




 





Article of the Week #2				Due date________


 The Truth About Being a Hero














Student __________________________________________	# ______	Block __________________


Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 


Step 1: Number the paragraphs. Skim the article using these colors and symbols as you read:


	BOX -UNKNOWN WORDS/DEFINITIONS | PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


(*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering, [(+) agree, (-) disagree]


Step 2: Define the vocabulary that has been boxed for you. Choose an appropriate synonym that has the same part of speech as the term. Write the synonym above each boxed term to help you better understand the excerpt.


Step 3: Read the article carefully, highlight text, and make associated notes in the margin. Notes should include:     


BLUE -strong connotation/denotation (diction/word choice)


YELLOW-big ideas (write a summary statement of important ideas for each major section)


PENCIL- questions/insights/impressions


GREEN- elements of argumentation (claims/assertions, evidence/grounds)


PURPLE - literary devices, tropes


PINK- methods of development/organization 


Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.


Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.








SCORE: ______________/3 Points


Completion


Correctness


Timeliness


Compilation





Total score: 	________/4





Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read: 





After reading this article, what would you title it?


________________________________________________________________


Karl Marlantes, The Wall Street Journal, Aug. 2011


In 1968, at age 23, Karl Marlantes shipped off to Vietnam as a second lieutenant in charge of 40 Marines—an experience he later drew on for his novel "Matterhorn." In this excerpt from his forthcoming memoir, "What It Is Like to Go to War," he reflects on the motives and transcendent moments of heroism.


 


(1) We all want to be special, to stand out; there's nothing wrong with this. The irony is that every human being is special to start with, because we're unique to start with. But we then go through some sort of boot camp from the age of zero to about 18 where we learn everything we can about how not to be unique.





(2) This spawns an unconscious desire to prove yourself special, but now it's special in the eyes of your peers and it comes out in the form of being better than or having power over someone else. In the military I could exercise the power of being automatically respected because of the medals on my chest, not because I had done anything right at the moment to earn that respect. This is pretty nice. It's also a psychological trap that can stop one's growth and allow one to get away with just plain bad behavior.





(3) Looking even deeper, I realize now that I also had very mixed feelings about some of the medals on my chest. I knew many Marines had done brave deeds that no one saw and for which they got no medals at all. I was having a very hard time carrying those medals and didn't have the insight or maturity to know what to do with my combination of guilt and pride.








(4) The best words I've ever heard on the subject of medals come from a fellow lieutenant who'd been my company executive officer [whose] company came under mortar attack. [Tom] had found a relatively safe defensive position for himself, but he stood up, exposed to the exploding shells, in order to get a compass bearing on where the shells were being fired from. He then called in and adjusted counterbattery fire, which got the company out of trouble. He was awarded the Bronze Star. When I heard the news and congratulated him, he said, "A lot of people have done a lot more and gotten a lot less, and a lot of people have done a lot less and gotten a lot more."





(5) Medals are all mixed up with hierarchy, politics and even job descriptions. What is considered normal activity for an infantry grunt, and therefore not worthy of a medal, is likely to be viewed as extraordinary for someone who does the same thing but isn't a grunt, so he gets a medal and maybe an article in Stars and Stripes.





(6) I got my medals, in part, because I did brave acts, but also, in part, because the kids liked me and they spent time writing better eyewitness accounts than they would have written if they hadn't liked me….  The only people who will ever know the value of the ribbons on their chests are the people wearing them—and even they can fool themselves, in both directions. I was eager for medals early on, but after a while I was no longer so anxious to get one of any kind….





(7) I did a lot of things that day [that I earned my second medal]..., but the one I'm most proud of is that I simply stood up, in the middle of all that flying metal, and started up the hill all by myself. I'm proud of that act because I did it for the right reasons. I once watched a televised exchange about what dramatists call "the hero's journey," between Bill Moyers and Joseph Campbell. The camera had cut to a boot camp scene with Mr. Campbell saying, "There are some heroic journeys into which you are thrown and pitched." The camera then cut to scenes from Vietnam, helicopters, a young black man limping forward in agony. Then, it cut to war protesters, and Mr. Moyers then asked Mr. Campbell, "Doesn't heroism have a moral objective?"





(8) Campbell replied, "The moral objective is that of saving a people, or person, or idea. He is sacrificing himself for something. That is the morality of it. Now, you, from another position, might say that 'something' wasn't worth it, or was downright wrong.That's a judgment from another side. But it doesn't destroy the heroism of what was done. Absolutely not."





(9) I was no more heroic this time than the time I won my first medal—when I went after an injured Marine named Utter, jokingly asking another fellow Marine, "Is it worth a medal if I go get him?" Both times I faced a lot of fire. In fact, both times my actions were an effort to save a person, Utter, or a people, my little tribe exposed and dying on that scourged hillside. But my motives had changed. And because my motives had changed, I feel a lot better about what I did….


 


























Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read:





1.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.





Twelve Word Summary: Summarize the entire article in twelve words. (think: who, what, when, where, how)














Why might it be important to know that Marlantes was only 23 and in charge of 40 Marines when he went to Vietnam?














What argument is Marlantes making about medals and respect in paragraph 2?














What is Marlantes arguing about his own medals in paragraph 6?  What is he arguing about the value of medals in general?

















What do you think is the theme of this article? Create a thematic statement from your list of abstract thematic ideas (in your reference handbook).
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Article of the Week #2


 The Truth About Being a Hero








2.   Based on the thematic statement you created, explain how the author supports this idea or theme throughout the article. Be sure to state the theme. Cite directly from the text. 






































RI.9-10.2, W.9-10.9b, W.9-1010
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3. Create a bibliographic entry/MLA citation of this article (use your reference book for help). Don’t forget your HANGING INDENT!


Sample:


Chen, Davis. “Bear Facts.” Our Wildlife 9 July 1988: 120–25. 


(Author) (Title of article) (Publication name) (Date of issue) (Pages)
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4.   What are Marlantes’s views on heroism?  What do his experiences prove about honor?  Is Marlantes a hero in his own opinion? (ICE/TAG).


TAG/ICE TEMPLATES


Restate the question  insert your opinion/argument/answer. According to (the author) in his/her (genre), “(title),”  introduce quote “copy quote” (cite page/paragraph). Explain the connection from your opinion/argument/answer.


 (I)The general argument made by author (A) in her/his (G)work, (T)________, is that _______. More specifically, (A) argues that ____. She/he writes, “ _____________” (_#). (C)In this passage, (A) is suggesting that _______. (E)In conclusion, (A)’s belief is that _______________.


In my view, (A) is wrong/right because_____. More specifically, I believe that _____. For example, _____. Although (A) might object that “____” (__#), (C) I maintain that _____. Therefore, I conclude that ___. (E)


Sample response using ICE and TAG


Restate the question/Incorporate a quote/Cite the text/Explain your answer


 (R)Depression and addictions are hard to overcome because of the level of dependency an addiction takes on. No matter how much help a person seeks, sometimes it’s not enough. According to (A)Jessica Firger in her (G)article (T)“Robin Williams’ Death Highlights Challenge of Treating Severe Depression,” Williams (I)“sought out professional help and support and was admitted to rehabilitation centers several times to get clean” for his addictions (C)(par. 4). Despite all the help he received over the years, he still succumbed to depression and committed suicide. (E)
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