objectively summarize the entire article in a twelve word sentence. (think: who, what, when, where, how)

	TONE= AUTHOR’S ATTITUDE

List tone words and phrases.

	What is the underlying tone of the article? Use the tone reference sheet located in your handbook. What specific words or phrases develop that tone? 



	List related thematic ideas from the list in your reference handbook. 


	Based on your reading, create a thematic statement that is one or two sentences. Theme… 

· is not the topic or a summary (No “This article is about…”)

· does not mention the title, the author, the plot, or the characters involved. 

· doesn’t use “you” 

· avoids uncertainty (don’t use maybe, possibly, might…)

· doesn’t refer to the writer…EVER (no “I think”)


	Based on the thematic statement you created, list 2-3 pieces of evidence in the text that support this idea or theme. (use in-text citations)

Explanation: How does your evidence connect to your thematic statement? What connects the theme you created to the text that you provided as evidence?
9/10RL 1,2,4,10

	How have the conflicts that Sheldon Smith has experienced in his life impacted his character?  How is he using his own experiences to help others?  [REMINDER: USE TAG & ICE TO FORMULATE YOUR RESPONSE]

TAG/ICE TEMPLATES/Examples

Step 1: Restate the question insert your opinion/argument/answer.

Step 2: According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title)” introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph).

Step 3: Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.

RI 9-10.1,9-10..6

	· CLAIM– n.  An opinion from the text that has to be proven. 
Claim(s):  
· Evidence – n. something that proves a claim or statement. 

What evidence can you find throughout our texts that proves this? (Use parenthetical citations) 

· Explanation – n. The reasons you give for why something happened or why you did something:  

Ex. I think you owe me an explanation (= you should explain to me why?). 

Ex. There is no convincing explanation of the overall structure of the universe. 

Ex. There was no apparent explanation for the attack.  
What is your reasoning?



	“ Breaking the Cycle of Absentee Fathers”  
By Laura Klairmont, CNN

Updated 12:23 PM ET, Wed April 27, 2016

	Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	What is the author saying?
(Summary and Commentary)

LEFT
	                    What is the author doing?     

(Structure and Purpose)

RIGHT                                                                                                  

	After reading this article, what would you title it?


	1. For most of Sheldon Smith's childhood, his father was in and out of jail -- and in and out of his life.

In that, he's not alone.

2. In the United States, nearly half of all African-American children grow up without a steady father figure,according to U.S. census data.

3. But Smith is working to change that cycle in his troubled Chicago community. His nonprofit, the Dovetail Project, gives young fathers such as himself the skills to be positive role models and responsible parents.

4. "Their fathers weren't in their lives," said Smith, 27. "They all went through the same things I went through."

5. Growing up without his father, Smith fell into the wrong crowd, and at 17, he was charged with robbery and went to prison.

6. "It was horrible. It scared me straight. It woke me up and saved me," Smith recalled. "I haven't been in trouble since."

7. After serving time, he finished high school, went to community college and started a small construction business.

8. When his daughter was born in May 2009, Smith made a commitment to stay involved in her life, and he wanted to help others do the same.

9. Since 2010, more than 200 young fathers have completed his nonprofit's program.

10. CNN's Laura Klairmont spoke with Smith about his work to build stronger families. Below is an edited version of their conversation:

11. CNN: What inspired you to help young fathers like yourself?

Sheldon Smith: The summer of his 2008 presidential campaign, President Barack Obama came to Chicago and did a speech about fatherhood. He talked about how fathers need to step it up and be more involved in their children's life.

12. I appreciated what Obama said because oftentimes people don't actually speak about fatherhood. They talk about education, juvenile justice, employment. But the missing component to a lot of children's lives is fatherhood.

13. The statistics tell us when fathers are in the household, children are less likely to be involved in very dangerous things, have early teen pregnancy, things of that nature. Having the President come out and make that speech in Chicago pushed me forth in my mission.

14. CNN: How does your program work?

Smith: The thing that I love most about the Dovetail Project is that it's not a mandatory program. So these young men are really volunteering to get the help and support that they need. We give them the opportunity to talk about the things that are bothering them emotionally, to vent and let those things off their chest and give them advice so they can move forward to be great dads.

15. We teach fathers parenting skills. We teach life skills, such as financial literacy. We take the fathers to the bank and show them how to open up bank accounts.

16. When the fathers complete the program, we help them gain employment or get their GED. It's one thing to give these young men the tools for success. The next step is to give them the opportunity to take what they've learned and actually use it.

17. CNN: How did your personal experiences influence your approach to the work?

Smith: I was 7 years old when I can remember my father first being incarcerated and going away. I grew up broken. I was a bad kid in school. I didn't have that male role model there and was looking at a lot of other people who were doing negative things and thought that that was the way to go.

18. My goal when I started the Dovetail Project was to break the cycle. My father grew up without having his father around. The young men in the class -- they're seeking their identity because they don't know who they get that identity from.

19. Some of them are coming home from the criminal justice system and looking for a second opportunity. Some just are lost and just really need some guidance and someone to give them that extra push and a hug and some love and support. They are looking for those resources in order to be better men.

20. CNN: How did fatherhood change you?

Smith: When I had my daughter Jada at the age of 21, I wanted to fulfill something that was still breaking me at that point, which was not having my father around.

21. I didn't have any father figure that taught me what being a dad is. Fatherhood doesn't come with a map (or) a manual.

22. I always wanted to make sure that I was there for Jada and that I made sure that she was always in a safe environment and around great people. My daughter is the greatest joy in my life.
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