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November 11, 2012


The Power That Wouldn’t Fail


By � HYPERLINK "http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/people/s/nate_schweber/index.html" \o "More Articles by NATE SCHWEBER" �NATE SCHWEBER� New York Times


Breland Archbold woke up hungry at his grandmother’s house on the Saturday morning of his last high school football game. Typically, Archbold, the quarterback and captain of the Beach Channel Dolphins, spends the night before game day at a teammate’s house in Far Rockaway, eats chicken fingers and macaroni, and then in the morning tackles mounds of eggs and turkey bacon. 


This time, Archbold, his 6-foot, 200-pound frame straining at the contours of a strange bed, awoke wondering whether he would eat at all before the game. It had been like that for two weeks, ever since � HYPERLINK "http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/h/hurricanes_and_tropical_storms/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier" \o "More articles about Hurricane Sandy." �Hurricane Sandy� had flooded and disfigured his Rockaways neighborhood. 


Still, there was a football game to play, and no ordinary one. Beach Channel was set to play at Port Richmond on Staten Island this past Saturday in the first round of the Public Schools Athletic League playoffs. Archbold, 17, who still dreamed of a scholarship offer, maybe from the University at Buffalo, was nervous, and grateful, too. 


“This was the last time to make everything count, and in the middle of a crazy time,” he said. 


Archbold’s father, Dexter, drove him to the team bus pickup spot, and the route, as it had been for days, remained otherworldly. Instead of stoplights, there were police officers dressed in fluorescent green directing traffic, and on the sides of sandblasted streets stood shells of homes and businesses, little more than piles of rubble. 


Archbold’s own uniform bore the taint of the storm. His shoulder pads reeked of bleach, used to kill mildew; his rib guard was gone altogether, washed away after Beach Channel’s locker room flooded. Port Richmond, in one of a number of acts of kindness, had lent Beach Channel what gear it could. Beach Channel, in the nearly two weeks since the storm, had practiced only twice, on a dark and borrowed field at Far Rockaway High School. 


But the Dolphins had spirit, and soon their bus rolled into the Port Richmond neighborhood in northern Staten Island, a borough where low-lying neighborhoods had been hammered as bad as the Rockaways, if not worse. 


Port Richmond High School, though, was on higher ground, tucked in a middle-class neighborhood of single-family homes. 


Some of the Dolphins who poured off the bus or gathered on the field on Staten Island had made it there from farther away than Archbold, having been dispersed to the homes of relatives. Others were left to live in buildings without heat. Jose Guadalupe, 15, left his uncle’s warm house in Spring City, Pa., to sleep Friday night in the living room of his grandparents’ powerless Far Rockaway apartment, the gas stove left on all night for warmth. 


“I wanted to be with my team again,” he said. 


Roger Arrington Jr., 17, an offensive lineman, traveled three hours from Kingston, N.Y., and arrived 10 minutes before the game, prompting his teammates to cheer. 


“I’m back,” he shouted. 


Folorunso Fatukasi, 17, a 6-4, 280-pound lineman whose house was destroyed, and who has shuttled between relatives’ homes and cheap hotel rooms since the storm, took to firing up his team, despite having scrounged up only three granola bars for breakfast. 


“No one out here believes in us but us!” bellowed Fatukasi, who will attend Connecticut on a full scholarship. 


The game got under way when Beach Channel’s kicker booted the ball into a line of crimson Port Richmond uniforms. An army of Beach Channel defenders, dressed in sky-blue helmets, charged downfield. A 100-year flood of seawater could not keep them down. After all, they were Dolphins. 


By the end of that opening drive, though, Port Richmond’s Red Raiders had a 7-0 lead, and a few Dolphins were already winded. 


The Dolphins had made the P.S.A.L. playoffs each of the previous two years, and even reached a championship game in 2010. This year, they entered the playoffs seeded 12th and were pitted against the No. 5 team. In the playoffs four years ago, the Red Raiders stomped the Dolphins, 54-6. 


This season, Coach Victor Nazario Jr. led the Dolphins to a 5-3 record, the latest victory coming the weekend before the hurricane, against John Adams. On Saturday, Port Richmond was leading by 20-0 in the second quarter when Archbold rushed 81 yards for a touchdown. 


Michele Stanley, mother of Dolphins receiver Michael Stanley, who since the storm has stayed in her mother’s two-bedroom Brooklyn apartment packed with 10 family members, threw her arms up and screamed. She said that every day since the storm she broke down for a few minutes because of the “stress and anxiety.” 


“I didn’t break down today,” she said. 


Archbold grew up the oldest of three children in the Dayton Towers, apartment buildings close enough to the Atlantic Ocean that he could chuck a football into the waves. His brother, Devin, 16, also plays football, and his sister, ZaKiyah, 15, plays lacrosse, volleyball and basketball and wears No. 7 to be like her oldest brother. Their mother, Verdina, 39, is a postal carrier. The father, Dexter, 41, is a contractor who runs a youth football team, the Rockaway Ravens. Breland led the Ravens to three league championships and traveled to Florida and Arizona for tournament games. 


Dexter Archbold had thought about riding out the hurricane inside the family’s upper-floor apartment, but early on the Monday that the hurricane struck he could already see the water rising hard and fast. He transported his children through the back streets to the three-story home of his mother, Elicia Goddard, in East New York. The family has stayed there ever since. Goddard, 74, knows her oldest grandson’s passion for football and has two pictures hanging on her dining room wall. One is a painting of the Last Supper, the other a photo of the 2012 Beach Channel Dolphins team. 


“Any time of day I can look and see Breland,” she said. “He lives for football.” 


Breland Archbold moped for a week after the hurricane. He thought his senior football season would be left incomplete. He was in his father’s car in a line for gasoline on Long Island when his coach called him. The playoff game was on, but could the Dolphins play? 


Nazario salvaged what equipment he could from the flooded school, and Port Richmond Coach Lou Vesce would lend the rest. But it was Archbold’s job as team captain to find out if the Dolphins could field a squad. He called teammates he had not seen since before the storm. 


“Are you serious? I’m in,” Fatukasi said. 


The Red Raiders scored again after halftime. Then again. A scuffle broke out after Archbold, also playing safety, tackled the opposing quarterback, Victor Pratt, as he ran out of bounds. The Red Raiders’ captain, Compton Richmond, bumped Archbold with his chest, and Fatukasi rushed over to protect his friend. Referees threw flags. The score was 30-6 and the frustration was palpable among the dozen or so Beach Channel fans. 


Dexter Archbold had used his youth league football connections to secure the Dolphins practice time at the powerless Far Rockaway football field Thursday and Friday. About 15 players showed up Thursday, but the scrimmage was little more than a head count. On Friday, four more players showed, and the team did its best in the twilight. A few parents tried to battle back the darkness by shining their headlights on the field, burning precious gas, but it was little use. Some would miss the game the next day because they did not have the gas to get to Staten Island. 


If this were Hollywood, the Dolphins would have rallied. But this was Staten Island. They lost, 38-6. After the game, the team huddled on the field. Some boys wept. Fatukasi called his teammates family and told them that despite “all that adversity, we’re leaving this field with respect.” 


Then it was the coach’s turn. 


“We had our therapeutic moment, and now we go back to dealing with life,” Nazario said, his voice trembling. 


A stack of pizzas, courtesy of the Red Raiders, awaited the Dolphins in the Port Richmond cafeteria. They did not leave a crumb. On the long bus ride back to Far Rockaway, Archbold stared out the window, eyes wet, listening to music on his headphones from the movie “Friday Night Lights.” 


Back at Far Rockaway High, the Dolphins hugged, then scattered. Fatukasi climbed into his parents’ minivan, stuffed with what could be salvaged from their home. Archbold rode with his father, siblings and a teammate to the offices for the Rockaway Ravens, where the equipment room is now stuffed with donated supplies. The elder Archbold opened the doors, and a few people went inside and carted away bags of clothes, jars of peanut butter, and pallets of bottled water. 


Later, he dropped one of the Dolphins players, Clyde Timmer, 17, at a blacked-out apartment tower. 


“I’m staying with my mom and 13 other people at my grandma’s house,” Timmer said, walking into the darkness. 


Breland Archbold sat on the couch back at his grandmother’s house and talked about the day’s loss, still wearing his Dolphins jersey. His father questioned him about the tackle that caused that second-half scuffle. Sheepishly, Archbold acknowledged that maybe he had hit the other quarterback late. 


“I guess he might have been out of bounds,” he said. “It’s just — I wanted this game so bad.” 


Correction: November 18, 2012:An � HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/11/sports/ncaafootball/in-virginias-hills-a-football-crusade.html" �article� last Sunday about Liberty University’s plan to develop a top-level football program misstated the name of one of the universities at which Liberty Coach Turner Gill previously worked. It is the University at Buffalo, which is part of the State University of New York system; it is not the University of Buffalo..
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Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 





Define “disfigured” as it is used in the context of the article.











List the people in the story who are working to overcome adversity. How many did you find? 














Did the Dolphins win the game? What was the score?
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2.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.


Summarize the ENTIRE article in six sentences or less. 








Who is this story do you sympathize most with? Why?








Who is the reason behind this “success” story?  Explain
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What is/are the most important lines in this article?   Explain your reasoning.  Be sure to cite the chosen text correctly. (((TAG and ICE)))


OR Create the bibliographic entry for this article.
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Based on what you’ve read, how do people find the strength to overcome adversity? Cite evidence from the text.  (((TAG and ICE)))
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