	Paired Passage Assessment #3             Due date____
“A Primer on Greek Mythology: The Trojan War”

	Student __________________________________________
# ______
Hour __________________

	Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. 

This requires reading of the article three times.

Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


-UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions

(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering [(+) agree, (-) disagree]
Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term.   Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.
Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     

· BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)

· YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)

· PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions

	· GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)

             PURPLE - literary devices, tropes  ( PINK- methods of development/organization
Step 4: 

A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.

Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.
	SCORE: 
	/100 Points

	
	Completion and Correctness 
	25-50 pts

	
	Vocabulary/Strong connotation
	20 pts

	
	Margin Notes/ Big Ideas 
	30 pts

	
	Timeliness
	-10 pts  per day


	Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this passage (use your reference book for help). 

Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!

9/10.RL.1-6  *Don’t forget to record your bibliographic entry on your PPA final assignment sheet.*
Sample: Chen, Davis. “Bear Facts.” Our Wildlife 9 July 1988: 120–25. 

(Author) (Title of article) (Publication name) (Date of issue) (Pages)



	Twelve Word Summary: Objectively summarize the entire article in twelve words. (think: who, what, when, where, how)

	What is the likely tone of this passage? List possibilities.

Tone= The author’s attitude (NOT the subject matter)

	What is the underlying tone of the article? Why? What specific words or phrases help  develop that tone? 



	

	Using textual clues such as headings and subheading, create an outline for this text. 
In outlines, you must have at least two items for each level.
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	EXAMINE THE PROMPT CAREFULLY. Think of the section below as prewriting for your final answer.
Assuming the Trojan War really happened, which events were most influential in the outcome of the war? Explain. Use textual evidence to support your opinion. (ICE/TAG)
Step 1: Restate the question  Insert your opinion/argument/answer. 

CLAIM– n.  An opinion from the text that has to be proven. 

Claim(s):  
Step 2: Sam ple: According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title),”  introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph). 

Include title, author, and genre ONCE. Then, use paragraph numbers as your parenthetical citations. Example:  (par. 3).
Evidence – n. something that proves a claim or statement. 

What evidence can you find throughout our texts that proves this? 
(Use parenthetical citations) 

Step 3: Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.

Explanation – n. The reasons you give for why something happened or why you did something:  What is your reasoning? How can you elaborate or connect your evidence to your claim?



	“A Primer on Greek Mythology: The Trojan War”  Guest post by Tony Valdes for The Art of Manliness on October 26, 2012 accessed 10/18/2017

http://www.artofmanliness.com/2012/10/26/a-mans-primer-on-greek-mythology-part-iii-the-trojan-war/


	Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

	What is the author saying?
LEFT
	                    What is the author doing?     

RIGHT                                                                                                  

	After reading this article, what would you title it?


	Was the Trojan War a Historical Event?
1. Scholars are uncertain about the historical details of the Trojan War. There is evidence that a city named Troy did exist and that it was ransacked and destroyed by the Greeks, but the proportions of the battle and some of the events described may have been elaborated by Greek authors.

2. It is also interesting to note that no single ancient text provides the complete story of the Trojan War; instead, it has been pieced together from several sources, most notably from Homer’s The Iliad and The Odyssey. Another significant chunk of the story comes from the Roman poet Virgil’s The Aeneid as well as plays by Sophocles and Euripides. Regardless of the tale’s level of accuracy or the number of contributing authors, the Trojan War is one of the most famous stories within Greek mythology, second only to Odysseus’ adventures returning home from it.

How the Olympians Accidentally Started the Trojan War

3. The story begins with a celebration on Olympus. Understandably, the goddess of discord, Eris, was not invited to the festivities. Bitter about her exclusion, Eris devised a party-crashing gift to spite the Olympians. She inscribed “for the fairest” on a golden apple and tossed it in the midst of the beautiful Olympian goddesses Aphrodite, Athena, and Hera. Of course each goddess felt that she was the fairest and rightfully deserved the apple. The dispute between the three goddesses became so violent that it was brought before Zeus for judgment. Zeus, knowing better than to get in the middle of an argument among women, particularly an argument about who was the most beautiful, told the goddesses that they should allow the dispute to be settled by a mortal man: Paris, the Prince of Troy.

The Judgment of Paris

4. Paris, who was shacked up with a nymph named Oenone, was surprised to have the goddesses appear and give him the honor of choosing the most beautiful. Each goddess promised Paris an extravagant bribe. Athena offered Paris victory over the Greeks, who were enemies of the Trojans. Hera offered Paris dominion over all of Europe and Asia. But it was Aphrodite, the goddess of love and beauty, who understood the lustful heart of Paris best: she offered him the most beautiful mortal woman in the world. Paris chose Aphrodite, thus angering both Athena and Hera.

5. Unfortunately, the most beautiful woman in the world, Helen, was soon to be married. For years the champions of Greece had begged for the Spartan princess’ hand in marriage. Seeing the potential for disaster, her father shrewdly asked these Grecian heroes to swear an oath to honor and protect whomever he chose to wed his daughter. Once they had done so, Helen’s father named Menelaus as Helen’s husband-to-be and the new king of Sparta.

6. Helen’s impending marriage was a minor obstacle for a goddess, so Aphrodite led Paris to Sparta, where he was welcomed as a guest at the wedding feast despite being a Trojan. The Greeks’ concept of hospitality, called xenia, extended well beyond common courtesy. When Menelaus was called away to business in Crete, Paris betrayed his generous host, took Helen, and fled back to Troy.

7. It is unclear whether Helen was kidnapped or willingly left with Paris. In Homer’s account in The Odyssey, Helen’s dialogue reveals that she genuinely loves Menelaus but also implies that she did at some point also fall for Paris. She goes on to express bewilderment at her own behavior and denounces her foolish, fleeting love for the Trojan.

8. Regardless of what lay in Helen’s heart, Paris’ actions were intolerably heinous to the Greeks. Aphrodite’s involvement had made Paris too bold: not only had he abducted the bride of the Spartan king, but he had also shown open contempt for the gracious, undeserved hospitality of his enemies. The only option left to the Greeks was war.

“The Face That Launched One Thousand Ships”

9. Menelaus, upon discovering that his wife was gone, was infuriated and called on the Greek champions to fulfill their oath. Menelaus’ brother, Agamemnon, assembled the Greek army. The two most notable warriors to be called were Odysseus and Achilles.

10. One thousand Greek warships set sail for Troy, thus earning Helen the distinction of being “the face that launched one thousand ships.” King Priam of Troy prepared for battle and appointed his sons, Paris and Hector, to serve as his generals. Despite the hefty heroic roster of the Greeks – Menelaus, Agamemnon, Odysseus, Achilles, Diomedes, and Ajax were all warriors of the highest caliber – they could not gain an advantage over the thick walls of Troy, the leadership of Hector, and a pestilence sent from Apollo.

The Gods Choose Sides

11. The war lingered for nine years in a stalemate. Eventually, Olympus took notice and intervened. Athena and Hera, still harboring a grudge against Paris, came to the Greeks’ aid along with Poseidon. Aphrodite sided with the Trojans, and Artemis and Apollo did as well. Zeus vowed to remain neutral, but in his heart he favored the Trojans. Now gods fought alongside men and the battle became bloodier than ever.

Paris Versus Menelaus and the Intervention of the Gods 

12. It was at this time that the Trojans and the Greeks came to an agreement. In order to stem the loss of life, Menelaus and Paris would battle one-on-one for Helen. Menelaus, a vicious warrior, was more than a match for Paris, who was weak by comparison. In the midst of the fight, Menelaus’ sword broke in half, perhaps due to the interference of a god. This was a minor setback for Menelaus, however. The Spartan king engaged Paris in combat, seizing the weak Trojan by the helmet and dragging him around. Had Aphrodite not intervened and cut the strap holding Paris’ helmet, the young Trojan surely would have died at Menelaus’ hands. Free of the Spartan’s death-grip, Paris fled to the safety of Troy under a cloud provided by Aphrodite. The honor of the Greeks was once again offended by the cowardice of Paris and blood-lust spread among the soldiers. With a little additional goading from Athena and Hera, the war was back on.

The Death of Patroclus

13. Hector was still a troublesome obstacle. It seemed that the home-field advantage was too much for the Greeks to overcome. Furthermore, the Greeks were weary from years of fighting to reclaim one man’s wife. Even the ambitious Agamemnon, who looked forward to adding Troy to his kingdom, considered retreat.

14. It was at this bleak moment that Patroclus, the cousin of Achilles, donned Achilles’ armor and went on to the battlefield. Patroclus met Hector in combat and Hector swiftly killed him, thinking that the young man was Achilles. Despite being robbed of such a glorious victory, Hector still relished the death of a formidable opponent and took Achilles’ armor off Patroclus’ body to wear as a trophy.

The Wrath of Achilles

15. Meanwhile, Thetis, Achilles mother, reluctantly brought her son replacement armor forged by Hephaestus. With his new armor, Achilles was eager to rejoin the fight and avenge his cousin, Patroclus.  , In an uncharacteristic act of cowardice, Hector fled from Achilles, who chased the Trojan around the city walls three times before Hector stopped to face him. Knowing that his death was at hand, Hector requested a covenant that the victor would honor the dead body of the defeated, even going so far as to offer Achilles a reward for doing so. Achilles then viciously attacked Hector. He drove a spear through Hector’s throat, tied the Trojan hero’s ankles together, and dragged the corpse behind his chariot as he rode around the walls of Troy.
16. Later that night, King Priam boldly entered the Greek camp with the support of the gods, approached Achilles, and requested the return of his son’s mutilated body for burial. Achilles showed sympathy to the aging king and surrendered Hector’s body; the Trojans honored Hector with a funeral pyre behind the city walls the same night. This is where Homer chose to end The Iliad. 

The Death of Achilles

17. Soon after defeating Hector, Achilles met his own doom. Having battled the Trojans all the way back against their city walls, Achilles felt that victory was near, but also knew his own death would be at hand. It was at this critical moment that Paris shot an arrow, guided by Apollo, directly into Achilles’ heel, killing the otherwise unstoppable Greek warrior. Ajax took the body of Achilles back to the Greek camp while Odysseus and his men held the Trojans at bay.

The Death of Paris

18. Odysseus, eager to return to his wife and son, took matters into his own hands. Capturing a Trojan prophet, he held the man at knife’s point and demanded to know how to defeat the Trojans. The prophet revealed that the Greeks would need Hercules’ bow to secure victory. Odysseus traveled to find Philoctetes, the keeper of Hercules’ bow. When they returned to the battlefield, Philoctetes used the bow to shoot Paris through the chest. Frightened and dying, Paris cried out to Oenone, the nymph with whom he had been romantically involved prior to receiving his prize from Aphrodite. Oenone refused to heal Paris’ wound and he died. In her grief, Oenone then killed herself.

The Trojan Horse

19. It was now the tenth year of the war. With both Hector and Paris dead, the Greeks had the edge they needed to defeat the Trojans. Once again Odysseus took matters into his own hands. He had his men build a wooden horse with enough hollow space inside to hold Odysseus and several dozen soldiers. Odysseus then told Agamemnon to take the remaining Greek soldiers and sail to a cove out of sight of the Trojan watchtowers. 

20. The following day when the Trojans came on to the battlefield all they found was the large wooden horse and a solitary Greek soldier, who reported that the Greek army had given up and left in the night. In return for sparing his life, he told the Trojans about the mysterious wooden horse. He claimed that the Greeks had built the horse as an offering to Athena in hopes that the suspicious Trojans would destroy it and invoke the wrath of the goddess. The Trojans bought the story and took the horse into the city as part of their victory celebration; inside, wily Odysseus and dozens of his best men crouched, silently waiting for nightfall.

21. During the course of the celebration, Helen walked past the wooden horse, running her hand along it. The men inside, most of whom had not seen a woman in ten years, were eager to call out to her. Only Odysseus had the self-control to resist, clamping his strong hands over the mouth of his weakest soldier to prevent the man’s lust from revealing their hiding place.

22. When the Trojans retired for the night, Odysseus and his men sprang into action. They leapt out of their hiding spot inside the horse, killed the watchtower guards, and opened the city gates for the rest of the Greek army (which had left their hiding spot under cover of darkness). The Greeks began to burn down the city. By the time the Trojans woke and saw what was happening, all was lost. The Trojans fought savagely that night; their only concern was killing as many Greeks as possible. A few clever Trojans donned the armor of fallen Greek soldiers to disguise themselves, but it was too little too late. The Greeks had won. The Trojan War was over.

23. Interestingly, despite the supposed support of Zeus, Artemis, and Apollo, the Olympians did not come to the aid of the Trojans that day. Aphrodite was the only one to act: she helped one of her mortal sons, Aeneas, escape the city and returned Helen to the waiting arms of Menelaus.

Wrap Up

The Trojan War is a centerpiece of Greek mythology. It is a story of lust, betrayal, courage, ingenuity, and perseverance that few stories can rival. In the final post of this series, we’ll look at Odysseus’ struggle to return home from the Trojan War and consider some ways we can practically apply our basic knowledge of Greek mythology.
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