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To Kill A Mockingbird

Reading Guide Part I (Chapters 1-11)
Name

What is this? How should I use it?

· The purpose of this guide is to help you make sense of the plot action and character development in the novel.

· Use it during nightly independent reading assignments to support your comprehension of the book.

· Feel free to use post-it notes to mark important passages in the text OR passages you just don’t get. We can go over them in class if you bring them to our attention! 
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· Bring it EVERY DAY to LC and RR. We may

 complete some of if IN CLASS. 
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*Note: If you are using the book on CD, it is most effective to READ ALONG with the CD by having the book in front of you while you listen!!!!
To Kill A Mockingbird Chapter 1: Divide and Conquer 

Directions:  Read your assigned section independently or as a group. Work together to fill out eth guided note sheet when you are done reading. Be ready to share your information with other groups. 
	Pages 3-6 
 at “Maycomb was an old town.”

1. This whole book describes the events all leading up to when Jem _________________________________.

2.  The author uses the literary element of _________________________ to go back into the narrator’s past and tell the story as a memory.

3. Jem thinks it all began when _________________________________________ and had the idea to

___________________________________________________________________________________.

4. Draw a family tree for Atticus Finch – include his brother, sister, and any ancestors that you can. 
5. Why do you suppose the author gives the reader so much information about the family history of the Finch family? What does the reader learn about this family?

6. List two adjectives to describe Atticus. Give evidence from the novel that this adjective suits him.

Adjective

Evidence



	Pages 6-8 Start at “Maycomb was an old town.” 
 at “Dill was from Meridian, Missisppi.”
1. Describe Maycomb. Would you want to live there? Why or why not?

2. Find an example of alliteration to describe Maycomb: ________________________________________
Find an example of a simile to describe Maycomb: ___________________________________________

What do both of these examples of figurative language say about Maycomb? 

3. Who lives with the Finches?   Describe her.

4. Draw the block the narrator lives on. Include any neighbors you’ve been introduced to so far. Include descriptions when possible. 

5.  Who is Charles Baker Harris? Where do Jem and Scout find him?  Describe him.



	Pages 8-11 Start at “Dill was from Meridian, Missippi”
 at “The misery of that house began many years before Jem and I were born.”
1. Based on the description on page 9, how do you think the narrator feels about Charles Baker Harris (Dill)? Is the description a positive or negative one?
2. What question seems to embarrass Dill?  

3. Interpret the line, “Dill blushed and Jem told me to hush, a sure sign that Dill had been studied and found acceptable.”
4. When Scout, Dill, and Jem are bored with playing the same games over and over, what idea does Dill have?
5. Describe the Radley House. Use words and pictures to be as descriptive as possible. 

Pages 11-13 Start ““The misery of that house began many years before Jem and I were born.” 
 at “So Jem received most of his information from Miss Stephanie Crawford.”
1. Describe the inhabitants of the Radley house. Who lives there? 
2. How is this house different from the other houses in Maycomb?

3. What did Arthur Radley (the younger Radley boy) do when he was a teenager?

4. What was the result of this incident?

5. Evaluate the decision Mr. Radley made about how to punish his son. What might be the ramifications (consequences) of this decision? Why did he choose this punishment? Do you think he did the right thing?

Pages 13 - 16 Start “So Jem received most of his information from Miss Stephanie Crawford” 
 at “Jem gave a reasonable description of Boo.”
1.  What story does Stephanie Crawford share about Boo Radley?

2. Describe Mr. Radley. How do the children feel about him?

3. How does Dill feel about the Radley House? What does this reveal about his personality?



	Pages 16 - 19 Start ““Jem gave a reasonable description of Boo.” 
 at  the end of the chapter.
1.  Draw a picture to illustrate Jem’s description of Boo. Be specific:

2. What does Dill dare Jem to do? Describe the dare. (you can draw a cartoon of Jem and Dill discussing the dare if you would like.)

3. What excuses does Jem make to try to evade (avoid) the dare? 

4. What does Jem do?

5. What does Scout notice about the Radley house?




Extensions

1. Find three vocabulary words that are unfamiliar. Use context clues to determine the meaning of each word.
	Word
	Educated Guess
	Page #

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


2. What point of view is this story written in?

first person


second person

     third person
third person omniscient
3. What do you know about the narrator so far?
Chapters 2 + 3: Look over the topics BEFORE reading!
While reading Chapters 2 + 3, you may want to jot down notes on the following:

	         Focus on: Miss Caroline

	Chapter 2

Who is she?

How does she react to Scout’s abilities?

How do you know she is new to Maycomb?


	Chapter 3: Bullet point details about Miss Caroline’s experiences. 


	Focus On: Scout’s First Day of First Grade

	What are Scout’s first impressions of school?

What do we learn about Scout’s personality from her actions in school?




	Focus on: Walter Cunningham/The Cunningham Family

	Chapter 2


	Chapter 3




	Focus On: Burris Ewell/ The Ewell Family

	


	Focus On: Atticus

	What kind of father is Atticus?

How does he treat Scout and Jem?

What adjectives would you use to describe Atticus?




	Other Notes about Plot, Setting, and Characters:

	


To Kill A Mockingbird: Chapter 3-5 Preview
Directions:   Skim through chapters 3-5 to find the character most likely to . . . . . 

	Character Word Box

Scout                   Jem                         Dill                         Atticus                         Calpurnia

Calpurnia            Walter Cunningham                               Boo Radley                 Miss Caroline

Burris Ewell          Cecil Jacobs                                        Mrs. Dubose               Miss Maudie 




	This character  
	Is the most likely to . . . 



	 Scout 


	chase Walter Cunningham around the schoolyard.

	
	Discipline (yell at) Scout for embarrassing Walter Cunningham when he pours maple syrup all over his meat and vegetables.



	
	Be afraid of lice (cooties) 



	
	Have lice (cooties)  in his/her hair



	
	Say, “Scout, ready to read?”



	
	Say, “Scout, you never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view – until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”



	
	Be described as “the disgrace of Maycomb . . they were people, but they lived like animals.”



	
	Eat gum he/she found in a tree hole.



	
	Ride the train from Meridian to Maycomb by him/herself at the beginning of the summer.



	
	Say,, “Lemonade time! You all get in outta that hot sun ‘fore you fry alive!”



	
	Be described as the “meanest old lady who ever lived.”



	
	Roll in tire down a hill and land on the Radley property.



	
	Play a game which acts out Boo Radley stabbing his parents with scissors (can be more than one character).



	
	Be described as a religious gardener who bakes cakes for the children.



	
	Say, “We are going to give a note to Boo Radley.”




	Character Word Box

Scout                   Jem                         Dill                         Atticus                         Calpurnia

Calpurnia            Walter Cunningham                               Boo Radley                 Miss Caroline

Burris Ewell          Cecil Jacobs                                        Mrs. Dubose               Miss Maudie 




To Kill A Mockingbird: Chapters 4-5

Plot Development

Task:  Find the event that is described in the text.  In the frame, draw a comic strip styled cartoon to illustrate the event. Please include dialogue and/or thought bubbles. Include as many details from the text as possible. 

Focus On:  What does the tinfoil covered box look like?  What’s inside the box?

	Jem pocketed a tiny shiny package


Focus On:  What was Scout rolling in?  Where did she crash in front of?

	“Scout get away from there, come on!”


Focus On: What does Jem want to give Boo Radley?  How is he going to do this?

	


Focus On: Why does Atticus stop Jem and Scout from going to the Radley house?  What is his reasoning?

	Atticus reprimands (disciplines) Jem and Scout


Chapters 6 + 7
	At the end of Chapter 5 what does Atticus tell Jem, Scout and Dill when he catches them playing Boo Radley?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think they will listen?             YES                   NO                   MAYBE

What do you think will happen next?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________




· Take notes in the chart below. 
	Chapter 6                          
Dill, Jem & Scout go for a walk:
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“What are you gonna do?”asked Scout.


	

	Chapter 6                          

That night at the Radley house:
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“He crawled to the window, raised his head and looked in.”


	

	Chapter 6                          

The escape:
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“We ran back and saw him struggling in the fence…”


	

	Chapter 6                          
Shots ring out:
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“Where were you all, didn’t you hear the commotion?”


	

	Chapter 6
[image: image25.wmf]Explanation for Jem’s missing pants:

“We were playin’ strip poker...”


	

	Wrap it Up – What happened that night after Jem and Scout went back home?



	Chapter 7                         

Jem’s pants:

[image: image26.wmf]“There’s something I didn’t tell you.”


	

	Chapter 7                         

The knot-hole:

[image: image27.wmf]“We were walking past our tree.”
	

	Chapter 7                         

The knot-hole:
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[image: image29.wmf]“Something white was inside this time.”


	

	Chapter 7                         
The knot-hole:

[image: image30.wmf]A tarnished medal
	

	Chapter 7                         

The knot-hole:

“Someone had filled our knot-hole with……”


	


Chapter 8: Quick Comprehension Check
Directions:  Write the significance of each picture.

	Image
	Significance

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Directions :  Fill in the organizer to describe a big event that affects the Maycomb community in Chapter 8.

[image: image31.wmf][image: image32.wmf][image: image33.wmf]Maycomb Tribune:  Graphic Organizer


To Kill A Mockingbird
Chapter 9:  While You’re Reading Guide
	While you’re reading this chapter, think about the relationship between 
Atticus and his children. What kind of father is he? 




Reader’s Theater: Read it with someone!

  -  In the schoolyard  -

Cecil Jacobs: Scout Finch’s daddy defends niggers!

Scout:  He does not!

- Later that day – Scout and Jem are walking home from school.-

Scout: What’d he sayin’ that?

Jem: Nothing, ask Atticus, he’ll tell you. 

· Later that night – 

Scout: Do you defend niggers, Atticus?

Atticus: Of course I do. Don’t say nigger, Scout – that’s common.

Scout: ‘s what everybody at school says.

Atticus: From now on, it’ll be everybody less one.

Scout: Well . . . if you don’t want me to grow up talkin’ that way, why do you send me to school?   Do all lawyers defend n- Negroes, Atticus?

Atticus: Of course they do, Scout.

Scout: Then why did Cecil say you defended niggers?  He made it sound like you were runnin’ a sill. 

Atticus: (sighing)  I’m simply defending a Negro – his name’s Tom Robinson.  He lives in that little settlement beyond the town dump.  He’s a member of Calpurnia’s church, and Cal knows his family well. She says they’re clean-living folks.  Scout, you aren’t old enough to understand some things yet, but there’s been some high talk around town to the effect that I shouldn’t do much about defending this man. It’s a peculiar case – it won’t come to trial until summer session. 

Scout: If you shouldn’t be defendin’ him, they why are you doin’ it?

Atticus: For a number of reasons.  The main one is, if I didn’t I couldn’t hold up my head in town, I couldn’t represent this county in the legislature, I couldn’t even tell you or Jem not to do something again. 

Scout: You mean if you didn’t defend that man, Jem and me wouldn’t have to mind you anymore?

Atticus: That’s about right.

Scout: Why?

Atticus: Because I could never ask you to mind me again. Scout, simply by the nature of the work, every lawyer gets at least one case in his lifetime that affects him personally. This one’s mine, I guess. You might hear some ugly talk about it at school, but do one thing for me if you will: you just hold your head high and keep those fists down.  No matter what anybody says to you, don’t you let ‘em get your goat.  Try fighting with your head for a change . . . it’s a good one, even if it does resist learning.

Scout: Atticus, are we going to win it?

Atticus: No, honey.

Scout: Then, why – 

Atticus: Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win.   This time we aren’t fighting the Yankees, we’re fighting our friends. But remember this, no matter how bitter things get, they’re still our friends and this is still our home. 

· The next day in the school yard – 

Scout: You gonna take that back boy?

Cecil: You gotta make me first!  My folks said your daddy was a disgrace an’ that nigger oughta hang from the water tank!

Scout walks away after thinking about what Atticus said.

Cecil:  Scout’s a cow-ard!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
I.  Think About It: Fill in Scout’s thought bubble to show what she is thinking after she walks away
 f            from Cecil.


II.  Draw It: Draw Scout and Jem’s Christmas gifts inside the boxes.


	



	


III.  Draw It & Describe It: Cousin Francis

Think About It: Fill in Aunt Alexandra’s thought bubble to show how she wishes Scout would look/dress/act.



IV. Comprehension Check: 



 Who plans on getting married??


  ________________________   and _______________________

V. Reader’s Theater: Christmas at Aunt Alexandra’s
  -  In the schoolyard  -

Cousin Francis: If Uncle Atticus lets you run around with stray dogs, that’s his business, like Grandma says, so it ain’t your fault, I guess it ain’t your fault if Uncle Atticus is a nigger-lover besides, but I’m here to tell you it certainly does mortify the rest of the family - 

Scout:  Francis, what the hell do you mean?

Cousin Francis: Just what I said.  Grandma says it’s bad enough he lets you all run wild, but now he’s turned out a nigger-lover we’ll never be able to walk the streets of Maycomb again.  He’s ruinin’ the family, that’s what he’s doin’. (running away and yelling) He’s nothin’ but a nigger lover!

Scout:  He is not! I don’t know what you’re talkin’ about, but you better cut it out this red hot minute!

***Read about Scout and Francis’ fight. Read about Uncle Jack’s actions.*** 

-Later that night – back at the Finch house there is a knock on Scout’s bedroom door.

Scout: Who is it?

Uncle Jack: Uncle Jack.

Scout: Go away!
Uncle Jack:  Scout, do you still hate me?

Scout: Go on, please sir.

Uncle Jack: Why, I didn’t think you’d hold it against me. I’m disappointed in you- you had that coming and you know it. 
Scout: Didn’t either.
Uncle Jack: Honey, you can’t go around calling people – 

Scout: You ain’t fair. You ain’t fair.
Uncle Jack: Not fair? How not?
Scout: You’re real nice, Uncle Jack, an’ I reckon I love you even after what you did, but you don’t understand children much.
Uncle Jack: And why do I not understand children, Miss Jean Louise? Such conduct as yours required little understanding. It was obstreperous, disorderly, and abusive.
Scout: You gonna give me a chance to tell you? I don’t mean t o sass you, I’m just tryin’ to tell you.
Uncle Jack: Proceed.

Scout (taking a deep breath) Well, in the first place you never stopped to gimme a chance to tell you my side of it – you just lit right into me. When Jem an’ I fuss Atticus doesn’t ever just listen to Jem’s side of it, he hears mine too, an’ in the second place you told me never to use words like that except in extreme provocation, and Francis provocated me enough to knock his block off - 
Uncle Jack: What was your side of it, Scout?

Scout: Francis called Atticus somethin’, an’ I wasn’t about to take it off him.
Uncle Jack: What did Francis call him?

Scout:A nigger-lover.  I ain’t very sure what it means, but the way Francis said it – tel you one thing right now, Uncle Jack, I’ll be – I swear before God if I’ll sit there and let him say somethin’ about Atticus
Uncle Jack: He called Atticus that?

Scout: Yes sir, he did an’ a lot more.  Said Atticus’d be the ruination of the family an’ he let Jem an’ me run wild. 
Uncle Jack: We’ll see about this.  I’ve a good mind to go out there tonight.

Scout: Please, sir, just let it go. Please.
Uncle Jack: I’ve no intention of letting it go. Alexandra should know about this. The idea of – wait’ll I get my hands on that boy. . . 
Scout: Uncle Jack, please promise me somethin’, please sir.  Promise you won’t tell Atticus about this. He – he asked me one time not to let anything I head about him make me mad, an’ I’d ruther him think we were fightin’ about somethin’ else instead.
Please promise. 

-Uncle Jack leaves Scout’s room after wrapping up her hand. He talks with Atticus in the living room. 

Uncle Jack: You’re daughter gave me a lesson this afternoon. She said I didn’t understand children much and told me why. She was quite right. Atticus- she told me how I should have treated her – oh dear, I’m so sorry I romped on her.

Atticus: She earned it so don’t feel too remorseful.

Uncle Jack: Her use of bathroom invective leaves noting to the imagination.  But she doesn’t know the meaning of half she says – she asked me what a whore-lady was . . . 

Atticus: Did you tell her?

Uncle Jack: No, I told her about Lord Melbourne.

Atticus: Jack! When a child asks you something, answer him, for goodness’ sake. But don’t make a production of it. Children are children, but they can spot an evasion quicker than adults, and evasion simply muddles ‘em. No, you had the right answer this afternoon but for the wrong reasons. Bad language is a stage all children go through, and it dies with time when they learn they’re not attracting attention with it. Hotheadedness isn’t. Scout’s got to learn to keep her head and learn soon, with what’s in store for her these next few months. She’s coming along though. Jem’s getting older and she follows his example a good bit now. All she needs is assistance sometimes. 

Think About It: Do you agree with Atticus’ parenting? Do you agree with his statement about children using bad language? What would you do if Scout was YOUR daughter?
VI. Make A Prediction: What do you think will  happen in the next few months?
VII. Comprehension Check: What does Atticus hope and pray will happen?
What does Scout realize, years later, about the conversation between Jack and Atticus?

What do you know so far about Tom Robinson’s trial?

To Kill A Mockingbird: Chapter 10

	While you’re reading this chapter, think about this: What kind of man is Atticus? 




VIII.            1. Comprehension Check: List 3 ways Atticus is different from other dads, according to Scout.
     _________________________

     __________________________

    ___________________________

2. Making Inferences: Atticus says, “Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit ‘em, but remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” Miss Maudie responds.
Why is it a sin to kill a mockingbird?  _______________________________

III 
3. What are three things Scout learns about Atticus from Miss Maudie?

____________________________



_____​________________________

_______________________________

IV. 
4. Draw It: Draw a picture of Tim Johnson:

V. 
5. What do Jem and Scout find out about Atticus because of Tim Johnson?

To Kill a Mockingbird Reading Guide Chapters 11
Directions: Complete the table as you read Chapter 11

	How does Jem feel about Mrs. Dubose at the beginning of the chapter?
	How does Jem feel about Mrs. Dubose at the end of the chapter?
	What happens in this chapter to change Jem’s mind?
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